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Elements: 
Arts and  
Technologies Festival
Another amazing Arts and Technologies 
Festival with the theme ‘Elements’ was held 
in Term 2, providing the opportunity for our 
creative students to showcase their artistic and 
technological talent across a range of mediums.

A delicious Friday morning tea created by Food 
Science students was held for staff as they wandered 
the Mills building, admiring student artworks.

A series of fun workshops were also held, providing 
artistic enrichment and an enjoyable way for students 
to relax and unwind.
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From the Principal
To start Term 3, we have been celebrating the first semester 
achievements of all our students. These celebrations recognise the students 
who have achieved the highest marks in each subject area. At Perth 
Modern School these are exceptional accomplishments. The celebrations 
recognise so much more than just academic achievement with students 
being acknowledged for community service and participation in the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award.

Students who engage in all the broader aspects of the school are developing 
invaluable skills in communication leadership and empathy. We want all our students to 
not just participate in the world but to have the skills to lead and create new understandings 
in their fields of employment and move our society forward. Congratulations to all our award 
winners. Semester 2 is a time for all students to consolidate the good work that they have done 
and strive for excellence in their endeavours and aspirations. Best wishes to all our students 
and families for the start of the new semester.

Honours Assemblies are held to celebrate and congratulate academic achievement, as well 
as community service and participation in other activities such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

Modernian Emma Matthews AM
Student from 1986–1988 in Perth Modern School’s specialist music program.

Renowned singer and Modernian Emma Matthews has been awarded a Member of the Order of 
Australia for Services to performing Arts, especially Opera, in the 2023 King’s Birthday Honours.

Born Emma Lysons in Manchester, England, she grew up with three younger sisters in Fiji, where her 
father worked as a maritime pilot, and Vanuatu before moving to Cairns, Queensland, Port Hedland, 
Western Australia, and finally Perth. There she attended Perth Modern School before studying musical 
theatre at the Western Australian Conservatorium of Music at the Western Australian Academy of 
Performing Arts (WAAPA) but was persuaded by a teacher to switch to opera.

Emma sang with the Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Western Australia in 1990. Since her 1991 
professional debut with the West Australian Opera and appointment to Opera Australia in 1993, she 
has appeared in every state of Australia, notably with the State Opera of South Australia, Victorian 
State Opera and Opera Queensland, in Adelaide, Melbourne as well as frequent appearances at the 
Huntington Estate Music Festival for Musica Viva from 1994. In 2017 Matthews was appointed Head of 
Classical Voice at the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts.
SOURCE: WIKIPEDIA | PHOTO CREDIT: MARK GAMBINO

ABOVE: Principal Mitchell Mackay 
congratulates Year 8 student Sam 
Vallabhaneni at an Honours Assembly.
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Congratulations to the following students for 
their successes in Term 2, 2023:

• Year 10 student Kshithij Chandrashekar 
is the national winner of the UNYouth 
Voice Competition.

• Year 12 students Adib Ahmed, Rohaan 
Mendez, Avicknash Dayanandan and 
Austin Chen were national finalists in the 
International Mathematical Modeling 
Challenge.

• Siddarth Subbaiyan in Year 8 has been 
awarded $5000 in seed funding by 
Millennium Kids and the City of Canning 
to support the creation of climate change 
information cards in Punjabi and Mandarin.

• Tony Nguyen in Year 11 achieved Second 
Prize in the national finals of the Chinese 
Bridge Proficiency Competition. In the 
State Final Avicknash Dayanandan in 
Year 12 placed third.

• Sonja Braunl in Year 12 has been awarded 
the Linley Wilson Ballet Scholarship.

• Year 10 student Chloe Christiansen 
starred in the hit musical We Will Rock You 
at the Regal Theatre. Year 9 student Grace 
Dowley also had a part as did her brother, 
Shay Dowley from the Class of 2021.

• The following students won an award at 
the Atwell Youth Art Awards: Melinda 
Barton in Year 9, Amelie Qiao in Year 10, 
Abigail Brown in Year 10, Lucas Briggs in 
Year 11, Annika Carleton in Year 12, Sachi 
Elliott in Year 12, Aaron Yong in Year 12, 
Rachel Tan in Year 12, Mila Arthur in 
Year 12 and Jennifer Mullan in Year 12.

• Millie Riadi in Year 9, Mikayla Axford 
in Year 11, Ajin Lee in Year 12 and 
Andrea Jancik in Year 12 received a 

From the Class of 1958
Modernian Peter Farr visited the school to present 
the school with a handmade clock, which is a 
special gift from the Class of 1958. 

A special spot was carefully selected in the Cyril Tyler 
Auditorium to hang the clock so guests can easily 
keep an eye on the time. 

Thank you to Peter and the members of the Class 
of 1958 who contributed to this very special new 
addition to the auditorium.

Principal Mitchell Mackay and Peter Farr with the  
new clock for the Cyril Tyler Auditorium.
PHOTO: CAROLYN MACKAY CLARK

Harding Miller Education Foundation 
Scholarship for academic excellence.

• The following students achieved an award 
in the 2023 Fremantle Eisteddfod: 
Sidney Eric in Year 12 won First Prize in 
the Open Concerto section; Victor Chen 
in Year 7 placed second in the Under 13 
Strings Recital and second in the Strings 
Grade 8; Yi Kai (Sean) Chan in Year 7 
achieved third place in the Grade 7 Piano 
Baroque/Classical category; Raymond 
Hopkins in Year 7 achieved first place for 
Classical Voice 15 years and Under; and 
third place for Modern/Musical Theatre 
Vocal 15 years and Under; Crystal Lee in 
Year 9 achieved First Place in Woodwind 
Recital Age 15 and Under category and 
Second Place for Vocal Age 15 and Under 
– Classical; Diya Sanjay in Year 8 placed 
third in the Vocal: Folk Song Under 13 
category and third in Vocal: Modern/
Musical Theatre Under 13 category; and 
Ashvin Balavignan in Year 7 placed third 
in the Under 13 Piano Recital category.

• Mary McCusker in Year 9 has recently 
been awarded the Australian Music 
Examinations Board (AMEB) Prize for 
Excellence for the Best Seventh Grade 
Performance in Western Australia.

• Alicia Liaw in Year 7 came second in 
her category as a duet in the Western 
Australian Pianists Competition.

• Ellie Malonzo in Year 9 has been selected 
to participate in the 2023 Australian 
Chamber Orchestra (ACO) Academy. She 
has also been shortlisted for the Leonid 
Kogan International Violin Competition 
masterclass with Karen Aroutiounian.

• Lilijana Jujnovich in Year 7 has been 
selected for the Under 12 Girls’ SSWA Girls 
Football (Soccer) team.

• Tobi Zhou in Year 8 and Toby Gollagher 
in Year 9 competed in the 2023 
AusCycling U15/U17 Junior Track 
National Championships in Brisbane. 
Toby won a silver medal in the U17 Team 
Pursuit, while Tobi joined the U17 Team 
Sprint to race the first lap, finishing fifth.

• Kiran Finn in Year 7 has been selected 
to represent WA in the Boys 12s Hockey 
Championships in Tasmania.

• Stephanie White in Year 9 won a gold 
medal as part of the WA team contesting 
the Level 9 Artistic at the Australian 
Gymnastics Championships.

• Jaanvhi Iyer in Year 7 has been selected 
for the SSWA Cricket Girls’ Team.

• Keefen Wilson in Year 7 was selected to 
play in the 2023 JT Premier 250 Rafa 
Nadal Tour WA.

• Hannah Waldron from the Class of 2022 
has been selected as Youth Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition in the YMCA Youth 
Parliament.

• Ethan Dowley from the Class of 2019 has 
been awarded an Impex Foundation 
Scholarship to study in Japan. He will 
be completing a Masters in Theoretical 
Physics at Tokyo University commencing 
in 2024.

Mitchell Mackay,  
Principal
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Anzac Service 2023

Perth Modern School held a poignant 
and moving Anzac Service. 

The School’s Old Boys who paid the ultimate 
price were honoured and wreaths laid.

Jessica Bruining in Year 11 delivered the 
Stokes Sadlier Address, and we were 
honoured to welcome Peter Hopper, the 
representative of the Subiaco–Shenton Park 
RSL, as well as members of the School Board 
and the Sphinx Foundation. As always, our 
military cadets performed the Catafalque 
Party duties with distinction.

Lest we forget.

TOP: The cadets at the Memorial. 

TOP INSET: Army cadets Aman Nair and William Horabin. 

ABOVE: Celia Christmass leads the band. 

LEFT: Student Councillors Swara Mali and Anjitha Anthony 
lay the wreath; and Joshua Nguyen.

FAR LEFT: The Anzac Service.

BELOW: Jessica Bruining delivers the Stokes Sadlier Address. 
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Premier’s Anzac Student Tour
Tour diary, Day 9: Stony Batter
RISHITA SARKAR, YEAR 12

Rishita Sarkar in Year 12 was selected for the 2023 Premier’s Anzac Student Tour and 
visited sites of special military significance in Sydney and New Zealand in April.  
Here she recounts day 9 of the Tour to Stony Batter.

I woke up this morning expecting today’s 
experience on Waiheke Island to be a treatise 
on Stony Batter’s role in New Zealand’s 
defence system. But it was so much more 
than that: it was an engaging history lesson, 
an insight into the beautiful landscape of 
New Zealand, and for many of us, a burst of 
inspiration to work towards our dreams, no 
matter how big they are.

We embarked from our landing place on the 
more touristy western side of Waiheke Island 
with our cheerful bus driver Dean and struck 
our way out across the island towards Stony 
Batter, invigorated from the wild and windy 
ferry ride across from Auckland.

Along the way we were surrounded by the 
picturesque landscape of rolling green fields 
and dazzling blue ocean—today was our first 
day in New Zealand where the sun deigned 
to finally show its face, and the weather 
couldn’t have been better.

Stony Batter seems to be a bit of a hidden 
gem in the tapestry of New Zealand’s 
history—though perhaps this is just a bit 
of a blind spot of mine as an Australian. 
In recent times it has been recognised as 
a Category One Heritage Site, as well as 
being designated the title of one of two 
national treasures in Auckland. Having been 
commissioned in the Second World War in 
response to Japan, the end of the war came 
soon after it was finally completed, and it was 
decommissioned during the 1950s.

It felt like some sort of poetic cyclicality to 
find out that upon decommission, the steel 
from the site went to Japan to aid in its 
economic recovery, before returning after 
being processed there to build Auckland’s 
Harbour Bridge. It’s amazing how the 
relationships between two countries can 
change in times of war and peace.

It was interesting to see parallels in the setup 
of Stony Batter with the batteries we’ve visited 
in places such as the North Fort in Sydney, 
and we managed to reach a new depth of 
understanding of the mechanisms of their 
defence. This is information that, in this case, 
seems to be only recently coming to light, 
given the secrecy that surrounded not only 
the operation of this battery but also its very 

construction. All the soil from the tunnelling 
was collected and transferred elsewhere, 
and even the Mayor of Auckland at the time 
purportedly didn’t know about it! The 1,200 
metres of tunnel with thirteen chambers 
were carved entirely by hand, and the workers 
were not able to leave or write to family until 
construction was completed three and a half 
years later. The tunnels are something of a 
technological and construction marvel with 
their sheer scale and self-regulation in terms 
of ventilation and water.

