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Top-flight: Class of 2023 proven high-flyers

The Class of 2023 have achieved some ‘sensational’ results, as described by Principal Mitchell Mackay.
Lillie Sartori, Hanlin Shao, Chau Tran and Max Wu achieved a perfect ATAR of 99.95. In total, 66 students achieved an ATAR of 
99 plus, 14 students achieved a General Exhibition, 41 students achieved a subject Certificate of Excellence and 114 students 
were awarded a Certificate of Distinction. Subject Exhibitions were awarded to five students—Nirmanee Mallawa Thanthrige for 
Economics, Shiyi Zhang for Human Biology, Max Wu for Mathematics Specialist, Cohan Cockburn for Philosophy and Ethics, and 
Sachi Elliott for Visual Arts.

The West Australian, based on their analysis 
of data released by the School Curriculum 
and Standards Authority, announced Perth 
Modern School at the top of their list, based 
on how frequently schools were named for 
its Year 12 students achieving top marks 
across individual subjects.

Lillie Sartori, who graduated as Dux of Perth 
Modern and achieved a 99.95 ATAR, said 
she had managed to enjoy a balanced life 
with frequent sport and going out with her 
friends.

‘I am exceptionally grateful for my teachers 
at school and family for supporting me 
through the last few years,’ Lillie said. 
‘Additionally, I am so appreciative of 
my cohort at school for being such an 
intelligent, nurturing and kind group of 
people, I love my cohort of friends at school 
so much and it has been an honour to have 
experienced high school with such a diverse 

and smart group of people who are all so 
supportive of each other.’

Chau Tran, Runner-Up Dux, said she had 
opened her ATAR result alone in her room 
and made her family wait outside.

‘I was extremely nervous because I had felt 
a bit unsure walking out of the exams,’ Chau 
said. ‘However, when I saw my ATAR [99.95], 
I screamed and ran out of the room to call 
my family in. We were all ecstatic.’

‘I felt overjoyed that all the hard work 
I had put in, as well as all the help and 
support I had received from my teachers, 
family and friends, lead to me achieving a 
goal that I had dreamt of for so long, but was 
never truly certain I could achieve,’ she said.

Chau gave a lot of credit to her teachers.

‘Whenever I was struggling with school, 
whether it be a disappointing score or 
difficulties handling the ATAR, I talked 
to my teachers. They have a wealth of 

experience and supported me in so many 
ways. I wouldn’t have gotten where I am 
without them.’

Principal Mitchell Mackay said he was 
delighted to see students reach their 
academic goals.

‘This is a very hard-working group of 
students, and it has been so pleasing to see 
them helping each other, creating study 
groups and cheering each other on when 
they do well.’

‘Our students are also wonderfully 
supported by their families who value the 
power of education, and our dedicated 
teaching staff who always go above and 
beyond. I congratulate them and look 
forward to seeing them successfully forge 
their chosen career paths and as the leaders 
of the future.’

See the full list of award winners  
on pages 4–7.

High-flyers—sensational results were achieved by the Class of 2023 in the WACE.
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From the PrincipalFrom the Principal
A tremendously successful year
Congratulations to all our students on a tremendously successful 2023 
school year at Perth Modern School! Last year has been extraordinary for 
our students as they have grown and flourished as individuals. They have 
embraced new opportunities, such as playing music and participating in plays, 
while also excelling in sports and bonding with one another during camps and 
social events. Our students have achieved both team and individual trophies, as 
well as accolades in various areas. 

As the Principal, it has been an immense privilege to lead this exceptional school where both 
students and staff are encouraged and supported to reach their full potential.

Class of 2023 achieved exceptional results
Our Class of 2023 graduates performed exceptionally well in their final academic 
examinations. Perth Modern School was acknowledged again as the top school in 
Western Australia with our students receiving more academic awards than any other 
school. There were 66 students who received above 99 for their ATAR and 209 students 
who achieved an ATAR above 90. In addition, 14 General Exhibitions were awarded and 
five Subject Exhibitions achieved.

It is a Perth Modern School tradition each year, to invite all our past students who received 
state academic awards to speak with our Year 11 and 12 students and to be acknowledged 
for their outstanding achievements. Early in Term 1, they returned for a lovely congratulatory 
assembly where they spoke of not only the support that the school had provided in helping 
them achieve academic excellence but also how they had been nurtured for growth in 
developing their ability to communicate, lead and become happy and confident adults.  
I wish them all the very best for their future endeavours.

Year 7 Pin Ceremony
As is now tradition, every year our new Year 7 students are welcomed in a special 
Pin Ceremony, where they receive the Sphinx Pin to congratulate them on 
becoming a ‘Modernian.’ 

Students wear the Sphinx Pin with pride and it will be a keepsake they keep forever as 
proud Modernians. It is such a happy event, with excited students and proud families in 
attendance.  Here are some photos from the wonderful 2023 ceremony …

ABOVE FROM TOP: Principal Mitchell Mackay 
addressing the audience; and Year 7 Student 
Councillor Kian Arquiza-Relenas spoke about what 
Year 7 at Perth Modern had offered him so far.

BELOW FROM LEFT: Head Prefect Chudy Isidienu was 
one of the MCs; singing the school song Moderna 
Schola; and proud students receiving their Sphinx Pin.
PHOTOS BY BLISS PHOTOGRAPHY
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And congratulations …
I congratulate the students below for their accolades in Term 4:

2024 P&C Executive Committee
Congratulations to the following who are office holders in the 2024 P&C.
President Monojeet (Jeet) Ghosh
Vice-President  Wilfrid (Wilf) Johnston
Secretary Steven Paradiss
Treasurer Jill Champion
Executive Committee Shane Best
  Jade Furness
  James Lear
 Sharon Williams

• Cameron Ramsell in Year 10 won the 
Horrie Jones Memorial Perpetual 
Trophy for photography at the Kelmscott 
Agricultural Show.

• Diya Sanjay, Sara Rajwani and Bhuvika 
Garg in Year 8 and Ethan Widjaja in 
Year 11 won gold medals in the National 
History Challenge. Ethan was the national 
winner of the Indigenous category and 
was awarded the overall title of WA’s 
Young Historian.

• Meena Srinivasan in Year 10 was the 
West Australian Young Entrepreneur of 
the Year as part of the Next Gen Awards 
WA Showcase.

• Anushree Sathe in Year 8 was the United 
Nations Youth Voice Competition 
Junior Division winner.

• Rhea Kewalram and Anushree Sathe 
in Year 8 were winners in the STEM 
Challenge competition.

• Siddarth Sankara Subbaiyan in Year 8 
was a finalist in the Mission Australia 
Young Changemaker award category in 
the WA Youth Awards. He also received 
an ISWA Youth Excellence award.

• Tony Nguyen in Year 11 was awarded 
First Prize in the 16th Chinese-Bridge 
Proficiency competition.

• Mahek Aribenchi in Year 10 and Henry 
Bird in Year 11 came third in their 
respective divisions of the Alliance 
Française Examination.

• Dylan Chauhan, Francis Lopez, Zara 
Nguyen and Sophia Sadekova won First 
Prize in the Languages Live Competition.

• Lilian Baldwin, Anu Sathe, Vidaa 
Sandeep, Diya Sanjay and Mia 
Saranovic won the Novice Division of 
the WA School Debating competition.

• Avani Rooprai and Mary McCusker in 
Year 10 won the Grand Final of the British 
Parliamentary Debating Competition.

• Sashank Thapa in Year 12 and Henry 
Bird in Year 11 were runners-up in the 
Evatt Trophy Model United Nations 
competition.

• James Dark in Year 10 won a WA Police 
Union Scholarship for Years 11–12.

• Zoe Edwards in Year 7 and Jireh Chin in 
Year 9 were selected to exhibit in the City 
of South Perth’s Emerging Artist Award. 
Zoe was announced the winner of the 
Sculpture/Textiles category.

• Jasmine Wu in Year 10 has been named 
the Table Tennis WA Junior Female 
Player of the Year.

• Seb Thomas in Year 10 was named Most 
Inspiring Junior Player by the Wests 
Scarborough Rugby Union Club where he 
captains the U15 team.

• Kiran Finn in Year 7 won a Gold medal 
for WA at the Australian U13 National 
Hockey Tournament.

Mitch Mackay, Principal

• Catherine (Caiyan) Yu in Year 9 was the 
recipient of two medals at the Australian 
Mathematics Competition awards 
ceremony. She was awarded one medal 
as the highest scoring Year 9 student in 
Western Australia and the Cheryl Praeger 
Medal for being the highest performing 
Year 9 student in Australia.

• Anoushka Gupta, James Ji, Ishika 
Balram and Beatrice Chong achieved a 
State medal for having the best project in 
WA in the National Mathematics Talent 
Quest.