I particularly enjoyed being able to learn 
more about the role of women and 
technology in the Plotting Room. Our tour 
guide and archaeological project director 
Timothy Moon went into detail about the 
capabilities of the radar stations, which 
could detect ships from 300 kilometres 
away, as well as the observation stations, 
which were coupled with a range of other 
defensive measures such as seabed coils 
and underwater mines to protect Auckland 
Harbour from enemy ships and submarines. 
This detective technology was used by seven 
women working in the Plotting Room to 
calculate the trajectory and path at which 
to aim at enemy ships, though the guns at 
Stony Batter were never shot in anger. The 
development of this defence system was 
prompted by Japanese submarines  
surveying the Auckland and Wellington 
Harbours, subsequently going forward to 
bomb the Sydney Harbour.

Another event of note that we learnt about 
was the sinking of the RMS Niagara—
considered to be the most luxurious ocean 
liner of the time—by underwater mines 
placed off the coast of New Zealand by 
German raider Orion. While everyone 
survived, the ship was carrying a top-secret 
cargo of gold bullion, some of which remain 
beneath the ocean’s surface. It was a little 
bit awe-inspiring to hear of Tim’s plans to 
coordinate the recovery of this gold for the 
New Zealand government and remove the 
oil present within the ship, as well as his 
idea of creating a time capsule instructed 
to be opened in 2273—two hundred and 
fifty years from now! His fascinating ideas 
and depth of historical knowledge were 

captivating and inspired us to further our 
own knowledge and work towards our 
own dreams, no matter what it may take to 
achieve them.

On the second to last day of the Premier’s 
Anzac Student Tour, I look back at how 
visiting these amazing locations have 
helped deepen my love for learning even 
further, and I hope to be able to take not 
only the knowledge I have gained but also 
the passion that has continued to grow 
on this tour and spread it to the youth 
in my community. As we go to sleep in 
preparation to wake up for the Dawn Service 
tomorrow, I feel honoured to be able to 
commemorate the Anzac legacy with my 
fellow ambassadors and hope to continue 
this experience of lifelong learning.
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Siddarth looks to combat climate change by enlisting 
help from Perth’s linguistically diverse communities

Siddarth Subbaiyan is striving to make climate change information more  
widely available.

One of our Year 8 students is quickly becoming a climate 
change hero as he develops information postcards directed 
at WA’s linguistically diverse communities. Thanks to a $5000 
seed funding grant from Millennium Kids and the City of 
Canning, Siddharth Sankara Subbaiyan has begun creating 
information postcards translated into Punjabi and Mandarin to 
help spread his environmental message.

His postcards will be distributed throughout Canning libraries, the 
Hillview Hub, Canning River Eco Education Centre and through 
cultural ambassadors.

Punjabi and Mandarin are the two most common languages other 
than English spoken in Canning. According to the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics, 42.8 per cent rate of people in the city used a language 
other than English at home in 2021.

Siddarth said his parents were a part of his motivation to begin the 
project.

‘My parents migrated here so they didn’t have much English-speaking 
skills,’ he said.

‘Climate change is an important issue for children because they are 
the future and their parents need to be able to help their children on 
this important issue.’

In a climate change leadership day, Siddarth led an event with the 
non-profit environmental organisation Millennium Kids where he 
shared his postcard campaign at public libraries. 

He said he chose the project because of his personal interest in 
climate change advocacy.

‘I really want the planet to be a better place in 50 or 100 years,’ he said. 
‘So it’s more about looking to the future and seeing how good the 
planet will be and that it’s not going to be destroyed.’

The postcard project is the result of eight months of work between 
Millennium Kids mentors, a graphic designer, and Siddarth.

His idea was first selected at Canning’s ‘Changing Your World’ forum 
last year. 

Siddarth said his postcards were only an initial phase of his project 
and he hoped to expand his delivery.

‘As a next step of the project I’m thinking of 
spreading out (which) language I’m translating 
the climate messaging into,’ he said.

Siddharth with Patrick Hall, Mayor of the City of Canning.

GABRIELLE BECERRA MELLET, PERTHNOW
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Kshithij’s star shines bright
THALIA COLE

Kshithij Chandrashekar in Year 10 is achieving some amazing results in public 
speaking. Recently, he was announced as the national winner of the UN Youth Voice 
competition, and he was runner-up TEDx Kings Park 30-Second Idea competition.

My TEDx 30-Second Idea

‘My 30-Second Idea attempted to address the pressing issue of 
unsustainable urban development and shrinking urban green 
spaces in Australian cities. My solution involved creating the 
next generation of urban green spaces using moss panels.

‘As part of the competition, I had to first submit a 30-second 
video pitching my idea to the TEDx Curators. I was delighted 
to know that I was one of the six finalists who would go on to 
present at the TEDx Youth Kings Park Event and stand on the 
prestigious red dot. After weeks of preparation, the day had 
finally arrived when I could present my idea in front of 550 
passionate individuals. I was elated to be announced as the 
overall runner-up, based on the audience’s vote for the best 
30-second idea.

‘I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to my teacher, 
Mr Mark Muir, who introduced me to this competition.

‘I would recommend to any of my peers to participate in 
this competition next year as I felt that it was an amazing 
platform to share ideas with like-minded young people.’

Kshithij Chandrashekar

In the UN Youth Voice competition, which 
was held online, students are required 
to deliver a speech and then respond to 
questions by the judging panel.

Kshithij chose the topic ‘How can rapidly 
growing Australian cities be developed whilst 
maintaining natural and green spaces?’

His innovative and practical solution was to 
create the next generation of urban green 
spaces using moss panels, which are panels 
of living moss through which air is passed. 
This allows for the capture of airborne 
particulates, cooling of the air, production of 
invaluable climate data and making our cities 
green. Arrays of moss panels can turn streets 
and towering skyscrapers into the urban 
green spaces of tomorrow, supplementing 
the many benefits that green spaces provide.

Kshithij had a journey over several years to 
make it to the National Voice final in 2023. 
He entered the regional round in 2020, 
progressed to the State and National finals in 
2021 and 2022, before winning the National 
Voice on his third attempt.

‘The National Finals involved two separate 
sections: the speech and impromptu 
questions,’ Kshithij said. ‘The speech allows 
you to demonstrate your public speaking 
abilities, researching skills and ideation, while 

the impromptu really tests your ability to 
think on your feet.’

‘Everyone presented such outstanding 
speeches, and the competition was intense,’ 
he said. ‘It’s an honour to win Australia’s 
biggest public speaking competition and 
bring the trophy to WA.’ 

‘It was also wonderful celebrating the 
moment with my family, teachers and 
friends.’

Kshithij said he wouldn’t hesitate to 
recommend this competition to other 
students.

‘The contest has really expanded my 
horizons, not only in the skills of oration, but 
also in understanding and tackling global 
problems, which has been invaluable. Voice 
has also allowed me to better communicate 
my ideas and opinions which is an essential 
skill to have in our modern world.’

Principal Mitchell Mackay said Kshithij was 
an amazing young man with the world at his 
feet.

‘Kshithij has shown a high degree of 
commitment and dedication to reach this 
pinnacle and it’s tremendous to see how he 
has honed his public speaking skills over the 
past few years to come out on top in this 
hard-fought national competition.’

ABOVE: Kshithij Chandrashekar participating  
in the National Final of UN Youth Voice. 

BELOW: At the TEDx 30-Second Idea Competition.

Kshithij presenting his  
30-Second Idea at TEDx Kings Park.
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Students and staff soaring to success

Tony and Avicknash  
take third place in  
Chinese Bridge Competition
MEI LI, CHINESE LANGUAGE TEACHER

In June, Tony Nguyen and Avicknash Dayanandan participated 
in the 16th ‘Chinese Bridge’ Chinese Proficiency Competition 
for Foreign Secondary School Students. The purpose of the 
competition is to provide a stage for local young students 
learning Chinese to demonstrate their Chinese ability, create 
a platform for mutual learning and communication, stimulate 
their enthusiasm and interest in learning Chinese, and enhance 
their understanding of Chinese culture. 

The contestants were from Western Australia, the Northern Territory 
and the Australian Capital Territory. A total of three contestants 
were to then be selected to represent the Embassy division in the 
National finals.

Tony and Avicknash competed with candidates from other states, 
including a written test in Chinese, a speech, and a cultural 
performance. Congratulations to both for achieving the Third Prize 
Award.

Tony decided to continue his journey and represent WA in the 
National final in Brisbane, while Avicknash Dayanandan wanted to 
focus on his Year 12 studies and decided not to continue. In Brisbane, 
Tony performed exceptionally well and competed with contestants 
from all other states, achieving the Second Prize Award. Tony will now 
represent Australia in the global final in China in September.

Congratulations to both students for their wonderful results and 
dedicated efforts in the competition. Well done, Tony and Avicknash!

Avicknash Dayanandan and Tony Nguyen both took out the Third Place Award.

Mya authors new Science Textbook

Tony Nguyen, Mei Li and Avicknash Dayanandan.

Science teacher and Biology specialist Mya Skirving 
is the lead author of the textbook Science 9, 
published by Nelson, which will be used in WA and 
Queensland classrooms. This is the second science 
publication of which Mya has been lead author.

Mya currently teaches Year 11 and 12 ATAR Biology and has been a 
WACE marker for SCSA since 2013. At Perth Modern School she has 
held the position of Science curriculum coordinator/programming role 
and set up the senior Biology course three times for three different 
syllabuses.

Mya Skirving (holding text book) with some of her Year 11 Biology students.
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Fantastic results in the  
International Mathematical Modeling Challenge

We are thrilled to announce that three Perth 
Modern teams have achieved outstanding results 
in the International Mathematical Modeling 
Challenge (IM2C).

The International Mathematical Modeling Challenge 
exists to support the real-world application of learning, 
build proficiency, encourage collaboration, and 
challenge students to use mathematics to make a real 
difference to the world around them.

One team received a National Finalist award:

• Adib Ahmed, Rohaan Mendez, Avicknash 
Dayanandan and Austin Chen.

Two teams received an Honourable Mention 
award:

• Anoushka Gupta, Beatrice Chong, Ishika Balram 
and James Ji.

• Ethan Yap, Ethan Widjaja, Santi Chua and 
Atharva Sathe.

These are remarkable achievements that showcase the 
talent and creativity of our students. Many thanks to 
Mr Isaac Kigodi for mentoring all the students in this 
competition.

This year, 57 teams from 22 schools around Australia 
submitted entries where they devised and applied an 
original mathematical model to solve a problem that 
has been set globally. This year’s problem was about 
optimal use of land in the face of competing demands. 
Perth Modern teams skilfully applied mathematics and 
computational thinking as they implemented their 
models.

I congratulate all the teams on their exceptional 
performance.

MARK WHITE, HEAD OF MATHEMATICS

FROM LEFT: Mathematics teacher Isaac Kigodi with Honourable Mention achievers Ethan Yap, 
Santi Chu, Ethan Widjaja and Atharva Sathe; and an Honourable Mention was also achieved by 
Beatrice Chong, Anoushka Gupta and Ishika Balram (absent: James Ji).

National Finalist Award winners Austin Chen, Rohaan Mendez, Adib Ahmed and 
Avicknash Dayanandan.
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Mod community comes together

1973 Reunion 
Members from the Class of 1973 attended a reunion 
at the school, where they undertook a tour led by 
students and visited the museum. They also listened 
to presentations by some of their peers and Associate 
Principal Robyn Verboon. 

It was a fabulous day and attendees were most interested 
to see all the new school buildings that had been added in 
the past few decades. 

ABOVE: Rose Fairey and Millie Cullender helping at Subiaco Primary School. 

BELOW: Arya Ganapathy; and Fearne Van Beek. 

Community Service  
at local primary schools

MILLIE CULLENDER, YEAR 10

During Term 2, a handful of Year 10 Perth Modern 
students had the opportunity to volunteer in a local 
primary school. 

At either Subiaco Primary School or Woodvale Primary 
School, I, along with a handful of my peers, had the chance 
to spend a day assisting in primary school classrooms, 
supporting the students, and working with the teachers. 

I was given the opportunity to spend the day in Subiaco 
Primary with one of my close friends, and we both had an 
amazing day. It was beyond nostalgic, being surrounded 
by the small tables and chairs, and hearing the old 
lunchtime sirens. Our day was spent mostly in the art 
room, helping students with their work, and helping them 
explore their creativity and ideas. Working towards an open 
night, each student was working on an art piece, and it 
was incredibly rewarding to be able to help them create 
something they were proud of. We also spent some time 
with the pre-primary students, assisting the teachers in 
housekeeping and organising the classrooms while they 
taught their students. 

The primary school visit was such an amazing opportunity, 
and I’d go back and do it again in a heartbeat.



The winning Year 10 team in the Da Vinci Decathlon.
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‘Stretchy’ thinking wins Mod team a Da Vinci
THALIA COLE, COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING

Students from Perth Modem School have been highly 
successful in their first Da Vinci Decathlon competition 
held at UWA. 

The Da Vinci Decathlon is a whole-day academic competition 
designed to challenge and stimulate the minds of school 
students. Students compete in teams of eight across 10 
disciplines: engineering, mathematics, code breaking, art 
and poetry, science, English, ideation, creative producers, 
cartography, and legacy. 

The Year 10 team placed first for their year group, with the 
Year 7 and Year 8 teams placing third in their groups and the 
Year 9 team placing fourth.  

Sumedha Ghosh, part of the winning Year 10 team, said 
her team assembled every Monday and Friday for six 
weeks practicing Decathlon papers in preparation for the 
competition. 

‘Outside of school, our team members practiced and 
memorised content for each subject based on the theme we 
thought would be relevant, such as important events and the 
plots of popular classic novels,’ Sumedha said. 

Her fellow team member Anoushka Gupta said she would 
highly recommend the competition to other students, 
especially those in younger years. 

‘It’s a great challenge which fosters creativity, collaboration 
and critical thinking skills, as well as a comprehensive range 
of topics for students with all sorts of interests,’ Anoushka 
said. ‘It’s also a very enjoyable experience where you develop 
lots of friendships and develop your connection with peers 
through working together as a team.’

Qiufei Li said the team couldn’t believe it when they were 
announced the winners as it never really crossed their minds 
that they would win such a big competition at the school’s 
first attempt. 

‘Competing was surprisingly the most enjoyable aspect,’ 
Qiufei said. 

‘I originally thought the decathlon would be really stressful 
but during the whole competition, we were laughing and 
joking around to ease our nerves and every time we solved 
a question together, it boosted our confidence and made us 
feel a little bit smarter.’ 

Teacher Helen Lydon, who organised the teams for the 
competition, said she was keen to facilitate the student’s 
involvement in the competition after seeing the type of 
“innovative and stretchy thinking” required to combine the 
creative and curious minds of Perth Modern School.

‘Often gifted students prefer to work alone and only in areas 
where they excel,’ Helen said, ‘but for the Da Vinci Decathlon, 
students work in their areas of expertise and have to pitch in 
and help where they might not be so confident.’

‘They are working under pressure but they know as a team 
they can help each other and they see that the whole is truly 
more than the sum of its parts.’

The winning team are now planning a trip to Sydney in 
September for entry into the national Da Vinci Decathlon.  

The third placed Year 7 team.

The all girls Year 8 team placed third.

The Year 9 team placed fourth in their division.



FROM LEFT: Raymond Hopkins,  
Crystal Lee, Yi Kai (Sean) Chan  
and Diya Sanjay.
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Music awards rain down on Mod

A number of Perth Modern School students have recently been successful in music,  
achieving awards in multiple musical arenas. 

Fremantle Eisteddfod 2023 
Great success was achieved by several Perth Modern School 
students in the Fremantle Eisteddfod 2023. 

Sidney Eric in Year 12 was awarded First Prize in the Open Concerto 
section. She received her award at the prize-giving ceremony 
held in the Government House Ballroom, and has been invited to 
perform with the Fremantle Symphony Orchestra.

Victor Chen in Year 7 was in the Under 13 Strings Recital and played 
Concerto in C Minor (Bach) and Après un rêve (Fauré), achieving 
Second Place in his category. He also placed second in the Strings 
Grade 8 and played Suite III Prelude and Allemande (Bach).

Yi Kai (Sean) Chan in Year 7 achieved third place in the Grade 7 
Piano Baroque/Classical category. The adjudicator commented: 
‘This was a delightful performance taken at a suitable tempo. 
Sean, you showed careful preparation and played with accuracy. 
I enjoyed hearing you play.’

In addition, Sean achieved outstanding success in his recent 
Grade 7 piano examination, achieving an A score (Honours). 

Raymond Hopkins in Year 7 achieved First Place for Classical Voice 
15 years and Under, and Third Place for Modern/Musical Theatre 
Vocal 15 years and Under. 

Crystal Lee in Year 9 achieved First Place in Woodwind Recital Age 
15 and Under (playing flute) category and Second Place for Vocal 
Age 15 and Under – Classical. 

Ashvin Balavignan in Year 7 was in the Under 13 Piano Recital and 
played the hardest piece Heroic Polonaise and placed third in his 
category.

Diya Sanjay in Year 8 placed third in the Vocal: Folk Song Under 13 
Category and Vocal: Modern/Musical Theatre Under 13 Category. 
The judges commented that Diya was born for the stage and that 
her range is terrific.

Victor Chen Ashvin Balavignan

Sidney Eric
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Ellie the violin star 
What a busy and successful start to the year for violinist and composer 
Ellie Malonzo in Year 9!

In March 2023, Ellie was awarded First Prize in the acclaimed Caneres 
International Music Competition, resulting in an invitation to compete in the 
Grand Finale live in Vienna.

In April 2023, at 13 years of age, Ellie was awarded the overall First prize for 
strings in the Brisbane International Youth Music Competition. She was 
competing against string players up to 25 years of age from around the 
world. 

Ellie was also selected to be a participant in the prestigious 2023 Australian 
Chamber Orchestra (ACO) Academy. She travelled to Sydney in July to 
perform in the Academy’s Chamber Orchestra lead by esteemed ACO 
violinist Aiko Goto.

In June, Ellie was shortlisted individually as part of the renowned Leonid 
Kogan International Violin Competition to take part in a masterclass with 
esteemed Belgian violinist, Karen Aroutiounian. 

Ellie Malonzo

Mary and Alicia win Piano awards

Mary McCusker in Year 9 has recently been awarded the Australian 
Music Examinations Board (AMEB) Prize for Excellence for the Best 

Seventh Grade Performance in Western Australia. 

In the Western Australian Pianists Competition, Alicia Liaw in Year 7 
performed a duet piano piece, achieving Second Prize.

This is a fantastic achievement especially as the duo only started rehearsing 
the performance three weeks prior to the competition.

Mary McCusker

Alicia Liaw (on left)



Perth Modern School | NEWS July 202314

Student accolades

> Sonja Braunl performing a ballet routine as part of the concert  
for the Independent School Review.

Sonja confirmed as one of 
Australia’s top young ballerinas
Sonja Braunl in Year 12 was recently awarded the Linley 
Wilson Ballet scholarship worth $3000. The scholarship 
will help support her ballet studies.

This is the latest addition to Sonja’s many ballet awards over 
the past few years, including First Place in the RAD Festival, 
winner of the Grishko Most Promising Dancer Award, and 
Commendation in the Joan Stacy Scholarship.

Sonja has also spent time in Paris to partake in the Paris Opera 
Ballet School Summer Intensive.

Oliver wins Silver for WA  
in State Volleyball
Oliver Nguyen in Year 10 went to Canberra with the State Volleyball 
team as Vice-Captain and came home with a Silver medal in the U15 
Boys School Sport Australia Volleyball Championships—a fantastic 
result.

< Oliver Nguyen (fifth from left) won a Silver medal with the WA State team in volleyball.

Creating amazing books
Check out these amazing books created by some of our 
Year 8 students for the Children’s Book Council of Australia 
Picture Book and Story Book awards! 

A lot of hard work, creativity and imagination went into these 
entries. We look forward to hearing of their success.

> Shreya Aleyas, Liliana Baldwin, Emmelyn Fong, Angela Huang  
and Jovianne Bong.

More superb Chess results 
achieved
Well done to our students for achieving First Place in the 
School Chess League Central Zone Secondary Division. 
This continues Perth Modern School’s reputation as the 
school to beat in chess.

Perth Modern achieved a total of 21.5 points, ahead of 
Rossmoyne SHS and Trinity College with 20 points each.

Players: Saiish Manjire, Ashvin Balavignan, Samuel Coulson, 
Nathaniel Tan, Patel Om, Rayden Oliveiro, Mohit Napaa, 
Siddarth Sankara, Avinesh Nidhi Ganesh Prabhu, Yuv Naidu, 
Anushree Sathe, Shrish Raghavendra and Isaac Lee.

> Top chess players: Yuv Naidu, Mohit Napaa, Anushree Sathe,  
Isaac Lee and Nathaniel Tan
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Perth Modern is top performing school in the Humanities
BETHANY HIATT, THE WEST AUSTRALIAN

Students from WA’s only (fully) academically selective public school are leading the State in Humanities and Social Sciences.

FROM LEFT: Crystal Lee has achieved multiple accolades in various 
dancing competitions; and Yiran Ge and Crystal Lee came third in the 
Lyrical Duo 14 Years and Under category in 2023 WA Born to Perform.

Avani Rooprai, Oceana Oakley, Nicholas Leendertse, Mary McCusker  
and Ryan Hemy rehearsing for a model UN debate.

Crystal’s dancing and music skills 
keep shining
Crystal Lee in Year 9 enjoys entering dance and singing competitions, 
where she regularly achieves top accolades for her performances.