• Rayden Oliveiro and Jayden Yip in Year 
9 won the University of Melbourne 
Mathematics and Statistics Research 
Competition for WA.

• Thomas Dong in Year 7 achieved the 
highest score for Year 7 in the Australian 
Maths Competition.

• Till O’Callaghan in Year 12 is the winner of 
the The Best Australian Yarn Short Story 
Youth 15–18 age category.

• Kshithij Chandrashekar in Year 10 is the 
national winner of Generation Z of the 
Year.

• Ishika Balram in Year 10 won an 
International Science Olympiad Silver 
medal in the International Junior 
Science Olympiad held in Thailand.

• Catherine Yu, Rayden Oliveiro, 
Jayden Yip and Ethan Yap were the 
overall winners of the WA Junior Maths 
Olympiad.

• Monroe Wang, Beatrice Chong, 
Anoushka Gupta, Ava van Dommelen, 
Rosanne Arul Raja, Samantha See 
and Ishika Balram were the Year 10 
champions at the Game Changer 
Awards.

• Alice Tanner, Parmis Delavarpour, 
Danny Edwards, Paul Hodges and 
Oceana Oakley were the ‘Constellations’ 
team that were overall champions in the 
FIRST® LEGO® League Tournament held 
at Curtin University.

• The team featuring Sonia Yeo, Kshithij 
Chandrashekar, Abby Li, Ethan Kelly, 
Anoushka Gupta, Qiufei Li, Sumedha 
Ghosh and Alice Tanner won the national 
Da Vinci Decathlon for Year 10 held at 
Knox Grammar in Sydney.

• Soham Talukdar in Year 7 sang Perfect by 
Ed Sheeran at Telethon.



Tuckwell Scholarship 
recipient Rishita Sarkar with 

Principal Mitchell Mackay.
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School Curriculum and Standards Authority Award Winners

Class of 2023 is  
the best in the west
BETHANY HIATT, THE WEST AUSTRALIAN

Six public schools have been ranked among the top 10 schools 
in WA based on the number of subjects in which their Year 12s 
excelled last year.

The West Australian has crunched data released by the School 
Curriculum and Standards Authority to create a list based on how 
frequently each school was named for its Year 12 students achieving 
top marks across individual subjects.

Chau Tran, Lillie Sartori, Max Wu and Hanlin Shao achieved ‘perfect’ ATARs of 99.95.

Rishita Sarkar

‘I think when you choose subjects that you are personally passionate about 
you can persevere even when things are a bit rough, you find the drive to 
keep going.

‘I found it really helpful to 
have people around, your 
teachers or your friends, 
that you can bounce ideas 
around with and discuss 
what you are learning with 
each other.  
I think that’s a great way to 
consolidate your learning.’

Rishita is the recipient of 
the Tuckwell Scholarship 
to ANU.

Topping the list for a second consecutive year is the 
academically selective Perth Modern School in Subiaco, 
lauded for a staggering 26 subjects ranging across the 
spectrum from ancient history to visual arts.

Mod students give  
their top tips for ATAR success
Some of our students who achieved an ATAR of 99 or above 
share their ‘secrets to their success’ below.

Mitchell Morris

‘You have to try and enjoy your Year 12. The memories and your friends will 
last a lot longer than your ATAR score. Try and have perspective. Start your 
study schedule early on. Work hard when you need to work hard, as that will 
give you time to play hard as well.’

Avicknash Dayanandan – Head Prefect 2023

‘Always try and push yourself outside of your comfort zone. The more you 
do that, the better you will be, not just academically but in life skills and as 
a person in general.’

Ella Forward

‘To achieve my result, I spent many hours studying. I would spend the 
evenings recapping what I had learnt that day. Then on the weekends  
I would mainly do practice questions, practice exams and assignments.
My main tip for doing well is to get enough sleep so you can be productive 
the next day. Trust the work you have put in throughout the year so you 
can relax a bit during exam periods. Also make sure to reward yourself 
when you achieve one of your goals.’

Chau Tran

‘I think the most important thing you need to prioritise in Year 12 is 
learning from your mistakes and asking for help. There’s always going to 
be setbacks, but you need to look at them as an opportunity to improve 
for the future.

Other than that, I spent a lot of time on the concepts before doing any 
practice questions. It’s also important to put in a little work every day 
rather than cramming before an assessment.’

Rishita Sarkar, Lillie Sartori, Avicknash Dayanandan, Mitchell Morris and Ella Forward.



Mathematics teacher Mr Mark Sweeney congratulates students.
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Shifan Ahmed
Fiona Antony
Aanchal Asundi
Saman Azam
Dominic Beer
Sonja Braunl
Austin Chen
Cohan Cockburn
Avicknash Dayanandan
Sachi Elliott
Sidney Eric
Welisarage (Kendrea) Fernando
Ella Forward
Emanuel Foundas
Jayden Goh
Karen Harvey
Raphael Ho
Faith Hoe
Masa Hongo
Ethan Irawan
William James
Max Judd
Chern Yue Khor
Daniel Kong
Chelsea Lee
Hamdan Mahmood
Anastasiia Maksymova
Matthew Maliszewski
Nirmanee Mallawa Thanthrige
Nayan Mehta
Arsalan Mishani

Mitchell Morris
Siddharth Narayanan
Aditya Natarajan
Chelsea Ong
Sainuja Pather
Zuokang Qu
Sophie Royle
Esther Santoso
Archana Saravanaperumal
Rohan Sarda
Rishita Sarkar
Inesh Sarukkalige
Grace Sinclair
Culzean Spence
Rachel Tan
Timothy Tan
Xuan Tang
Aaron Teo
Sashank Thapa
Rudra Trivedi
Isabeau van der Kooy
Bryan Wee
Shehan Weeraratna
Benedict Widjaja
Sithika Wijesiri
Jona Wu
Wenqian Xu
Aaron Yong
Chengyi Zhang
Shiyi Zhang
Alex Zheng

General Exhibitions
General Exhibitions are awarded to the 50 eligible students in 
the State with the highest School Curriculum and Standards 
Authority WACE score based on the average of five scaled 
scores with at least two from each of the humanities/arts list 
and the mathematics/science list.

Chau Tran
Lillie Sartori
Bryan Wee
Avicknash Dayanandan
Hanlin Shao
Aaron Yong
Shifan Ahmed

Sidney Eric
Fiona Antony
Rudra Trivedi
Grace Sinclair
Faith Hoe
Sonja Braunl
Archana Saravanaperumal

Subject Exhibitions
A Subject Exhibition is awarded to the top eligible student 
obtaining the highest combined mark in a WACE subject.

Economics:  Nirmanee Mallawa Thanthrige
Human Biology:  Shiyi Zhang
Mathematics Specialist:  Max Wu
Philosophy and Ethics:  Cohan Cockburn
Visual Arts:  Sachi Elliott

The Class of 2023 did brilliantly in the WACE.

Lillie Sartori
Hanlin Shao

Chau Tran
Max Wu

99.95 ATAR

99 Club
The students below obtained an ATAR of 99+ (this list does not 
include the students above who obtained 99.95)
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Subject Certificate of Excellence
A Subject Certificate of Excellence is awarded to an eligible student who is in the top 0.5 percent of  
candidates in a WACE subject or the top two candidates (whichever is greater) in a WACE subject.

Human Biology Shamary Fernando (Year 11) 
 Shiyi Zhang
Japanese: Second Language Fiona Antony
Literature Sainuja Pather
Mathematics Applications Joseph Coleman
Mathematics Methods Vinura Elvadura (Year 11)
 Jayden Goh
 Dhruv Patel (Year 11)
 John Peiris (Year 11)
 Rudra Trivedi 
Mathematics Specialist Chelsea Ong
 Max Wu
Modern History Sashank Thapa 
Philosophy and Ethics Cohan Cockburn 
Physics Dominic Beer
 Raphael Ho
 Arsalan Mishani
 Shehan Weeraratna
 Max Wu
Visual Arts Sachi Elliott

Biology Esther Santoso
Chemistry Fiona Antony
 Dominic Beer 
 Pranav Borude (Year 11)
 Jayden Goh 
 Ethan Widjaja (Year 11)
 Max Wu
 Aaron Yong
Computer Science Aaron Teo
Economics Jonathan Foster (Year 11)
 Chern Yue Khor
 Nirmanee Mallawa Thanthrige
Engineering Studies Raphael Ho
English Shifan Ahmed
 Saman Azam 
 Loic Dutry 
 Alexander Mills 
 Sampurna Mitra 
 Sainuja Pather
 Alex Zheng
French Second Language William Xu (Year 11)



 Lillie Sartori giving an interview to 
the Department of Education.
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Certificate of Distinction
A Certificate of Distinction is awarded to each eligible student who, in their 
last three years of secondary WACE enrolment, achieved 190–200 points.

Shifan Ahmed
Jack Alexander
Bowen An
Anjitha Antony
Mila Arthur
Aanchal Asundi
Saman Azam
Shrihan Bandi
Jose Angelo Barcena
Christina Barnes 
Dominic Beer
Sonja Braunl
Thomas Brook
Maxwell Bungey
Austin Chen
Aden Chia
Ethan Chua
Stefan Ciutina
Cohan Cockburn
Eamon Cooper
Avicknash Dayanandan
Agampodi De Zoysa
Yunfei Dong
Russell Dufty
Elliott Dunn
Rafael Effendi
Sachi Elliott
Sidney Eric
Albert Eyssautier

Welisarage Fernando
Ella Forward
Emanuel Foundas
Jayden Goh
Raphael Ho
Robert Ho
Faith Hoe
Masa Hongo
Ethan Irawan
William James
Andrea Jancik
Max Judd
Baxter Kakulas
Parker Kenworthy
Chern Yue Khor
Daniel Kong
Matilda Kosok
Winston Kwan
Jennifer Le
Chelsea Lee
Minxuan Li
Huimin Liu
Hamdan Mahmood
Kenichi Makita
Anastasiia Maksymova
Matthew Maliszewski
Nirmanee Mallawa Thanthrige
Samsara Mattin
Nayan Mehta

En-Mei Miao
Arsalan Mishani
Mitchell Morris
Aditya Natarajan
Vu Minh Hoang Nguyen
Chelsea Ong
Anakin Lee Oxford
Saad Ozair
Vikram Penikalapati
Christian Philander
Oliver Porter
Isla Purse 
Zuokang Qu
Anais Richard
Sophie Royle
Freja Salt
Naynika Sanoj
Esther Santoso
Archana Saravanperumal
Rohan Sarda
Rishita Sarkar
Lillie Sartori
Inesh Sarukkalige
Amos Seethor
Hanlin Shao
Grace Sinclair
Jayden Singh
Culzean Spence
Rachel Tan

Timothy Tan
Aaron Teo
Sashank Thapa
Aaron Thomas
Eric Townsend
Chau Tran 
Rudra Trivedi
Isabeau van der Kooy
Kaelan van Zyl
Aadi Warrier
Bryan Wee
Shehan Weeraratna
Benedict Widjaja 
Sithika Wijesiri
Grace Wong
Jona Wu
Max Wu
Wenqian Xu
Aaron Yong
Chengyi Zhang
Shiyi Zhang
Sophia Zhao
Zewen Zhao
Alex Zheng
Encan Zhou
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Presentation Awards are received at the  
Presentation Ceremony at the end of Year 12.

Dux of Perth Modern School
Lillie Sartori

Runner-Up Dux  
of Perth Modern School 
Chau Tran

Principal’s Award 
Emanuel Foundas

2023 Presentation Awards

Perth Modern School Awards 
House Awards

Perth Modern School Award  
for Academic Excellence
Sachi Elliott
Faith Hoe
Chern Yue Khor
Archana Saravanaperumal
Lillie Sartori
Hanlin Shao

Grace Sinclair
Timothy Tan
Chau Tran
Bryan Wee
Shehan Weeraratna
Max Wu

Principal Mitchell Mackay with the Perth Modern School Award for Academic Excellence recipients.

Principal Mitchell Mackay with Dux Lillie Sartori and Runner-Up Dux Chau Tran. 

Gold House Award
Ethan Chua
Daniel Kong
Zhifei Lan
Nirmanee Mallawa Thanthrige
Anais Richard
Georgia Stewart
Shehan Weeraratna

Gold House Award Previously Awarded
Avicknash Dayanandan
Sidney Eric
Ally Firth
Robert Ho
Faith Hoe
Ethan Irawan
Max Judd
Chern Yue Khor
Chelsea Lee
Matthew Maliszewski
Mitchell Morris

Chelsea Ong
Sophie Royle
Esther Santoso
Archana Saravanaperumal
Rishita Sarkar
Lillie Sartori
Grace Sinclair
Timothy Tan
Chau Tran
Shiyi Zhang

Platinum House Award
Lillie Sartori
Esther Santoso
Archana Saravanaperumal
Rishita Sarkar
Grace Sinclair
Timothy Tan
Chau Tran

Diamond House Award 
Esther Santoso

Emanuel Foundas receiving the Principal’s Award. 
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Sphinx Society Awards
Six Semesters
Shifan Ahmed
Mila Arthur
Aanchal Asundi
Sonja Braunl
Avicknash Dayanandan
Sidney Eric
Emanuel Foundas
Faith Hoe
Chern Yue Khor
Nirmanee Mallawa Thanthrige
Mitchell Morris
Anais Richard

Sophie Royle
Esther Santoso
Archana Saravanaperumal
Rishita Sarkar
Lillie Sartori
Grace Sinclair
Timothy Tan
Chau Tran
Isabeau van der Kooy
Bryan Wee
Benedict Widjaja
Sithika Wijesiri

Youth Ambassador Awards
For achieving 50+ hours of Community Service 
Nirmanee Mallawa Thanthrige
Esther Santoso

Lillie Sartori
Benedict Widjaja

For achieving 100+ hours of Community Service 
Divija Agarwal
Ethan Irawan
Welisarage Fernando
Ella Forward
Zhifei Lan
Megan McCaffrey
Sainuja Pather

Anais Richard
Freja Salt
Archana Saravanaperumal
Rishita Sarkar
Grace Sinclair
Inesh Sarukkalige
Jason Zhao

Year Book Award 
Isabella Henry
Yoninah Santos 

Betty Sagar Sustainability Award 
Angelica Kinney

Australian Defence Force 2023  
Long Tan Youth Leadership & Teamwork 
Award 
Elliott Dunn

Australian Defence Force 2023  
Future Innovators Award 
Raphael Ho

The Clare Casey Service Award 
Esther Santoso 

Subiaco Service Above Self Award 
Grace Sinclair

The Ampol Best All Rounder Award
Adib Ahmed
Freya Salt

Stan Perron Medal 
Zhifei Lan

Commitment to Excellence Award 
Rishita Sarkar

Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award
Kiara Arthur
Elliott Dunn
Amelia Waldron

Associate Principal Fiona Tholet presents the Yearbook Award to Isabella Henry and Yoninah Santos. Rishita Sarkar achieved the Commitment to Excellence Award.



The more grounded you are,  the higher you fly . . .  J.R. Rim
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Leadership to School Awards
Presented to Head Prefects
Avicknash Dayanandan and Emanuel Foundas

And Presentation to School Prefects
Shifan Ahmed
Anjitha Antony
Ian Lewis
Nirmanee Mallawa Thanthrige
Rishita Sarkar

Presented to the House Leaders
Brown:  Esther Santoso and Aditya Natarajan
Downing: Divija Agarwal and Ethan Nguyen
Parsons:  Chelsea Lee and James Trevor
Sampson:  Freja Salt and Rohan Maitland

Subject Awards
Arts and Technologies Awards 
Computer Science  Nayan Metha 
Design   Alisa McDonnell
Drama   Saman Azam
The Hopper Art Award for Visual Art  Sachi Elliott

English Awards 
Ella Mackay Award for English  Saman Azam
Literature   Lillie Sartori

Humanities and Social Science Awards 
Accounting and Finance  Xuan Tang
Barry Jones Award for Ancient History  Culzean Spence
Economics  Lillie Sartori
Mike McGinley Award  
for Modern History  Sachi Elliott
Philosophy and Ethics  Cohan Cockburn 
    William James
Politics and Law  Sashank Thapa
Law Society of WA Politics and Law  
Certificate of Excellence for the  
top Politics and Law student  Sashank Thapa

Languages Awards 
Chinese Background Language  Yanyu Zhao (Year 11)
Chinese Second Language Lillie Sartori
French Second Language  Archana Saravanaperumal
Italian Second Language Benedict Widjaja
Japanese Second Language  Fiona Antony

Mathematics Awards 
Mathematics Applications  Joseph Coleman
Mathematics Methods  Vinura Elvadura (Year 11)  
    John Peiris (Year 11) 
Mathematics Specialist  Max Wu

Music Awards 
Music    Sidney Eric
Outstanding Instrumental Music Student  Chern Yue Khor, 
    Sidney Eric
Dettman Music Scholarship  Sophie Royle
Irene Jolley Memorial Choral Award  Seth Pinto

 The Australian Defence Force 2023 Long Tan Youth 
Leadership and Teamwork Award went to Elliott Dunn.
 Grace Sinclair was awarded the Subiaco Service Above 
Self Award.
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Physical Education Awards  
Physical Education Studies  Thomas Brook
Sportsman of the Year  Conor Blycha 
    Thomas Brook 
Sportswoman of the Year  Megan McCaffrey
Sports Citizen of the Year Jazz Ohayon