Here are some of the awards she has received lately:
• Dance Quest 2023 Theatrical State Championships: First Place for 14 years 

and under – Classical (Open category)
• West Coast Dance Autumn Festival 2023: Third Place for Lyrical Novice Solo 

– Under 15. She has now qualified for the Gold Coast Showcase Australian 
Dance Championships in January 2024 representing Team Perth).

• Broadway Jazz Novice Solo – Under 16: Third Place; Honourable Mention 
for Tap Novice Solo under 15; Honourable Mention for Demi Character 
Novice under 16; Special Mention for Jazz Open under 15; Special Mention 
for Lyrical Duo under 16 (her dance partner was Yiran Ge in Year 9.)

• 2023 WA Born to Perform by Comdance: Second Place The Helen Mackay 
Junior Classical Championship; Third Place Lyrical Solo 14 Years and under 
Novice; Third Place Lyrical Duo 14 Years and under (her dance partner 
was again Yiran Ge.)

Analysis of Year 12 results from the past seven 
years shows Perth Modern School pupils 
have been among the best in WA across 
five ATAR Humanities and Social Sciences 
subjects every year since the courses were 
first offered in 2016.

The list is drawn from School Curriculum 
and Standards Authority data that identifies 
schools that shine in individual subjects, 
based on the percentage of students with 
scores in the top 15 per cent of all students 
studying that subject.

Perth Modern achieved a perfect record of 
seven mentions in seven years based on 
students’ performances in Ancient History, 
Economics, Modern History, and Politics and 
Law.

Principal Mitchell Mackay said while Perth 
Modern students were ‘incredibly intelligent’, 
this intellect also came with a strong sense of 
social justice.

‘The study of the humanities allows them to 
explore world events, both past and present, 
and helps them to understand their place 
within society and to develop the ability to 
express an informed opinion,’ he said.

‘Each of our teachers are experts in their 
subject areas and have had many years of 
experience. Their unique understanding of 
teaching gifted students and their attention 

to the fine detail of the curriculum allows 
them to help students achieve at the highest 
levels year after year.’

Perth Modern head of Humanities and Social 
Sciences Louise Secker said young adults 
were seeking to find out who they were and 
how they fitted into the world around them.

‘They are concerned about social justice and 
what the future looks like,’ she said. ‘This is 
where HASS can truly engage students by 
providing them with the context of how 
and why decisions have been made locally, 
nationally and globally.’

Ms Secker said the school’s ATAR success had 
built on its outstanding programs in Years 7 

to 10 that focused on critical and flexible 
thinking.

‘Students are encouraged to explore issues 
from different viewpoints and engage their 
critical and divergent thinking to develop 
alternate ideas,’ she said. 

‘We also offer the students a range of 
activities such as model United Nations, 
mock trials, interschool debating, 
young historian and young geographer 
competitions, which provide students with 
opportunities to challenge themselves as 
well as meet other like-minded students 
both within and outside of the school.’
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Creative opportunities galore for Mod students

Chloe and Grace starred  
in We Will Rock You 

Year 10 student Chloe Christiansen has taken to the 
stage in a key role at the Regal Theatre in July when the 
smash hit musical We Will Rock You returned to Perth.

Chloe was cast as a Teen Queen in Platinum 
Entertainment’s reimagined production of We Will Rock You, 
which featured the music of British rock legends, Queen, and 
is based on Ben Elton’s book.

‘It was very exciting to be part of a show of this 
calibre and be on stage with some of Western 
Australia’s best performers who I can look up to 
and aspire to be,” said Chloe.
‘It was a challenge to learn all of the harmonies but the 
music is really fun.’

We Will Rock You tells the story of planet Earth 300 years in 
the future where society exists under an Orwellian regime 
designed to ensure everyone looks and acts the same. It’s 
a place where music—especially rock music—is virtually 
unknown. But there are some—the Bohemians—who 
don’t conform, and their quest to find the music that will 
defeat the regime and set the people free is framed against 

Students with their hot air balloon creations. 

Art Club students soar to new heights 
MEISHA RAYNES, ARTS AND TECHNOLOGIES TEACHER 

Under the guidance of Ms Sarah Eve and myself, Art Club members embarked on 
a unique sculpture project in Term 2. Using plaster bandages as our medium, we 
sculpted magnificent hot air balloons that showcased each student’s personality and 
interests. From whimsical patterns to bold designs, these floating masterpieces truly 
reflected the inner spirit of our up-and-coming artists. 

The process was an exploration of both 
technique and individuality. Our young 
creators poured their hearts into crafting 
intricate details on the balloon’s surface, 
ensuring that every stroke and pattern told 
a story.  

The after-school Art Club is held every 
Monday, offering a valuable hour of 
exploration and self-expression. With each 
session, our students unlock their creative 
potential and form lasting friendships with 
fellow artists. 

Through collaboration and inspiration, they 
discover the joy of art and nurture their 
artistic abilities.

We are immensely proud of their 
accomplishments. Their hot air balloons have 
taken them on a fantastical journey, where 
the sky is not the limit! 

As we eagerly anticipate the next chapter 
of our creative endeavours, we encourage 
everyone to join us on this exhilarating 
expedition of imagination and self-discovery. 
Come and be a part of our after-school 
art club—where dreams take flight and 
creativity knows no bounds!

Chloe Christiansen

a feast of iconic Queen hits including Radio Ga Ga, I Want to Break Free, 
Killer Queen, Under Pressure, Bohemian Rhapsody and, of course, the 
eponymous We Will Rock You.

‘I played a Teen Queen who is mind-controlled by Killer Queen’s 
Globalsoft Corporation,’ explained Chloe.

‘It’s kind of weird to know this show was written over 20 years ago—
before smartphones, and as a teenager in Perth, I can say that my 
phone and social media can control me—but only if I let it.’ 

The show also featured Grace Dowley in Year 9 and her sibling and 
Class of 2021 graduate, Shay Dowley. 
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National Reconciliation Week: Galup VR Experience

During National Reconciliation Week, some 
Perth Modern School students and staff 
participated in the Galup VR Experience 
which explored the transformative impact of 
truth-telling and brought viewers together for 
connection and healing.

Participants were taken on a virtual tour of the 
iconic Perth wetland of Galup (Lake Monger) to 
share an important history that’s been largely 
unknown for almost 200 years.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF SAME DRUM.

Perth Modern student among  
WA winners of  

prestigious scholarship
GABRIELLE BECERRA MELLET, PERTHNOW – WESTERN SUBURBS

A Perth Modern student is among a small cohort of West Australian 
public school girls to receive a prestigious academic scholarship.

14-year-old Millie Riadi was chosen from more than 700 applicants—all in 
Year 9—to receive about $20,000 worth of assistance over the next four 
years. Other Perth Modern School students who attended the presentation 
to receive their scholarships were Ajin Lee and Andrea Jancik.

Millie hoped the Harding Miller Education Foundation scholarship, which 
can help cover tutoring costs, home internet and other school requirements, 
would help her achieve her career goals of becoming a dentist or GP.

‘This scholarship means being able to pursue my dream career as it provides 
financial assistance for me to grow and be better in subjects that I struggle 
with,’ she said.

She said the scholarship would lessen the financial burden of tutoring costs 
for her family and open a raft of opportunities for her academically.

‘My family is currently categorised as a low-income family and this has made 
it difficult to enrol me into out-of-school tutoring, which I believe is very 
helpful to a student’s study life,’ she said.

The Australian charity supports dedicated funding to girls in public high 
schools who show high academic potential to break the ‘vicious cycle of 
poverty’. The guidelines dictate candidates must show academic potential 
and a strong commitment to study.

LEFT: Millie Riadi  
BELOW: Ajin Lee 
and Andrea Jancik.
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Year 7 Camp: A fabulous adventure
JACQUI CARTER, YEAR 7 COORDINATOR

A bit of rain didn’t dampen the spirits of the 224 
Year 7 students who enthusiastically embarked on 
an adventure camp at Woodman Point in Term 2.

After unloading the buses and consuming some 
much-needed food, they headed off on the first of a 
range of activities.

The activities included:

• Vertical rope challenges (not great for those who have 
a fear of heights).

• Flying Fox (definitely a favourite, though not all 
students had the opportunity). It was amazing 
watching them take that first big leap, then fly along 
upside down or sideways: they had fantastic fun.

• Rock climbing (a great team activity, making sure that 
the person on the wall is safe).

• Orienteering (they ran all over Woodman Point and 
enjoyed map and compass reading).

• Letter to Self (can’t wait to see their joy and emotion 
when they open them in 2028).

• Tour of the Woodman Point Quarantine Station and its 
history—totally fascinating.

• Archery (wow, some talented young people got their 
first taste of this sport).

• Raft Building—”if you build it, will it float”?

• You Can Do It: a series of fun activities where the 
students got the chance to challenge themselves.

Breakfast, morning tea, lunch, afternoon tea, dinner, 
supper. Even with all that available food it was like some 
of them were being starved and had no idea where their 
next morsel was coming from, as shown by the hordes at 
the door ready for dinner. How do you feed 230+ people 
at the same time in the same space? Answer: you don’t! 

On the first night we had two activities:

• A Smoking Ceremony and some Aboriginal dancing, 
with an opportunity to discuss art and culture, run by 
the Binjarib Middars.

• A ‘Have Sum Fun’ Quiz. Mod kids love maths, and it 
produced a very competitive environment.

By day two the skies were clear and blue, and it was cold, 
but not wet.

Over the three days, we watched friendships form and 
strengthen, with students getting to know the fabulous 
Mod teachers outside the school environment.

For the final night, it was a quiet evening in at the movies 
complete with popcorn. Even after an exhausting day the 
mood remained joyous, even at bedtime.

We returned to school having found new friends and 
enjoyed new experiences together. 

This was a fantastic camp, and I can’t wait to see what 
happens with this amazing group of Year 7 students as 
they continue on their high school journey.
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Year 9 Focus Day: Wellness and growth amplified
KATIE CHIN, YEAR 9 COORDINATOR, AND STUDENT VOICES

Year 9 Focus Day was highly successful this year.  
The day began with several engaging wellness activities that 
students were able to choose and participate in ranging from 
Yoga, meditation, drama improv techniques, FitBox, Aboriginal 
animal totem sculptures, hip hop, and an escape room 
challenge.

Here’s what some of the students thought:

‘Hip-hop was not as scary as I thought it would be. 
Meditation was a great way to start the day off.’

‘The activities were really enjoyable. Trying to make 
various animals with the hay in the animal totems 
activity were challenging but fun, and the theatre 
improvisation techniques activity was very exciting.’

‘I really like being able to hang out with my 
friends and have fun.’

‘I really enjoyed the escape room and found 
it fun but also challenging. The body scrub 
making was also enjoyable.’
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The students found the Man Up and We Are Womxn 
small group workshops particularly valuable, and 
here is what some of them thought:

‘It’s ok to have emotions that aren’t happy, and we should spend our time 
bringing other women up with us instead of dragging the whole gender 
down. Also liking stereotypically girly things is fine.’

‘There is no one way for a woman to be, each individual can be different.’