Science Awards 
Biology   Esther Santoso
Chemistry  Max Wu
Engineering Studies  Raphael Ho
“Engineers Australia” – Certificates for  
Excellence in Engineering Studies Raphael Ho 
    Elliott Dunn
Human Biology  Sonja Braunl 
    Sophia Zhao 
Physics   Max Wu
Psychology  Saman Azam
“Engineers Australia” – Certificates for  
Excellence in Science and Mathematics  
Shifan Ahmed
Dominic Beer
Aden Chia
Stefan Cuitina
Ella Forward
Jayden Goh
Raphael Ho
Robert Ho
Faith Hoe
Ethan Irawan
Daniel Kong
Hamdan Mahmood
Anastasiia Maksymova
Nirmanee Mallawa Thanthrige
Arsalan Mishani
Aditya Natarajan
Chelsea Ong
Kang Qu

Archana Saravanaperumal
Rishita Sarkar
Inesh Sarukkalige
Jayden Singh
Hanlin Shao
Grace Sinclair
Chau Tran
Rudra Trivedi
Isabeau van der Kooy
Kaelan van Zyl
Bryan Wee
Shehan Weeraratna
Sithika Wijesiri
Grace Wong
Max Wu
Leo Xu
Aaron Yong
Alex Zheng

 Jazz Ohayon was awarded Sports Citizen of the Year  
by Head of Health and Physical Education Mark Muir.
 Head of Music Philippa Roy congratulates Sidney Eric  
and Chern Yue Khor, joint winners of the  
Outstanding Instrumental Music Student Award.

 Winner of the Biology Award, Esther Santoso, with Associate 
Principal Fiona Tholet.



Anushree Sathe with judge 2023 One Young World Politician of 
the Year, Hon. Ayor Makur Chout MLC.
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Student Accolades

Anushree wins UN Youth Voice  
Junior Competition
Congratulations to Anushree Sathe in Year 8 who was named the winner 
of the United Nations Youth Voice Competition Junior Division on Sunday, 
19 November. The competition required students to present a speech on a 
selected topic and then respond to impromptu questions.

Anushree presented a logical and compelling speech responding to the topic: ‘How do 
we develop the skills required for young people to feel comfortable when navigating 
the transition to adulthood?’ The competition was judged by UN Youth adjudicators 
and 2023 One Young World Politician of the Year, Hon. Ayor Makur Chout MLC.

Well done also to Sophie Nham and Ananya Sachidanandan in Year 10 who were 
Grand Finalists in the Senior Division.

All the participant speeches will be forwarded to the WA government as part of their 
consultation for the 2024 Youth Action Plan.

Cameron wins Horrie Jones Memorial 
Trophy for Photography
At the October Kelmscott Agricultural Show, Year 10 student Cameron 
Ramsell entered a variety of photographs in the student photography section. 

For the second year in a row, he won the Horrie Jones Memorial Perpetual Trophy 
(Open Category for High Schools) for the most points across the section.

Cameron Ramsell receiving his award from Agricultural Society President Darryl Dawes.

Thomas Dong wins  
Australian Maths Competition Medal
Congratulations to Thomas Dong in Year 7 who has just received a medal from 
the Australian Maths Trust for achieving the highest score in Year 7 in WA for 
the Australian Maths Competition. 

According to his maths teacher in 2023, Ms Liu Zhang, Thomas is a natural 
problem-solver and loves mathematical challenges.

Thomas Dong

Jasmine wins Table Tennis WA 
Junior Female Award
For the second consecutive year, Jasmine Wu in Year 10 has won the  
Table Tennis WA Junior Female Player of the Year accolade at the 
organisation’s annual awards ceremony.

This caps off a stellar year for Jasmine, achieving Gold and Silver medals in major 
national competitions as well as Gold in WA state titles for U15 and U19 Girls singles 
and Women’s Open and Junior doubles champions.

Her younger sister, Chelsea Wu, has also played above her age winning Silver medals 
in WA state titles for U15 and U19 Girls, as well as Bronze in national competitions.

Chelsea Wu and Jasmine Wu.
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National History Challenge winners
LOUISE SECKER, HEAD OF HASS

Meena named West Australian  
Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Meena Srinivasan in Year 10 has recently been awarded the West 
Australian Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award as part of the Next Gen 
Awards WA Showcase. She won the award for her ‘mini steps’ idea.

‘Mini steps’ began in late 2022, driven by Meena’s deep love for the environment 
and the breathtaking flora and fauna of South West Australia. She found 
inspiration in the sustainability lessons learned during her primary school 
days, where concepts like reusing, reducing, and recycling resonated deeply. 
It dawned on her—why aren’t we all embracing these practices in our daily lives?

Amidst our hectic routines, the wealth of information and its application can 
feel overwhelming. That’s where ‘mini steps’ comes into play. Meena’s mission 
centres around transforming consumer behaviour by championing the idea of 
buying local. She scours the region for unique local products and shares their 
stories with the people of Western Australia, primarily in the vibrant markets of 
Perth.

Through a multi-faceted approach encompassing social media, a dedicated 
website, and forthcoming projects like podcasts and blogs, Meena aims to raise 
awareness and inspire a community of environmentally conscious consumers.

With ‘mini steps,’ she hopes to make a big difference, one small choice at a time.

Meena Srinivasan with her West Australian Young Entrepreneur  
of the Year award.

Young History Challenge winners Diya Sanjay, Sara Rajwani, Bhuvika Garg and Ethan Widjaja.

Congratulations to Diya Sanjay, Sara Rajwani, Bhuvika Garg and 
Ethan Widjaja who were all awarded Young Historian Gold in the 
2023 National History Challenge. 

The students selected their own topic, conducted research during 
Term 2 and 3, developed a thesis and produced sophisticated 
arguments via their choice of presentation format. This year’s theme 
was ‘change and continuity’ and saw thousands of students across 
Australia participate.

Diya and Sara explored women’s rights in Australia and were named 
the WA winners for the Women’s History category.

Bhuvika explored the changes and continuities in the purpose, 
themes and characters of the TV program, Sesame Street and was 
named the WA winner of the Year 8 category.

Ethan explored how First Nations people have been represented in 
Australian literature since our colonial past through to the present day 
and the links to our Australian identity. He was named the WA winner 
of the Year 11/12 category and the national winner of the Indigenous 
category which resulted in him being awarded the overall title of WA’s 
Young Historian.

Ethan travelled to Canberra to be awarded his national prize in a 
ceremony at Parliament House on 27 November.
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Siddarth is finalist  
for WA Youth Awards  
Young Changemaker  
and wins ISWA Youth 
Excellence Award
Siddharth Sankara Subbaiyan in 
Year 8 was a finalist in the WA Youth 
Awards in the Mission Australia Young 
Changemaker category.

Siddharth also received an ISWA Youth 
Excellence Award 2023 at ISWA Diwali Mela 
awards night.

The Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia 
said this about Siddharth:

Congratulations to Siddharth Sankara 
Subbaiyan on making it to the finalist 
stage of The Mission Australia Young 
Changemaker Award!

ABOVE: Ishika Balram won a silver medal at the  
International Junior Science Olympiad.

LEFT: Ishika in training at the Olympiad Summer School.

Ishika brings home International Science 
Olympiad Silver Medal
Perth Modern School student Ishika Balram has represented Australia at the 
2023 International Junior Science Olympiad (IJSO) in Thailand which was 
held from December 1–10. Ishika won a silver medal in this hard-fought and 
competitive international competition.

The Australian team consisted of six students who participated in the Junior Science 
Olympiad program throughout 2023, delivered by Australian Science Innovations.

Ishika achieved outstanding results in the Junior Science Olympiad exam held across 
Australia in June 2023. She was invited to attend Summer School and was then 
chosen for the Australian team who competed at the IJSO.

The IJSO is a globally recognised competition, held annually, that features young 
science students from over 70 countries around the world. It is an exciting 
opportunity for students under the age of 16 to explore their interest in science. 
Through challenging theoretical and practical tests across various scientific 
disciplines, competitors are encouraged to think critically, experiment and solve 
problems. The IJSO also provides an environment for students to connect with 
people from unique backgrounds and experience different cultures.

Ishika said: ‘I was extremely excited to be selected to represent Australia for the IJSO 
this year in Thailand and wanted to make the most out of this opportunity. It was 
fantastic to meet and compete against students from around the world and deepen 
my scientific knowledge in the process.’

Ishika enjoys all disciplines of science, as she believes they are all ‘deeply 
interconnected and fascinating in their own way’. She thinks having a broad 
knowledge of multiple disciplines can be helpful as it strengthens understanding in 
other areas.

Her parents have always encouraged her to pursue science and STEM subjects. At 
Perth Modern, students are encouraged to try science programs and competitions 
like Junior Science Olympiad and the Australian Space Design Competition.