‘Look after your friends.’

‘Men need to take care of their mental health too.’

‘Empowering each other is a great way to build healthy communities.’

‘It felt like a safe space where we wouldn’t get judged for what we said.’

‘Femininity should not be defined by societal standards. Femininity can be 
whatever you want it to be.’

‘I felt more comfortable with my own emotions.’

‘A man is anything that you are confident being.’

‘It is important to take pride in your own identity.’

‘A positive message that I took away is that we as women are all unique 
individuals who should support each other in being the best version of 
ourselves.’

‘I took away many things about how to be a better person and how to 
help other people if they are having a hard time.’

Lastly, we had a presentation from Ron Bradfield Jnr, a 
saltwater man from Bardi Country in Broome who grew 
up in Geraldton. He now calls Whadjuk Boodjar (Perth) his 
home. He quickly captivated the young audience with his 
tales of growing up in Broome that held a strong message.

‘One positive message that I took away from Ron Bradfield’s presentation 
is to always keep going, even if everyone is telling you that you can’t 
do things, and life is throwing obstacles into your path. Never let other 
people’s opinions on you influence your future and keep going even when 
they tell you that you can’t do it. Prove them wrong and show the world 
what you are truly capable of.’

‘It sounds obvious, and silly when I say it, but it’s actually so true. You are 
you. I am me. And it’s very important to know who you are. His speech was 
so powerful, at the end, I was feeling emotional, if he said one more word 
I might’ve started crying. It just really touched me the way he presented it 
with his own story too.’

‘Don’t listen when other people try to put you down, do what you love.’

‘That if someone ever says you can’t do something because of your 
background/culture you should stand up for yourself.’

‘That you are special and there is only one of you. Appreciate yourself.’

‘I learned to be myself and accentuate my specialties.’
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A Spectacular Dance Showcase 
SHERMAINE CHAN AND MAHEK ARIBENCHI, YEAR 10

The air was buzzing on Thursday, 29 June, as Perth Modern School 
and Bob Hawke College students gathered to perform in their 
Semester 1 Dance Showcase!

Nervousness gave way to excitement as dancers eagerly prepared and 
awaited their performances to come. Involving more than 150 students and 
13 items, the spectacular event included solo pieces, jazz, hip hop, and lyrical 
numbers. Perth Modern School students also had the chance to showcase their 
House Dance items. 

One of the performers said: ‘It helped me push my boundaries. I used to 
be really shy, and dancing really helped me express myself in ways 
that I can’t say aloud.’ Another student also mentioned how the 
showcase was ‘very different’ because they ‘hadn’t been on 
stage before’, and they ‘really enjoyed dancing with everyone.’

The showcase was a very valuable, fun experience which 
allowed Perth Modern and Bob Hawke students to interact, 
get to know each other, and grow in the art of dance.

Congratulations to all the choreographers, dancers, 
teachers, backstage helpers, and our lighting and sound 
technicians. It was a great way to end the semester!
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GT Online Camp: Making lifelong memories
SARAH MIRCO, GIFTED AND TALENTED ONLINE

Years 7 to 10 Gifted and Talented students from rural and regional Western Australia 
recently enjoyed their much-anticipated camp. This time last year we had a fantastic 
virtual camp, but the students were very pleased to catch up with their fellow students 
and teachers in the flesh. 

The GT Online Program is aimed at providing 
a platform for these exceptional students to 
connect, learn and explore their talents in 
a supportive and stimulating environment; 
the camp, held at Ern Halliday, offered an 
excellent opportunity to further consolidate 
these aims.

The students had a fabulous time and 
actively engaged in a range of social, 
educational and creative activities. The Year 
10 students were very fortunate to visit the 
Holocaust Centre where they had the chance 
to deepen their understanding of history and 
the importance of empathy and compassion. 

Another unforgettable moment was the 
stargazing session at the Gravity Discovery 
Centre in Gingin. Surrounded by the vast 
night sky, these brilliant minds explored 
the wonders of the universe, fostering their 
curiosity and perhaps even getting in touch 
with their inner poet.

An unexpected treat was the unleashing 
of the incredible—and in some cases 
previously untapped—musical theatre 
talent of the students. The Years 7 and 8 
students mesmerised the audience with a 
delightful rendition of a song from Matilda. 

Not to be outdone, the Year 9 and 10 
students showcased their dance moves and 
enthusiasm with a high-energy performance 
of Footloose!

The camp provided a unique and fun 
opportunity for the students to come 
together, learn from each other, strengthen 
relationships and create new bonds. The 
camp undoubtedly left a lasting impact 
and fostered a sense of belonging and 
camaraderie among the students who often 
face unique challenges.

At the Gravity Discovery Centre in Gingin.

Visiting  the Herdsman Lake Discovery Centre.
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ABOVE: Years 7–9 students visiting Parliament 
House and meeting with Sandra Carr MLC.

RIGHT: Year 7 students visiting the Perth 
Modern School Science Lab.

ABOVE: Ern Halliday Recreation Camp games: 
Matthew from Christmas Island, Lee from 
Pemberton, Wren from Narembeen, Sophia 
from Geraldton and Dylan from Kalbarri.

RIGHT: The GT Online Teachers.

BELOW: Musical Theatre Night rehearsal at the 
Ern Halliday Recreation Camp.

TOP: Relaxing after 
the ECU Joondalup 
Engineering Workshop.

ABOVE: Coby from 
Karratha, Dylan from 
Kalbarri and Rowan from 
Cape Naturaliste at the 
Herdsman Lake Discovery 
Centre.

BELOW: Jorja  from 
Kalgoorlie and Eden from 
Tom Price at the Gravity 
Discovery Centre.
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Elements: Arts and Technologies Festival

The Term 2 Arts and Technologies Festival, based 
around the theme ‘Elements’, featured a wide range  
of work by Arts and Technologies students.  
Please also see the front cover of this issue for more …
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K-pop Workshop
As part of the Arts and Technologies Festival, 35 students in Years 7 to 11 
participated in an awesome K-pop Dance workshop after school led by Bang, 
a dancer and teacher from Diversity Perth.
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Flower crown workshop
MEISHA RAYNES, ARTS AND TECHNOLOGIES TEACHER

We are thrilled to share the incredible success of our recent 
art workshop during the Arts and Technologies Festival—an 
enchanting journey into the world of flower crowns.

This captivating event brought together up-and-coming artists 
and nature enthusiasts to explore the harmonious blend of artistry 
and the beauty of nature. During the workshop, participants 
immersed themselves in a captivating atmosphere, surrounded by 
vibrant blooms and an array of delicate foliage.

With their imaginations ignited, each attendee carefully selected 
a variety of flowers, leaves, and accessories to design their very 
own personalised flower crown masterpiece. As the workshop 
unfolded, attendees discovered the art of intertwining stems, 
securing blossoms, and balancing colours to create stunning, 
one-of-a-kind flower crowns. The atmosphere buzzed with 
laughter, camaraderie, and the unmistakable scent of blooming 
flowers, as participants shared tips, tricks and creative insights. We 
extend gratitude to all the attendees who made this workshop an 
unforgettable experience.

Stay tuned for more captivating art events and workshops as we 
continue to nurture and encourage the artistic.

Acrobatics circus workshop
CLAIRE CHAMPION, YEAR 9

As a part of the Arts and Technologies Festival ‘Elements’, 
a variety of students from Years 7–10 participated in an 
acrobatics circus workshop run by Simon from Yip Yip 
Circus.

It was a fun, exciting workshop, and a good time for all. We 
started out with ‘cat stacks’ and got used to supporting people 
on our backs. Later we moved on to ‘thigh stands’ among 
other poses and lifts. It was great fun and we got to interact 
with students from different year and friendship groups.
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Skate deck painting workshop
KATIE CHIN, VISUAL ARTS TEACHER

The inclusion of a skate deck painting workshop at the 
Arts and Technologies Festival was an exciting and 
creative opportunity for Years 8 and 9 participants.

Skate decks provide a fantastic canvas for artists to showcase 
their individual styles and create visually stunning designs. The 
workshop allowed for such creativity to flourish, resulting in 
a combination of unique designs in vibrant colours. The use 
of spray paints and paint pens added an element of artistic 
expression and experimentation.

This hands-on experience allowed participants to explore 
their artistic abilities while also incorporating elements 
of skateboarding culture. Overall, the skatedeck painting 
workshop at the Arts and Technologies Festival was a fantastic 
addition, fostering both artistic expression and a sense of 
community.
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Year 11 Drama Production: The Crucible
JESSICA PACECCA, DIRECTOR

The Year 11 ATAR Drama students recently staged Arthur Miller’s The Crucible in a mature and sophisticated manner.  
The play is set in the town of Salem, Massachusetts, during the infamous Salem Witch Trials of the late 17th Century.  

This production explores the themes of power, manipulation, mass hysteria, and the consequences of unchecked accusations. 
Our class vision was to connect our audience with the tragedy of the play in its loss of lives, relationships, and self. 

‘It is my name. How may I live without my name?’ John Proctor, Act 4

My role this year as Director was simple: support. It was the students 
who took control, creating all design visions, working on their 
characters and relationships in tireless rehearsals and constantly 
surprising me as I would walk into the Casey Theatre at recess/lunch/
before school/after school and there they were, working on this show.

Our class, our production and a process that has seen the group grow 
into a mini theatre company in a term. The collaborative nature of this 
group in performance and production has enabled us to produce 
a piece of work of which we are all proud. For this I thank each one 
of them. It has been a joy to bring this play to the Perth Modern 
community with this talented group.
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Cast
Abigail Williams Verity Hughes  
 Bella Blyth (Understudy)
Reverend John Hale Jamie Brooker 
 Leo Maher (Understudy)
John Proctor Callum Dekkers 
 Talon Pittaway (Understudy)
Elizabeth Proctor Sophie Harris 
 Mikayla Axford (Understudy)
Betty Parris Jiaying Gu
Reverend Samuel Parris Harper Benson
Tituba Ren Ho
Susanna Walcott Bella Blyth
Ann Putnam Megha Aleyas
Thomas Putnam Leo Maher
Mary Warren Esther Paterson
Giles Corey David Esdale
Ezekiel Cheever Talon Pittaway
Judge Hathorne Calypso Bond
Deputy-Governor Danforth Rian Woodard
Marshal Herrick David Esdale
Young Girl Ensemble Megha Aleyas 
 Mikayla Axford 
 Bella Blyth 
 Lene Brady 
 Jiaying Gu 
 Ren Ho

Production crew
Director Jessica Pacecca
Lighting Design Rian Woodard 
 Calypso Bond   
 Sophie Harris 
 David Esdale
Sound Design Leo Maher 
 Callum Dekkers 
 Talon Pittaway 
 Lene Brady
Set Design Mikayla Axford 
 Megha Aleyas 
 Ren Ho 
 Harper Benson
Costume Design Esther Paterson 
 Jamie Brooker 
 Jiaying Gu 
 Verity Hughes 
 Bella Blyth
Sound Technician Kat Wilson (Year 10)
Light Technician Miranda Salt (Year 10)
Publicity Sophie Harris 
 Megha Aleyas 
 Ren Ho 
 Rian Woodard
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A joyful Year 8 Focus Day
BELLA LEVETT, YEAR 8

The Year 8 Focus Day was a joyful day, with no schoolwork and 
fun activities to do with friends and peers. Held on May 17, the 
activities ranged from team building to making cupcakes, fit 
boxing and meditation.