‘At Spring School, some of my initial lab experiments and practicals did not work out 
or yielded disappointing results. Although this was disheartening at first, I tried to 
remember that there are always new opportunities to try again and that if there is a 
problem it most likely can be solved.’

Principal of Perth Modern School Mitchell Mackay said:

‘We are so proud of Ishika, who won her spot on the national team after a rigorous 
selection process.

‘She is such a hard worker who is always seeking to further her knowledge and 
understanding of complex science topics as well as finely hone her practical skills in 
science.’

Siddarth Subbaiyan at the 2023 WA Youth Awards.

About Siddharth: Siddharth’s journey as a 
young leader started with helping to develop 
the City of Canning’s youth engagement 
strategy in 2021. After participating in the 
City of Canning Changing Your World forum 
in 2022, Siddharth, with mentoring from 
Millennium Kids, developed climate change 
postcards in English, Punjabi, and Mandarin. 
The postcards have straightforward climate 
change messaging with ten steps families 
can take to reduce their carbon footprint. He 
is now on the Millennium Kids Youth Board, 
attends events to inspire young people to 
have a voice around the environmental issues 
they care about and has helped facilitate 
the Agents of Climate Change, a project 
co-designed by young people to engage in 
climate education and action.



Exceptional schooling | Exceptional students 15

Mod continues its fantastic 
track record in debating
LOUISE SECKER, HEAD OF HASS

2023 has been an incredible year for our debating 
students. More than 250 students participated in the 
Western Australian Debating League competition 
across Terms 1–4, competing against schools from 
across the metropolitan area. Well done to all the 
students who participated and demonstrated 
commitment, perseverance and empathy.

The Grand Final of the Schools’ Debating Competition 
was held on 17 October. Our Novice team presented an 
engaging debate against John XXIII College and were 
named Novice Champions for 2023. The team consisted of 
Diya Sanjay, Anu Sathe, Mia Saranovic, Vidaa Sandeep and 
Liliana Baldwin.

The Grand Final of the British Parliamentary Debating 
Competition was held on 1 November at the Old Supreme 
Court Building. In the Cygnet (junior) division it was an 
all-Government Schools final, with one team from Shenton 
College and three teams from Perth Modern School. 
The topic for the debate was ‘This house would provide 
academic scholarships’. All debaters spoke passionately 
with nuanced arguments about the benefits or detriments 
of academic scholarships.

Perth Modern School students Avani Rooprai and Mary 
McCusker were named Champions.

Also debating from Perth Modern School were Avash 
Shakya and Jacob Heath, Ajit Penikalapati and Ishaan 
Kanodia.

In the Swan (senior division) the Perth Modern School team 
of Sophie Nham and Elaina Roy were named Runner-up 
Champions.

Anushree and  
Rhea top win  

STEM Challenge 
awards

Rhea Kewalram and Anushree Sathe 
in Year 8 have won awards in the 

Australian National University  
STEM Challenge.

Each week of the competition had a 
different topic, and Rhea was successful 
with her poster on Cyanotypes and the 
science behind them and her song and 

presentation on Misinformation.

Anushree won with her submission on 
fibre optics as a carrier of data.

Anushree Sathe was successful in the STEM 
Challenge competition with her submission 
on fibre optics.

ABOVE: WADL Novice champions Liliana Baldwin, Diya Sanjay, Mia Saranovic, Vidaa Sandeep  
and Anu Sathe.
BELOW FROM LEFT: British Parliamentary Debating Junior Division Champions Avani Rooprai  
and Mary McCusker; and Senior Division Runner-up Champions Elaina Roy and Sophie Nham.

Rhea Kewalram had two winning 
entries in the STEM Challenge awards.

Rhea Kewalram’s winning entry  
on Cyanotypes.

cyanotypes

R H E A  K E W A L R A M -  P E R T H  M O D E R N

Cyanotype is one of the oldest photographic printing processes that was invented by Sir John 

Herschel in 1842.  Prints that have been traditionally cyanotyped have a  distinctive cyan blue and 

white colouration due to their exposure to UV light. How is a traditional cyanotype created?
1. In dim lighting, paper or fabric is coated with a solution of ferric

Ammonium Citrate and Potassium Ferricyanide. (In the acrylic version I did, I

coated the page in acrylic paint dissolved in water)
2. The subjects of the print (eg. dried flowers) are placed on the light

sensitive paper.
3. The paper/fabric is then exposed to UV light4. The print is then rinsed with water to remove the solution and the

subjects removed to leave a print

                                                         When exposed to light, the Ammonium Citrate in the solution

reacts and becomes Iron(II) salt which is insoluble. This then reacts

with the Potassium Ferricyandide (from the original solution) to

form Ferric Ferrocyanide (Prussian Blue). Of course only the

uncovered parts of the page/fabric are exposed to the sunlight

(UV) , meaning that only these parts turn the cyan blue, while the

covered parts remain white. To prevent the rest of the print turning

cyan blue when exposed to sunlight, the print is rinsed, removing

exess solution and leaving the print behind. In relatation to the acrylic paint version I undertook, the paint

needs to be thinned with water so that it can be drawn out from

under the parts covered. The heat of the sun drys the exposed

fabric/page more quickly and the paint that is still wet (under the

covered parts) is drawn out through the fabric through a process

called wicking, leaving the covered parts light or white. 

My Inspiration:I was inspired by the beautiful oceans and ocean landscapes in Australia. Coral reefs in Australia are home to a plethora of

breathtaking fish and plants, all of which coexist with eachother. Though coral reefs such as the Great Barrier Reef are facing coral

bleaching, I wanted to try represent a underwater coral reef in my design, with fish and lots of coral, I also wanted to try create a

wave like design. 

Subjects of my Prints:

Mardi gras aeonium Echevria 
Morus nigra(Mulberry tree)

Crassula ovata(Jade Plant) Spurge 
Ribes aureum

Pimelea ferruginea

Taxodium distichum

After I saw the finalised print of my wave design, I

decided to turn it into a scrunchie, I loved the hues of

blue and green as well as the white touches. 

What is the science behind it? 



LEFT: The artwork by Aaron Yong 
which has been acquired by the 
school.

BELOW: Aaron Yong working on the 
fine and whimsical details that makes 
his artwork visually captivating.

Perth Modern School | NEWS January 202416

2023 Year 12 Art Acquisition
KATIE CHIN, VISUAL ARTS TEACHER

Year 12 Visual Arts student Aaron Yong’s artwork,  
‘你回来了(You are back),’ is a compelling and emotionally 
charged piece that reflects his personal experiences with 
cultural disconnection and the challenges of staying 
connected with his family and relatives while living in 
Perth.

Aaron’s ability to convey these complex emotions and 
experiences through his drawing is commendable. Visual 
arts are a powerful medium for expressing personal stories 
and feelings, and Aaron has successfully captured his own 
experiences in a visually rich and intricate manner. The fine 
and whimsical details make this artwork visually captivating 
with the ability to draw viewers in with intricate and detailed 
elements makes Aaron’s artwork particularly engaging and 
enduring.

It’s wonderful that Aaron’s work will be preserved and admired 
for years to come through the school’s art acquisition. Art has 
the power to transcend time and connect with people on a 
deep level, and Aaron’s creation has the potential to do just 
that.

Aaron said of his artwork:

‘你回来了 (You are back)’ depicts a fractured and shattered 
China town amidst an industrial urban landscape, the shattered 
background represents unaligned perspectives of the forgotten 
memories of my childhood. The repetition of culturally significant 
objects in a chaotic arrangement conveys overwhelming confusion 
and chaos, a chaotic tumbling cacophony, that I feel in trying 
to navigate the interplay between my family’s culture and the 
Western lifestyle of Perth. I originally used graphite pencil to add 
fine detail and intricacy, transitioning the drawing to a large-scale 
print and rendering it in colour. The warm purples and oranges 
construct strong visual contrasts, the use of reds and yellows link to 
highly upheld colours in Chinese and South-Asian Culture.

Evatt Trophy  
Model United Nations
Perth Modern School had 28 teams from Years 9–12 that 
participated in the Evatt Trophy Model United Nations 
competition. Nine teams making the Semi-finals and four 
teams made the Grand Final which was held at Parliament 
House.

Our Grand Final teams were:

James Carrol and Finn Bradfield in Year 10;

Sashank Thapa in Year 12 and Henry Bird in Year 11;

En-Mei Miao and Yunfei Dong in Year 12; and

Anjitha Antony and Cohan Cockburn in Year 12.

Congratulations to Sashank and Henry who placed second in the 
Grand Final, and En-Mei, Yunfei, Anjitha and Cohan who placed in 
the top five. All three teams were invited the national final which 
was held in Melbourne.

Evatt award winners at Government House: Front row Yunfei Dong, Anjitha Antony, 
Cohan Cockburn and Finn Bradfield. Back row: Sashank Thapa, Henry Bird, En-Mei 
Miao and James Carroll.
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Year 10 team  
are National  

Da Vinci Champions
In the September school holidays, a team of 
eight very excited Year 10 students from Perth 
Modern School flew to Sydney, to compete in the 
demanding Da Vinci Decathlon competition held 
at Knox Grammar School.

Fresh from winning the State trials at their first 
participation, the team of Kshithij Chandrashekar, 
Sumedha Ghosh, Anoushka Gupta, Ethan Kelly, Abby Li, 
Qiufei Li, Alice Tanner, and Sonia Yeo was ready to take 
on the best in Australia!

Three days later, after competing in trials of 
Mathematics, Science, Art and Poetry, Cartography, 
English, Engineering, Creative Production (Drama), 
Ideation, Legacy (General Knowledge) and 
Code-breaking, the team was exhilarated and 
astounded to be named National Champions! 

The decathlon was a test not only of knowledge, but 
of cooperation and organisation as teams battled 
to complete three or more tasks simultaneously in a 
single session.

‘I had the chance to develop my abilities, form new 
friendships and challenge myself,’ said Anoushka, while 
Alice said ‘proving to myself that I can do hard stuff’ 
was a highlight.

Soham sings at Telethon
Soham Talukdar in Year 7 sang Perfect by Ed Sheeran at Telethon, 
which was broadcast live on TV. A great experience for Soham!

Soham Talukdar singing Perfect at Telethon.

James wins another  
WA Police Union Scholarship
James Dark was the recipient of a coveted WA Police Union Scholarship 
in Year 10 and he has now been awarded another scholarship for 
Years 11 and 12.

James’ award was based on documentation he submitted which included a 
PowerPoint presentation showcasing his achievements in Year 10, Merit Certificates, 
letters of commendation for English, Mathematics and Chemistry, a Certificate of 
Completion from Perkins Profs Academy, personal references, school report and a 
written statement by James highlighting his participation in extracurricular activities 
and future aspirations.

James Dark has won another WA Police Union Scholarship.

‘One of the best things about competing together was being able to 
see the fruits of our labour. We’d been practicing and planning for 
months and being able to apply our research in context was very 
satisfying. Facing this challenge as a team was an amazing experience 
as we bonded and became very good friends,’ reflected Sonia.
Ethan valued the experience of working in a team, saying ‘I believe teamwork is a 
crucial skill in all aspects of our lives. I learned a lot about myself and my strengths 
and weaknesses through this competition.’

Kshithij said, ‘The calibre of competition was extraordinary. In the end, we were 
ecstatic to be the National Champions and could not believe it.’

Congratulations to all team members and to Helen Lydon, the coordinating Perth 
Modern School teacher.

National Da Vinci champions: Sonia Yeo, Kshithij Chandrashekar, Abby Li, Ethan Kelly, Anoushka 
Gupta, Qiufei Li, Sumedha Ghosh and Alice Tanner with Helen Lydon.



University of Melbourne Mathematics and Statistics Research 
Competition Prize – Jayden Yip and Rayden Oliveiro.

Anoushka Gupta, James Ji, Ishika Balram and Beatrice Chong.
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Maths highlights for Term 4
MARK WHITE, HEAD OF MATHEMATICS

Term 4 was a great term for awards in Maths competitions as seen below:

Maths Talent Quest—State Medal
This year we entered a team of four Year 10 students into the National 
Mathematics Talent Quest which is run by the Australian Association of 
Mathematics Teachers. The team won the State medal for having the 
best project in WA and has been entered into the National Finals.

Well done to Anoushka Gupta, James Ji, Ishika Balram and Beatrice Chong.

RIGHT FROM TOP: Catherine Yu and Rayden Oliveiro with their High Achiever AMC certificates; and 
Australian Maths Competition medallist Catherine Yu with Principal Mitchell Mackay.

BELOW: Catherine (Caiyan) Yu being awarded the Cheryl Praeger medal by  
the Australian Maths Trust.

Two Australian Mathematics Competition 
Medal wins by Catherine Yu
In the prestigious Australian Mathematics Competition (AMC), 16 Perth 
Modern students received prizes. At this ceremony a surprise awarding of two 
Maths Medals were given to Perth Modern student, Catherine (Caiyan) Yu. 

Catherine received one medal for being the best performing Year 9 student in 
Western Australia and the Cheryl Praeger medal for being the best performing Year 9 
student in Australia.

The AMC is the oldest and largest maths competition on the education calendar 
and as well as being a national competition it is also run in 40 countries around 
Southeast Asia.

University of Melbourne Mathematics 
and Statistics Research Competition

Two of our Year 9 students, Rayden Oliveiro and Jayden Yip, have won the 
University of Melbourne Mathematics and Statistics Research Competition for 
Western Australia.

The University of Melbourne School of Mathematics and Statistics Research 
Competition provides school-aged students with the opportunity to understand 
what it means to conduct mathematical and statistical research.

Rayden and Jayden researched the Algebraic and Geometric properties of Parabolas 
and wrote an extensive research paper on this topic winning the Western Australian 
Intermediate Prize.
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Game Changer Award - Ishika Balram, Anoushka Gupta, Ava van Dommelen, 
Rosanne Arul Raja, Beatrice Chong and Samantha See. Absent: Monroe Wang.

RIGHT FROM TOP: 
The Olympiad winning 
team were the following Year 9 
students: Catherine Yu, Rayden 
Oliveiro, Jayden Yip and Ethan 
Yap.
The top Year 7 team: Ethan 
Ang, Ashvin Balavignan and 
Menagan Manoharan.  
Absent: Victor Cheng.
The top Year 8 team: Mark Lee, 
Angela Huang, Cassie Lee and 
Tiger Varol.

LEFT: The top individual 
prize with a perfect score was 
Rayden Oliveiro (on right).

WA Junior Maths Olympiad 2023
On Saturday, 21 October we took 15 teams of Years 7, 8 and 9 
students to the University of WA to compete in the WA Junior 
Maths Olympiad (WAJO). Our Year 9 team won the overall First 
prize, and we also had the top Year 7 team, top Year 8 team 
and the top individual prize with a perfect score. In total we 
won 21 prizes, dominating in nearly every category.

The Junior Maths Olympiad was in two sections, a 100-minute 
online paper and then a one-hour team paper on Saturday. The 
overall team score being the sum of the individual scores of each 
team member plus the team paper marks. The Maths Olympiad is 
only open to Years 7, 8 and 9 students and involved 500 students 
from 30 schools across WA.

Game Changer Awards 
—Year 10 State Champions
The Game Changer Awards is a STEM Innovation competition 
where students across WA set up stalls at Edith Cowan University 
and present their invention idea to real engineers as judges. 
Our State winning team consisted of seven students, Ishika 
Balram, Ava van Dommelen, Rosanne Arul Raja, Anoushka Gupta, 
Samantha See, Monroe Wang and Beatrice Chong. 

They targeted the issue of bee extinction which is related to combatting 
world hunger. The Zero Hunger initiative is part of the Second UN 
Sustainable Global Goal.
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Exploring the world through Languages

Henry and Mahek shine in the 
Alliance Française Examinations
Mahek Aribenchi in Year 10 and Henry Bird in Year 11 
have been awarded for their top performances in the 
Alliance Française Examinations. Both represented Perth 
Modern with pride, scoring Third Place in the State for their 
respective year groups.

The Alliance Française Examination is an annual exam in the 
French language and more than 350 senior school students 
participate. Well done Mahek and Henry!

Henry Bird and Mahek Aribenchi.

Top result in the  
Languages Live Competition
Congratulations to Chinese Second Language students 
Dylan Chauhan, Francis Lopez, Zara Nguyen and 
Sophia Sadekova, who as a team won First Prize in the 
state-wide Languages Live Competition.

The competition was organised by the Modern Languages 
Teachers’ Association and consisted of a short reading in 
Chinese followed by a live quiz.

Languages Live Competition winners: Sophia Sadekova, Zara Nguyen, 
Francis Lopez and Dylan Chauhan.

Latin Club stretches  
minds and understanding
JAMIE BROOKER, YEAR 11

Latin Club this year was ‘magnificam.’ I started this 
year with absolutely zero knowledge of the language, 
but thanks to Prof. Ori’s lessons I quickly picked it up 
and discovered a passion for learning Latin.

By the end of my third term of lessons, I had gone out and 
bought a book of excerpts from the Roman historian Livy 
and began translating in my own time. Lessons were an 
entertaining mix of language and culture, to shape not 
just knowledge of the language, but of the history of the 
Roman Empire and society too.