We started the day off with team building activities, a challenge to work 
together with peers, then we progressed to our individual activities 
that we chose prior to the day. To finish the day and wrap up all the fun, 
we had a presentation from Zero2Hero, who came to talk to us about 
resilience and wellbeing.

On behalf of all Year 8 students, thank you Mr O’Loughlin for organising 
such an enjoyable day.
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Fun on the Outdoor Education Camp
LILY BOUSFIELD, YEAR 9

The Year 9 Outdoor Education Camp was a fun, one night camp at Pelican Point. When 
we first arrived, we had to unpack tents, bags and food from the bus. Some groups set 
their tents up quicker than others, but through teamwork and collaboration everyone 
managed, with just enough time to enjoy relaxing by the river, playing card games and 
climbing trees before dinner.

Each group had to organise their own meals, 
bringing the required food and equipment to 
prepare the meals on camp cooking equipment. 
We used Trangias—small, portable cooking 
devices we had learned to use at school. When it 
came time for dinner, we all got our ingredients 
and equipment out, set up the Trangias and 
began to cook. We all created delicious meals 
and enjoyed eating and relaxing together. After 
eating, we had the task of washing up, then we 
built a fire in a fire pit nearby using wood and 
dried grass. We toasted marshmallows on the 
fire, played games, and talked, enjoying our time 
together before we went to sleep.

We started the next day cooking a 
delicious breakfast, preparing everything 
from toast to fried rice. After washing up 
we had to pack up our tents and load 
the bus. We then set off for Kings Park 
where we met a volunteer who works at 
the Park. She took us on a tour through 
the park, pointing out different plant 
species and teaching us about Aboriginal 
Australian culture and the conservation 
efforts that Kings Park makes. We then 
sat in the park, ate the lunch that we 
had brought and treated ourselves to an 
ice-cream before heading back to school.
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Modernians: Lives well lived

This position gave him unfettered access to 
the senior military leaders, and they routinely 
sought his advice on all manner of things. 
Without fail, George’s introduction was ‘My 
analysis of the research data shows that…’. 
For George, measurement always took 
precedence over opinion. 

In the 1960s George became interested in 
the selection and assessment of personnel 
for service in Antarctica, and the need for 
greater care when selecting personnel to 
work in such harsh and isolated conditions. 

Through his links with British, American and 
Canadian researchers, George knew work 
was already being done in those countries, 
and when the Australian Antarctic Division 
asked the Army for assistance, it was to 
George they turned. It became one of his 
abiding interests and resulted in several 
scholarly works including the publication 
of his work in a Master’s thesis entitled The 
performance and selection of men in small 
Antarctic groups.

George’s approach to the issue drew 
attention from across the world. After 
meeting George and reading his scientific 
reports, the renowned British Antarctic 
explorer, Sir Vivian Fuchs, wrote that he 
had ‘never seen a more clear-eyed view 
of the issues involved with selecting and 
supporting personnel for Antarctic service’. 

For several decades after that the Australian 
Army Psychology Corps assisted the Antarctic 
Division with selection, performance 
assessments and the debriefing of personnel 
on return to Australia.

George’s contributions to the psychological 
profession ranged far beyond the confines of 
Australian Defence Headquarters in Canberra. 
He was a key member of the executive of the 
Technical Cooperation Programme, or TTCP, a 
collaborative, five-nation, research exchange 
program between the US, UK, Canada, New 
Zealand and Australia. 

 In this role he was able to introduce to 
the Australian Army cutting edge ideas 
including the development of computer 
adaptive psychological testing that used the 
predictive power of computer algorithms 
to more quickly and accurately determine a 
person’s ability level when compared with 
pencil and paper tests.

When George retired from active military 
duty after 36 years in uniform (well, mostly 
in a civilian suit) he was the longest serving 
officer in the Australian Army.

George was not only passionate about 
psychology as a scientific discipline, he 
was also committed to psychology being 
formally recognised as a profession and its 
practise being regulated with appropriate 
legislation. 

To these ends, he devoted a lifetime of 
service to the peak professional bodies in 
the country, firstly the British Psychological 
Society and, on its inception, the Australian 
Psychological Society. He was a foundation 
member of the APS; a member of the 
Society’s first Council; a Fellow of the Society; 
and a Life Member of the Society. In 1976–77 
George served as the APS National President.

Away from psychology, George had a 
number of passions which he pursued with 
vigour, including golf, Asian culture and 
languages, philosophy, music, particularly 
opera and Wagner’s Ring Cycle, fine wines 
and single malt Scotch whisky.

Although a very even-tempered person 
to work with, George’s equanimity did 
not accompany him on the golf course. 
He would become increasingly infuriated 
that someone who was enormously gifted 
in so many spheres, had no competence 
in the seemingly simple task of hitting a 
small, stationary white ball into a hole in the 
ground. 

George Owens has left an enormous legacy 
for the profession of psychology both 
nationally and internationally. During his full 
and fruitful life, he touched the lives and 
hearts of many people and made a truly 
positive contribution to a better world.

He is survived by his widow, Johanna, his 
children, Terry, Janet and Sarahlouise, five 
grandchildren and six great grandchildren.

WAL HALL AND IAN JOHNSTON;  
FORMER DIRECTORS OF THE  
AUSTRALIAN ARMY PSYCHOLOGY CORPS

Colonel (Retired)  
Albert George Owens
1926–2023
PMS student 1939–1943,  
School Prefect 1943

The embodiment of an officer, a scholar 
and a gentleman, Colonel (Retired) Albert 
George Owens, a former Director of the 
Australian Army Psychology Corps, died 
peacefully on 28 May, 2023, aged 96. 

While his father, George ‘Staunch’ Owens, 
was Perth’s most celebrated footballer of 
the 1920s, it was clear that his son George’s 
interests were more academic than physical. 

George’s academic prowess was recognised 
early when he was selected to attend Perth 
Modern School, then the University of 
Western Australia to study Zoology. However, 
once there, he developed a greater interest in 
the relatively new science of psychology and 
that is where he stayed.

World War II was a watershed for the 
emerging profession of psychology in 
Australia. During the war and its aftermath, 
a small band of psychology graduates 
demonstrated the value of their professional 
expertise to the war effort and to the 
post-war reconstruction training of veterans.

George, then 20, was recruited directly from 
the University of Western Australian into the 
Australian Army by Ted Campbell who was 
working to set up the new Army Psychology 
Service. 

Ted Campbell’s confidence in the young 
George Owens was not misplaced. Early in 
his career George was posted to Japan, to 
‘assist with recruiting’ for the Commonwealth 
Occupation Forces. While there, he also spent 
time in Korea providing support to the allied 
forces during that war. 

He later served with great distinction during 
the Vietnam War as an in-country adviser 
to the government of Thailand and, by 
extension, that country’s Western Allies. 

These early career experiences laid the 
foundation for George’s lifelong fascination 
for working in and with other cultures. After 
retiring from the Army, George followed 
his interest in all things Thai, pursuing a 
university degree in Thai language and 
culture.

The pinnacle of George’s long and 
distinguished military career was his 
appointment as Director of the Australian 
Army Psychology Corps in 1976. 
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Dr Judyth Watson
1940–2023
PMS student 1953–1955

The excerpts below are taken from her 
Perth Modernian Society Oration given in 
2017, entitled ‘Unfinished Business’:

Four years after we had arrived here from 
England I came to Perth Modern School with a 
scholarship in 1953; my brother David followed 
two years later. It’s a long story but I left at the 
end of third year and as an adult undertook 
tertiary education to a doctorate in 1982. 

Our migration program was really stepping 
up. Australia held out hope and new 
opportunities for its new migrants and 
especially for their children. Overall we were 
decidedly white. I look at your faces now and 
smile because until I left this school I had 
never met as far as I know or remember, an 
Aboriginal Australian, a person of colour, an 
American, an Asian, nor a Muslim. 

The school then reflected the times; 
the domestic science curriculum was 
exclusively for girls and even though our 
mothers were using electric irons, we all 
learned to iron with a flat iron heated on 
a stove. I think the start of my feminism 
could have been making starch for a man’s 
detachable shirt collar and ironing the shirt. 
We weren’t allowed to mix with boys at this 
co-educational school and a line in the grass 
specified the boundaries of where each 
gender could reach at lunchtime. Honestly!

Unless you were Jewish or Catholic we had 
a weekly scripture lesson. Our history was of 
the Roman Empire and the Kings and Queens 
of Britain, and our geography of the then 
extensive British Empire and its industries 
and rivers. Depending on whether you had 
opted for arts or science, so you learned 
French or German. As for English studies we 
read Shakespeare 10 lines at a time up and 
down classroom rows. Thankfully much has 
moved on since the 50s, and you know, most 
of us turned out to be OK.

We were of a time where the place of 
women was ultimately domestic but the 
scholarship opened both possibilities and 
potential for all of us.

I started my nurse training at Royal Perth 
before my school classmates had completed 
their Leaving exams. During that time 
ever-present threats were infectious 
diseases. I nursed infants and adults with 
whooping cough, poliomyelitis, diphtheria 
and tetanus, and saw the consequences of 
measles and German measles; there was a 

hospital for infectious diseases and another 
for tuberculosis. Later as a midwife I nursed 
women having large numbers of children, 
single women surrendering a baby, or young 
women dying from an unsafe abortion. Capital 
punishment was the penalty for murder. 
Most of these conditions have thankfully 
been overcome through technology such 
as vaccination and contraception and more 
progressive social values.

Politics
This part of my life started by chance with 
a series of opportunities that I was able to 
respond to. During my doctoral research with 
injured workers, I began to advocate within 
the Australian Labor Party for reforms to 
occupational health and safety laws. To cut 
a long story short, I became adviser to the 
state Labor Government in 1983 and had the 
remarkable experience of translating Labor 
Party policy into government policy and 
then in turn preparing that for legislation.

I was endorsed for the state seat of Canning 
which I won in February 1986. The wonderful 
thing was that I participated in the debates 
which delivered the health and safety laws 
for working men and women of WA.

Much of the work I did in politics was with 
and on behalf of women to deal with the 
consequences of current or past violence—
sadly an ongoing experience for too many 
women. We introduced new laws and 
policies to prevent and deal with both sexual 
assault and with harassment. However, it is 
disappointing to acknowledge that these 
forms of gender-based violence persist.

During my time in Parliament there were 
many high points to celebrate round women’s 
achievements. One was at the end of the 
struggle for the ordination of women priests in 
the Anglican Church and to join the service at 
St George’s Cathedral in 1992. The second, later 
that year, was to be invited to an Aboriginal 
women’s meeting in the desert near Lake 
Gregory where over 700 women transacted 
secret and sacred business for the first time 
for decades. Each of these sacred ceremonies 
was historic for the women involved and their 
importance stays with me also.

Increasingly girls and young women see 
politics as a legitimate career option.

Refugees
Since 2000, I have volunteered with refugee 
communities, especially with those who 
arrived by boat. I have seen the worst and 
the best in people. The worst behaviours are 
born in racism, ignorance, fear and prejudice; 

the best comes from other volunteers and 
advocates as well as from the resilience and 
grace of the men, women and children who 
have sought our protection.

There are so many proud stories of 
achievement among people who start a 
new life as refugee and who make enormous 
contributions to this country.

Imminent Challenges
During my lifetime the world has been 
changed in many ways by new technologies 
that have in turn brought huge social 
changes, some planned, some unforeseen. 
In my view the most urgent priority for the 
future—your future and that of your own 
children concerns climate change. We can’t 
let it wait and your generation will have to 
expand knowledge and invent and utilise 
new means to prevent its progression.

The vital and urgent challenge for all 
Australian citizens is to engage with 
the negotiation of justice for Aboriginal 
Australians. It is up to all of us to understand 
the agenda made clear in The Uluru Statement 
From The Heart that asserts that ‘we are the 
most incarcerated people on the planet’, that 
‘our children are alienated from their families’ 
and that ‘our youth languish in detention in 
obscene numbers.’ It is a statement for the 
future and the concerns must be addressed.

The Statement articulates very clearly that 
an objective of the proposed Constitutional 
change is to provide a ‘better future 
for our children based on justice and 
self-determination’, its concluding sentence 
being an invitation ‘… to walk with us in a 
movement of the Australian people for a 
better future’.

I have outlined concerns I have for our 
oldest Australians and our newest, as well 
as half the whole population. There is too 
much unfinished business for Aboriginal 
Australians, refugees and women. I’d like 
to think we keep justice for them all at the 
top of our mind and act accordingly; don’t 
walk past injustices because that’s a sign you 
condone or accept them. 
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Music makes connections
PHILIPPA ROY, HEAD OF MUSIC

Clarinet Masterclass
ATAR Clarinettists were privileged to perform in 
a Clarinet masterclass with Andrew Simon earlier 
this year. Andrew Simon has been the principal 
clarinettist of the Hong Kong Philharmonic since 
1988 and is an educator and performer with a 
wealth of experience. 

All students performed parts of their ATAR programme 
for him and participated in focussed workshop time 
on their repertoire.

Year 8 – Taking Shape
Year 8 music students were fortunate to participate in a creative 
workshop run by members of Topology. 

The students explored how to shape music, building from motifs based on 
shape patterns, through to a final presented work across any genre.

Anzac Day Service
Continuing Perth Modern School’s long association with this 
event, the Chamber Choirs played an integral part in the musical 
contribution to the RSL Anzac Day Service at the Perth Concert Hall 
with the Perth Fortress Band. 

Music plays an important part in celebrations such as these, supporting the 
communication, memories and emotional connection to our past, present 
and future, and we congratulate these students on their contributions.

Georgia Stewart (above ) and Ethan Chua (below) 
working with Andrew Simon.
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An Exceptional Night
The exceptional senior musicians wowed audiences again at their ‘Exceptional Night’ concert. 

This concert was held in the Beasley Hall, and featured Chorale, Senior Wind Orchestra, Symphony 
Orchestra, Senior Percussion Ensemble, Jazz Band 1 and Contemporary Ensemble 1. It truly had 
something for everyone and demonstrated the strengths of these musicians.

ABOVE: Senior Wind Orchestra  
and  Senior Guitar Ensemble.

CLOCKWISE FROM BELOW LEFT: 
Contemporary Ensemble 1  
Senior Percussion Ensemble 
Jazz Band 1  
Symphony Orchestra 
Chorale
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Semester 1 Concerts
Students in the music programme finished 
the semester with amazing performances in 
these concerts. Tracing the development of the 
students from the beginnings of their journey 
at the school, through to the most senior 
students, we celebrated the development of 
their musical skills, as well as their growth in 
friendships, and understanding.

‘A Musical Journey’ featured all of the guitar 
ensembles and choirs from Year 8 upwards in a 
wonderful celebration of the voice and classical 
guitar, presenting a variety of repertoire. This 
concert featured: Year 7 Guitar Ensemble, Junior 
Guitar Ensemble, Senior Guitar Ensemble, Treble 
Voices Choir, Changing Voices Choir, Chanteurs, 
Chorale and the Chamber Choirs (Chorus 
Angelicus, Phoenix and Schola Cantori), as well as 
a wonderful pre-show presentation by the Year 11 
Piano Quartet.

We enjoyed a night with all of our orchestras and 
the Year 7 Choirs at ‘A Night with the Orchestra’. 
This sold-out show started with a wonderful 
performance by our Year 7 students in their first 
performance together for the year. The Orchestras 
demonstrated the variety of repertoire available 
to string students, and the progression in standard 
from the beginnings to our most senior students in 
the Symphony Orchestra.

Piano Quartet

Year 7 Guitar Ensemble

Changing Voices Choir

Junior Guitar Ensemble

Phoenix

Chorus Angelicus

Schola Cantori

Treble Voices Choir

Year 7 Choirs

Ripieno Sinfonia Strings

Sinfonia
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With the smell of popcorn in the 
air, the Wind Bands enthralled 
a sell-out crowd with their 
renditions of well-known—and 
lesser-known—movie themes in 
‘Movie Magic’.

Wind Band 4

Contemporary and Jazz 
Students finished the semester 
with an amazing performance 
‘Up Late(ish) @ Lyric Lane’. 
Students excelled through this 
opportunity to perform in this 
professional venue which was 
purpose-built for these kinds 
of performances.

RIGHT: Senior Wind Orchestra  
with soloist  Elena Sioneholo.

Senior Wind Orchestra with  
Janelle Lee, Georgia Stewart,  
Joel Bariss, Robert Ho and Ethan Chua.

Wind Band 2Wind Band 3

Jazz Band 1

Contemporary Ensemble 3

Jazz Band 2Contemporary Ensemble 2

Contemporary Ensemble 4
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ATAR Visual Arts Day Out!
ANNIKA CARLETON, YEAR 12

As part of this semester’s focus artist research the Years 11 and 12 Visual Arts students took to the city 
to visit the WA Museum Boola Bardip to take part in an Indigenous Rights and Freedoms workshop.

An inquiry-based approach was used 
to investigate the history of Aboriginal 
fight for equal rights, self-determination 
and recognition. Using this approach, we 
expanded our knowledge of the Australian 
civil rights movement, which is connected to 
focus artists for this semester, the Aboriginal 
artists Gordon Bennett and Michael Cook.

We explored the Ngalang Koort Boodja 
Wirn Our Heart, Country, Spirit permanent 
exhibition, which showcases the stories of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
of WA. Studying the contemporary artworks 
was a great opportunity to use our art 
analysis skills.

We also analysed a work by Julie Dowling, 
as well as mixed media sculptures about the 
story of Jandamarra, a Bunuba man who led 
armed insurrections against the settlers in 
the late 1800s. It was interesting to see the 
extent of past Aboriginal protest. Overall, 
the experience was highly informative and 
enjoyable and provided a strong contextual 
foundation for our focus artist research.

We also dropped in to the Art Gallery of 
Western Australia to check out the amazing 
Pulse Perspectives exhibition, featuring the 
works of last year’s Year 12 Visual Art students. 
An insight into the world through the eyes 
of young people, it explored the themes of 

social pressure, gender, mental health, culture, 
environmentalism and technology. Three Perth 
Modern graduates were part of this exhibition: 
Miles Tawns, Ella Fung and Clay Chase.

We then went on to view the exhibition 
Balancing Act to learn more about First 
Nations identity and culture through the 
powerful medium of visual art. Inspiring the 
Year 12 students and no doubt planting that 
artistic seed in the mind of Year 11 students, 
I have no doubt we will be seeing the 
artwork of Perth Modern students on those 
walls next year.



BELOW FROM LEFT: Melinda Barton (on right) with Visual Art Teacher Sarah Eve received the Sustainability 
Award;  Rachel Tan was Winner of the Curators Pick Award;  and Sachi Elliott won the Year 12 Artwork Award.
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Atwell Youth Art Awards: Creative talent on show
KATIE CHIN AND SARAH EVE, VISUAL ART TEACHERS

Congratulations to Perth Modern Visual Arts students on their  
outstanding talent and achievements at the Atwell Youth Arts Awards.

Winning 12 awards out of 20 entries is a remarkable accomplishment. It’s especially impressive 
that Perth Modern also received the prestigious title of ‘Best School Art Department’. 
This recognition highlights the dedication, creativity and hard work of the students. Such 
achievements not only celebrate the individual talents of the students but also reflect the 
quality of art education and support provided by Perth Modern.

Well done to all the students for their exceptional success at the Atwell Youth Art Awards!

Awards:
Rottnest Bluebottles installation (Year 8 & 9 students) 
Winner School Art Department Award
Melinda Barton: Year 9 Sustainability Award
Amelie Qiao: Year 10 Best in Show Award
Abigail Brown: Winner Year 10 Artwork
Lucas Briggs: Highly Commended Year 11 Artwork
Annika Carleton: Highly Commended  
Drawing as an Art Form
Sachi Elliott: Winner Year 12 Artwork
Aaron Yong: Winner Special Theme – ‘Worlds of Fantasy’
Rachel Tan: Winner Curators Pick
Mila Arthur: Winner True Colours Award
Jennifer Mullan: Winner Innovative Art Award

ABOVE LEFT: Amelie Qiao was the recipient of the 
Best in Show Award and Abigail Brown was the Year 10 
Artwork Award winner.
TOP: Amelie Qiao with her Best in Show 
award-winning artwork Showdown.
ABOVE: Annika Carleton who received Highly 
Commended for Drawing as an Art Form.

ABOVE: Aaron Yong, winner of the Special Theme  
– ’Worlds of Fantasy’ award.
BELOW: Jennifer Mullan who received the Innovative 
Art Award.

Students  
who also exhibited:
Year 9: 

Lila Sims, Emma Zhang 
and Katrina Yang

Year 10: 
Ava van Dommelen  
and Rose Fairey

Year 11: 
Hannah Symons  
and Hayley Mills

Year 12: 
Millani Booth and  
Cora Stanborough



So much fun, I had the best 

night —more Taylor Swift! 

Millie Cullender

It was an extremely fun night and the best way  to kick off a new term.
Anneke Dekkers

For my first Mod social, it was so fun 

to hang out with my friends.

Alice Tanner
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Year 10 River Cruise: Disco, photobooths and donuts
MACKENZIE STRAHAN, YEAR 10

Year 10 
students had a ball 

on our annual River Cruise on the 
Swan River. We met up at Barrack Street 

Jetty to see everyone before the River Cruise. 

On the boat there were a variety of activities to fit 
everyone’s tastes. There were tons of dancing to lots of 

mainstream pop music, including artists such as The Weeknd 
and Taylor Swift. The photobooth also made its comeback from our 
Year 7 River Cruise and was busy all evening, with everyone taking 

photos with their friends to remember the night.