We also cooked Ancient Roman recipes, we played Roman 
kids’ games, and we made wax tablets, like those used in 
schools at that time. I would absolutely recommend to 
other students to sign up next year if they are interested 
in Rome, languages, or just want to brag to your friends 
about studying Latin.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Learning about language and culture  
in Latin Club were Imogen Manfield, Ivy Delauney-Meyer, Ethan 

Paradiss, and Benedict Widjaja and Gregorious Widjaja.
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Making onigiri—Ella Blythman-Kirk, Ekaterina Khakimullina and Karina Ong.

Year 9 student fun  
in Japanese Incursion
EKATERINA KHAKIMULLINA, YEAR 9

Year 9 Japanese students had the opportunity to 
participate in a cultural incursion which featured a 
variety of fun, educational, and traditional activities.

Students started by learning about New Year and 
Christmas in Japan, that 2024 will be the Year of the 
Dragon, and how to make origami dragons and daruma, 
which are good luck charms popular in Japan.

Students then had the opportunity to create a Nengajo, 
a card given for New Year; this was incredibly fun, and it 
was fascinating seeing everyone’s different ideas and art 
styles! Afterwards, students practised their conversational 
skills and learnt new grammar, applying their knowledge 
by ‘purchasing’ Japanese snacks at a store run by our 
wonderful teachers.

Finally, students prepared and tasted traditional Japanese 
food, such as onigiri, gyoza, teriyaki and fried chicken, 
and tamagoyaki, learning about how these dishes are 
prepared and in what contexts.

Overall, it was an incredible experience that was not only 
super fun but developed students’ language skills and 
knowledge about Japan’s culture.

Ekaterina Khakimullina ‘purchasing’ Japanese snacks from Assistant Teacher Yoko Morishita.

Ella Blythman-Kirk

Luke Antenucci and Ainsley D’Souza.

Luna Prinza, Millie Riadi, Tanishka Menaria and Suri Zhang.
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Tony Nguyen achieves First Prize in the 
Global Chinese Bridge Competition
Year 11 student Tony Nguyen was awarded ‘First Prize’ at the 
16th Chinese-Bridge Chinese Proficiency Competition for Foreign Secondary 
School Students that was held in Beijing and Yunnan Province in October.

Tony spent two weeks in China to compete in this competition. The aim of the 16th 
Chinese Bridge-Chinese Proficiency Competition for Foreign Secondary School 
Students is to promote cultural exchanges between China and foreign countries and 
deepen mutual learning and understanding.

Held by the Centre for Language Education and Cooperation of the Ministry of 
Education, the competition attracted 45,000 primary and secondary school students. 
In the end, 168 students from 97 countries stood out in the regional rounds and they 
travelled to China for the global finals. This is the largest number of 
participating countries and contestants to date.

Compared to previous competitions, this year’s highlighted cultural, 
communicative, experiential, and entertaining aspects. It combined 
a study tour, language and cultural assessment, as well as an 
interactive experience.

ABOVE LEFT: Alice Lin, Ryan Zhao, Lodinu Kalugalage, 
Nikhilesh Yadlapalli and Qiufei Li.
ABOVE RIGHT: Left-hand side: Kai-En Goh, Hugo 
Schifferli, Fergus Meadowcroft and Nathanael Ong. 
Right-hand side: Harrison Churchill, Joshua Vong, Alex 
Zhang and Matthew Wong.
BELOW: Left-hand side: Margaret Vuong, Christine 
Horn, Beatrice Chong and Monroe Wang.  
Right-hand side: Sowmya Sundru, Samah Reyas, Svara 
Bhat, Anoushka Gupta and Maddie Vijayan.

Year 10 Japanese students  
visit the Perth CBD

LODINU KALUGALAGE, YEAR 10

Our Year 10 Japanese class went on our first excursion on the Monday after the Year 10 
exam break. We went out from the start of recess until the end of lunch, during which 
we had lunch at a local Udon house, Hifumiya, and scrambled to complete a scavenger 
hunt around Murray Street Mall and Forrest Place.

Hifumiya primarily specialises in Udon and 
serves rice and other Japanese side dishes 
such as takoyaki and tempura. The ordering 
process was very different from other 
restaurants in Australia; it mimics Udon shops 
in Japan, where your food is made in front of 
you, so it was exciting to feel the difference. 
Everyone ordered various dishes and sides, 
and there was a consensus that the diverse 
food selection tasted delicious.

After lunch, we headed to the large 
Christmas tree in Forrest Place, where we 
began our scavenger hunt. In groups of 

three, we began racing to translate questions 
and fill out our answers. We searched 
Woolworths for the price of mangos, 
debated the number of bows on the 
Christmas tree, and browsed through Uniqlo 
for a shirt. One of the questions had us find 
and talk to Japanese background speakers, 
and coincidentally, members of the Japanese 
Girls Junior High School Hockey Team players 
were in Perth that day, which was incredibly 
surprising.

Overall, the excursion was delightful and a 
pleasant way to end our exam break.



Gen Z taking the world by storm
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Kshithij is the National Generation Z of  the Year
Kshithij Chandrashekar in Year 10 has been announced as the 
national winner of Generation Z of the Year award at the National 
Next Gen Awards.

Australia’s brightest and best young innovators were celebrated at the 
inaugural Next Gen National Awards Ceremony held at The Precinct in 
Fortitude Valley in Queensland.

Hosted by BOP Industries, the awards recognise the outstanding 
entrepreneurial skills of primary and high school students (and their 
educators) across Australia.

Applicants were chosen according to their outstanding innovations, 
21st-century skills, leadership, and education in their local communities.

‘Having first heard about the ‘Next Gen Awards’ from my teacher, Ms Lydon, 
I took a deeper look and realised it would be an excellent opportunity to 
showcase my skills and achievements that I have worked extremely hard 
on for the past few years,” Kshithj said. “I also thought it would provide 
an amazing platform from which I can continue to progress in my STEM 
endeavours and reach new heights.”

“I greatly enjoyed learning about all the amazing achievements 
accomplished by my peers, giving me new-found hope for the future and 
motivating me to continue striving for my best.

“By applying for this award, I gained experience on how to best compile 
applications and demonstrate my achievements, which I am sure will be 
extremely helpful in the future.

“The calibre of the other finalists’ submissions was extraordinary and the 
competition was fierce. Hence, I could not believe it when I was announced 
as the National Winner during the live awards ceremony. My parents and I 
were overjoyed with the news, jumping out of our seats to celebrate.

“I would recommend others to enter their applications for this prestigious 
award. I felt like it was an excellent platform to connect with other 
like-minded individuals who share similar passions and goals in life. It 
also provides recognition for all the hard work put into the myriad of 
competitions we all participate in.”

Jireh and Zoe finalists in 
the City of South Perth’s 
Emerging Artist Award
Zoe Edwards in Year 7 and Jireh Chin in Year 
9 are emerging artists and their hard work 
and creativity has been recognised with 
the selection of their artworks in the City of 
South Perth’s Emerging Artist Award. Their 
artworks were two of the 62 pieces selected 
that were exhibited at the City of South Perth 
Community Hall in October. 

Zoe submitted her sculpture Protector Creature 
and was thrilled to be announced the winner of 
the Sculpture/Textiles Award.

Jireh was successful as a finalist for her artwork 
Vanitas.

ABOVE: Jireh Chin with her exhibited artwork Vanitas.

LEFT: Zoe Edwards with her award-winning sculpture 
Protector Creature.
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Best Australian Yarn: Till takes out Youth category
ALISON WAKEHAM, THE WEST AUSTRALIAN

Till O’Callaghan, a Year 12 student from Perth Modern School, has 
won the $1500 Youth 15–18 age category prize in the second year of 
The Best Australian Yarn short story competition.

Asked how they were feeling immediately after the announcement at the 
awards ceremony, Till O’Callaghan waved their arms in the air and said, 
“Like a Muppet throwing its hands around and doing ‘aaaaahhhhh!’ Very 
excited!”

O’Callaghan originally wrote their post-apocalyptic narrative, School’s Out, 
as a school assignment when they were in Year 11 and decided to “polish 
it up” because it received a score of 80 per cent, which they thought was 
“pretty good”.

In the story Oscar lives in a barren place where there are no adults. He 
cares for Anjali, a young girl he saved in a bus accident. It is his 18th 
birthday and he’s pretty sure he is going to die around 3.00pm that day, 
so he has arranged for someone to take over caring for Anjali.

O’Callaghan said they always have stories running in their head and really 
like the aesthetic of post-apocalyptic stories, but they “don’t like it when 
it’s stressful such as in Walking Dead.”

“So, I kept thinking about worlds where (…) how could you get to that 
place where you could just, I don’t know, go into a McDonalds and eat all 
the ice-cream, (…) or whatever you wanted, and be kind of in that liminal, 
fun space?

“How would you get there? What if all the adults disappeared, one a day? 
What would happen then? And then I was like, oh, well, so all the adults 
suddenly disappeared one day, how would that affect all the kids still 
there?