Out on the back deck, people were able to take a break or even 
recreate the scene from the movie Titanic if they wanted.  

Food-wise, it is safe to say that everyone thought it was delicious. 
There was plenty of crust pizza with a variety of toppings and 

soft drink around the boat. For dessert, there were boxes 
upon boxes of Krispy Kreme cinnamon donuts to devour.  

Overall, the Year 10 River Cruise was a lot of fun and 
was an unforgettable night out on the river 

with our friends.

T he pizza was absolutely 
delicious, and I loved the 
unlimited drinks.
Jacob Allan

My favourite song was Say Something and I thought it was really fun.Drew Stanborough

I thought it was a really, really, good time; it 
was so beautiful, and 
dancing was amazing. 
Rose Fairey
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Health and Physical Education update

School Sport WA Volleyball
JAN SONDER-SORENSEN, HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Our proud volleyball history had a new chapter written in Term 2.  
More than 120 volleyballers took to the courts to challenge for 
the SSWA Volleyball Cup. Teams qualified for the finals of all three 
divisions, with several finals being all Perth Modern affairs. With the 
help of past students and dedicated Year 11 students helping to coach, 
six teams ended up winning the title. 

Well done to all the students who were involved. Well played!

Ella Dang and Fei-Fei Lan  
– North Coast Region  
C Division Girls Champions.

Mackenzie Strahan and Damini Chu 
– North Coast Region  

B Division Girls Champions.

Northern Region B Division Boys Champions.

Northern Region A Division Boys Champions.

Toby Nham, Kyle Ng and Thanos Limnios  
– North Coast Region C Division Boys Champions.



Exceptional schooling | Exceptional students 45

Secondary Championships 
Schools Cross Country
LUCY GUNZBURG,  
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The sun was shining at the Secondary 
Championships Schools Cross Country event 
early in Term 2 and we had over 30 eager runners 
from Perth Modern there ready to take part.

There was wonderful camaraderie amongst the 
team, and it was impressive to see the determination 
and effort that each student put into their race.

A special congratulations to Kirsty Petterson in 
Year 11 (fourth), James Chansbury in Year 12 (tenth) 
and Hannah Nguyen in Year 7 (sixteenth) who all 
came in the top 20. With around 200 competitors in 
each event, these are outstanding results!

Well done to the dedicated team members who 
regularly attended the weekly Tuesday and Friday 
training sessions leading up to competition day.

Interschool Basketball Success
ADIN MORTADZA, SCIENCE TEACHER

It was fantastic to see the Senior Years team play very well at the 
interschool finals, making all the right moves and showing poise on and 
off the court.

The twin towers Arkie Disney and James Wigmore were driving through the 
school’s defence, while Parsa Seyfi and Baxter Kakulas locked down the best 
players on other teams. Jazz Ohayon was making all the right moves at point 
and dishing out to our sharpshooters Adib Ahmed and Arsalan Mishani who 
were snipers beyond the arc.

And of course, Austin Chen and Will James were making all the right moves, 
always cutting at the right time, and getting the clutch rebounds. Together 
they made it through to the finals round, eventually losing to Mercy College by 
five points in a hard-fought contest.

 Hannah Nguyen and Aurora Pontre-Gibson.

Ross Meadows Shield hockey day:  
plenty of ticker without the kicker
JAN SONDER-SORENSEN, HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Faced with the dilemma of losing our Goalkeeper to a foot injury before 
the Ross Meadows Shield hockey day even started, it would have been 
easy for the team to concede defeat (and goals).

There was no doubt that playing against last year’s champions without 
a goalkeeper in the first game was challenging, however the attacking 
determination of our stars saw us win our remaining pool games and go 
tantalisingly close to pulling off a semi-final win (losing on countback) and 
earning another opportunity to play Shenton College.

Thanks to Year 12 students Tom Brook and Joseph Coleman for coaching and 
refereeing on the day and congratulations to everyone who played—it was 
such a great effort.

 Cross country participants.



Year 7 Hockey. Hockey match.

Boys Soccer.
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Stephanie’s Gold medal-winning 
artistic gymnastics foray
Year 9 student Stephanie White returned home from the 
Australian Gymnastics Championships held on the Gold 
Coast with a gold medal.

Stephanie and her WA teammates won Level 9 Artistic gold for 
their performance on the four apparatus—vault, beams, bar and 
floor. This was a fantastic achievement for WA up against the larger, 
more populous states.

She began gymnastics when she was five years old and trains six 
times per week, totalling 20 hours.

‘The sport is really fun, and I enjoy learning new skills, working hard 
and challenging myself,’ Stephanie said. ‘I do gymnastics with my 
best friends who I have known my entire life and I love spending 
time with them.’

Her favourite apparatus is the floor because she ‘loves tumbling’ 
with her least favourite being the beam because ‘it’s really scary 
and hard.’

On her gold medal, she said it was ‘really exciting and unexpected 
to win and it was amazing to share it with my best friends and the 
team.’

Stephanie’s immediate goal is to compete in the national 
championships at level 10.

Winter Sport Lightning Carnivals
MARK MUIR, HEAD OF HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Lightning carnivals are all about participation and enjoying 
the friendly competition with other local schools in netball, 
hockey, volleyball, soccer, AFL and basketball. As well as many 
teams enjoying successful results, all teams were very happy to 
have a day interacting with their peers in a fun and supportive 
environment. Unlike in 2022, most year carnivals enjoyed excellent 
conditions and little rain.

Congratulations to all students for the outstanding way they represented 
the school, including the students who assisted as coaches and officials.

Stephanie White competing at the National Championships where she won gold.  
INSET: Coach Skyla Wilson and Stephanie. 
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Tobi and Toby 
experience success  
in AusCycling
Tobi Zhou in Year 8 and Toby Gollagher 
in Year 9 competed earlier this year in the 
2023 AusCycling U15/U17 Junior Track 
National Championships in Brisbane.

This was Toby and Tobi’s first time attending 
the National Championships, with Toby in the 
U17 category and Tobi in the U15 category. 
They each competed in several different 
events at the championships after being 
selected following the State Championships 
in February.

Tobi had a particularly stellar debut State 
Championships where he won one Gold, 
two Silver, and three Bronze medals! In the 
Nationals, Toby was part of the team that 
won a silver medal in the U17 Team Pursuit. 
Tobi joined the U17 Team Sprint to race the 
first lap at the gate starter, finishing fifth.

Well done Tobi and Toby!

School Sport WA  
Interschool Squash Competition
SARAH LIGHTFOOT AND HAMISH CHISHOLM,  
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Forty-six Perth Modern School students competed in the  
SSWA Interschool Squash Competition over two days at 
Mirrabooka Squash World. The students were competitive and 
fought their hardest during all matches.

Congratulations to the following teams with our best results:
Second Junior Girls: Renee Tan, Liliana Baldwin and Raenah Jain.
Third Junior Boys: Ajit Penikalpati, Aditya Antony and Nishesh Paudel.
Fourth Senior Boys: Joseph Coleman, Max Li and Rohan Anand. Senior Years Squash.

ABOVE: Tobi Zhou racing in the U17 Team Sprint.

FAR LEFT: Toby Gollagher and Tobi Zhou at the 
Anna Meares Velodrome.

LEFT: Tobi Zhou at the 2023 State Championships.

BELOW: U17 WA Team Pursuit Silver Medal with 
Toby Gollagher second from left.
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Year 10

Year 11

Year 12

Ruhansi Abeywickrama
Sofea Anistino
Mahek Aribenchi
Ishika Balram
Sienna Bowden
Yasmina Cavosie-Pletsch
Amber Chai
Shermaine Chan
Kshithij Chandrashekar
Jaylene Chang
Jacky Che
Alexia Chen
Hannah Chen
Matthew Choy
Matthew Daly
Beth Duuring

Anoushka Gupta
Jasmine Hambleton
Tian He
Charlotte Hoy
Maya Hubbard
Woo-Seok Jang
Rayan Jape
Jingnan Jiang
Aakash Jois
Lodinu Kalugalage
Dheeraj Chander Karthikeyan
Loku Yaddehige Karunarathne
Suhi Kaur
Ethan Kelly
Hayden Kelly
Kaylen Koh

Qiufei Li
Gloria Limas
Ruofan Lin
Enrico Gabriel Luces
Dylan MacDonald
Kararr Majri
Rachel Michael
Claire Nguyen
Sophie  Nham 
Bailey Paton
Ngoc Nhi Justina Pham
Avishi Prasad
Amelie Qiao
Ranjeev Ratheesh Nambiar
Sophia Sadekova
Harrison Sartori

Samantha See
Zoe Selsmark
Rhea Sharma
Skyla Susanto
Evan Tan
Richa Tota
Ava van Dommelen
Joshua Vong
Tianyu Wang
Jasmine Wu
Wember Xu
Olivia Yong
Timothy Zhang 

Congratulations to the following students who obtained Sphinx Society membership in Semester 1, 2023.

Sphinx Society Membership

Rishika Arora
Jerryl Benny
Henry Bird
Xavier Bolland
Pranav Borude
Jessica Bruining
Wency Wen  Xuan Chang
Hong Liang Chua
Henry Coates
Omal Deeyagaha Waduge
Jiaxuan Du
Mihindukulasooriya Fernando
Jaslyn Fong
Max Germano

Tanay Ghia
Charlton Hadlow
Sarah Harris
Sophie Harris
Edward Huynh
Chudy Isidienu
Yiqing Ji
Jiayi Jia
Kai Jun Kan
Spandan Kankumbkar
Gnanadeep Kaza
Nibesh Khatri
Aden Koh
Aurora Kristianto

Zhimin Liu
Benjamin Lochore
Olivia Ly
Hector Mangharam
Madison Naylor
John Peiris
Kirsten Petterson
Phoebe Salim
Ann Eunice Sam
Atharva Sathe
Lauren Schneider
Soham Shah
Annabelle Sharma
Venuja Silva

Jed Stanley
Jerry Wang
Joshua Whale
Ethan Widjaja
Jessica Wilson
Gary Wu
Yu-Cheng Wu
William Xu
Ethan Yap
Muhammad Zaidi
Yanyu Zhao 

Shifan Ahmed
Mila Arthur
Aanchal Asundi
Aden Chia
Avicknash Dayanandan
Russell Dufty
Sidney Eric
Ella Forward
Emanuel Foundas

Jayden Goh
Raphael Ho
Max Judd
Chern Yue Khor
Kenichi Makita
Anastasiia Maksymova
Matthew Maliszewski
Nirmanee Mallawa Thanthrige
Nayan Mehta

Zuokang Qu
Anais Richard
Esther Santoso
Archana Saravanaperumal
Rishita Sarkar
Lillie Sartori
Grace Sinclair
Rachel Tan
Timothy Tan

Sashank Thapa
Chau Tran
Rudra Trivedi
Isabeau van der Kooy
Bryan Wee
Shehan Weeraratna
Benedict Widjaja
Sithika Wijesiri
Aaron Yong