“And they would obviously think anyone who reaches 18 might die. What 
would that do to someone? So, I decided to write that.”

When writing their winning yarn, O’Callaghan took inspiration for the 
setting from stories they had read, including race-related novels, Jazz 
by Toni Morrison set in the United States, and Shadow Lines by Stephen 
Kinnane, based in Australia.

Other influences included the work of Australian artist, author and 
filmmaker, Shaun Tan, and The Unsleeping City, a season of tabletop role 
playing game show, Dimension 20, hosted by gamemaster Brennan 
Mulligan. O’Callaghan said settings were significant in these works and 
readers could “really sense” the protagonists’ worlds.

Winning the Youth 15–18 category prize has given O’Callaghan the 
confidence to keep writing in the hope of getting something published 
one day.

School’s Out
TILL O’CALLAGHAN, YEAR 12

Oscar was pretty sure he was going to die around three in 
the afternoon today.

There were crows squabbling over a discarded chicken 
wing on the asphalt outside, and he watched them from 
the kitchen window listening to the song of early morning 
light.

This is probably going to be it, he thought. The End.

He glanced over at Anjali sprawled out on the sofa, her little 
arms and legs confidently assuming prime starfish position 
after defeating the evil duvet scourge. Oscar walked over 
and picked the duvet up off the floor, went to drape it over 
her again, hesitated. Will it be too warm? Should I fold it 
instead?

Her stomach rose and fell softly.

He sunk to the floor, holding the duvet to his chest. Should 
have told her it was today. She knew it was soon but…

They didn’t talk about it. Sometimes, mornings after 
another friend vanished, she’d surprise tackle hug him 
while he was making breakfast, refusing to let go of his 
legs until, just as suddenly, she’d demand he finish with 
those eggs, human! so she could go on with her Quest to 
capture!/rescue!/investigate!/save! everything, anything, 
and anyone (infinity and beyond)!

There was a knock on the door. He stood up with a start 
and crept over to it to open it.

Dill’s tired face greeted him, their eyebags almost purple. 
Oscar knew he probably looked similar.

They raised an eyebrow at him. “What’s with the blanket?”

His face flushed. “Oh.” he mumbled, “Just have to…” he 
looked back at Anjali “… say goodbye.”

As he made to leave Dill put their hand on his shoulder. 
Oscar lent into the touch, and both were quiet for a while.

He avoided eye contact. “Keep her safe.”

“I will.”

“And before you turn eighteen –” he said, voice wavering.

“I will find someone else to keep her safe. And I will tell 
them to do the same.”

Dill’s rough voice didn’t have much inflection. They never 
yelled, neither in excitement nor fear. Their words fell with 
the same steady regularity of a train that had settled into 
its rhythm.

Their strong hand rested firmly on Oscar’s shoulder, and he 
felt its gentle warmth keenly.

“Keep my shoes!” he suddenly blurted out, then worriedly 
glanced at the sofa again to see if Anjali had stirred. She 
hadn’t. “Keep my shoes.” he repeated softly, turning to face 
Dill, “I won’t need them pretty soon.”

The victorious crow outside cawed loudly, spreading its 
wings as the other birds flew away. It danced on the empty 
street and let out another harsh cry proclaiming the fierce 
blunt joy of life and chicken wings.

Till O’Callagan won the Best Australian Yarn Youth 15–18 prize. 
PHOTO: ANDREW RITCHIE
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Oscar walked out the door barefoot, leaving Dill and Anjali behind.

He walked, remembering what his neighbourhood looked like one 
early summer morning when he had walked out the bins to the curb: 
great swathes of lawn crying out in thirst with wheatfield-yellow bald 
patches; faraway houses and roads tracing neat furrows on the land 
as they stretched away from the hill where he had stood in the weak 
warm glow of dawn, blearily blinking his eyes. Then he had walked 
back inside to scrambled eggs and toast.

Now he walked past empty houses like forgotten dollhouses, vacant 
ghosts of a time when life was bought in boxed sets that were 
marched out under the order of their generals with smart shoes and 
suits, a time when growth would continue exponentially into the 
hazy horizon regardless of what their boots trod on. They had looked 
westward for the blueprints of their city of blazing fluorescent light as 
they covered country with wood, then brick, then cold concrete.

Their straight lines and borders had melted like cheap soft serve the 
day adults disappeared from the city.

Today the pavement under his feet was cool to the touch. Oscar 
made a game out of avoiding stepping on the cracks for a while as he 
aimlessly walked on endless concrete towards three in the afternoon.

As he walked Oscar felt like a snail without its shell, hunched and 
miserable. There was a small persistent point of pain on his left big toe 
where he had stepped on glass shards a while back and it stung like 
hell. His left knee clicked when he put weight on it now, and he found 
lifting his legs harder as they stiffened in the heat. The sides of his feet 
had swelled even though he tried to avoid the hard gravel roads.

Oscar paused on a rare stretch of somewhat green grass, letting out 
an involuntary sigh as he felt soft, cool earth on the aching soles of his 
feet. His knees buckled and he crumpled onto the ground under the 
blessed shade of a paperbark tree and just breathed for a moment, 
listening to the hum of flies, the nasal buzzing of mosquitoes – and 
the dull roar of motors.

Motorbikes. Five of them on the asphalt approaching him, guns 
strapped to their backs. As they approached he could see their open 
gap-toothed mouths as they laughed to each other. He remembered 
screams of glass on metal, hissing of smoke –

One of them had gotten off her bike and was saying something and 
he focused past the dull roar of his blood in his ears to hear her say 
“You right mate?”

Oh. Oscar was crying, face feeling raw and itchy.

“I’m going to be eighteen soon. I’m going – going to – to die soon.” 
Oscar blurted out.

The guy in front of him tilted his head and said, “I mean… aren’t we 
all? It sucks but, uh,” he cleared his throat, “you gotta, like, live as well 
as you can with what time you got. I mean, I’ve got about two months 
left-”

Oscar shook his head. “You don’t understand. ‘m gonna turn 
ei-eighteen-” he paused, trying to stop his hiccupping breaths, then 
continued, “I was born three o’clock.”

No one said anything.

“I thought maybe ‘cos this is the anniversary when people first started 
to disappear, that, I dunno, I wouldn’t – I – I don’t even know what 
time it is, I-” Oscar hunched his shoulders and rubbed his face.

“It’s uh, it’s 2:53.” He heard one of the others say. He stared at his 
hands.

“You want a sandwich? Dunno if you’ll be able to finish it, but, um, d’ya 
want one?” someone said.

Oscar looked up. “That’d be awesome.”

Oscar was pretty sure he was going to die under the shade of a 
paperbark tree on a random patch of grass, having an impromptu 
picnic with six complete strangers who had parked their motorbikes 
in the middle of the street. His feet and knees and legs and pretty 
much everything hurt like hell, but at least he was eating a good 
sandwich.

Oscar didn’t know for sure that when the clock ticked over to 3:00 that 
anything would happen. But he didn’t know for sure either if nothing 
would. He held both outcomes in his mind at that moment, could 
he –

3:00 would be it, he was going to die, he was going to die now, 
stop breathing; would now only taste the cold coarse inevitability of 
packed sand, and dirt, and –

He was going to – he wouldn’t – he could – he mightn’t –

He remembered the bus he was on that day. Time had slowed until 
he could see them all approaching the brick wall in slow motion; 
graduation-uni-job-spouse-and-kids shattered into fractalizing glass 
that shimmered; as the driver’s eyes grew wide in the rearview mirror 
before she dissipated into insubstantiality, and as a father reached for 
his child to shield her from it even as he faded, and as Oscar locked 
eyes with that kid, the bus front ended before an old woman sitting 
across from Oscar could whisper the word God.

Then the girl had blood on her face, and he took a step towards –

* BANG! – he stumbled from the impact of another driverless car 
smashing into the bus – CRASH! – car wheels screeched nails on 
chalkboard – SMASH! – and held out his hand and pulled Anjali tight 
and hugged her tight.

Oscar now closed his eyes and saw the strangers holding his hands 
and the driver’s wide eyes and Dill touching his shoulder and Anjali’s 
father reaching for her in his last breath and Anjali hugging his legs 
and there was a brief furiousfrenzied flurry of fear and thought I love 
you I love you I love you I love you I love you I love you I love you I 
love –

Oscar opened his eyes, still holding a chicken sandwich in sweaty 
gladwrap. Above the flat suburban expanse the afternoon sky burnt 
bright cobalt blue.

Till O’Callaghan receives their prize money from Tony Butti MLA.
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Constellations are FIRST® LEGO® League State Champions 
HARI CHILLAPA, DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY TEACHER 

I’m delighted to share the tremendous success our students achieved at the 
FIRST® LEGO® League tournament. 

At the National District Finals of the FIRST® LEGO® League (FLL) WA, hosted at Curtin 
University, the team from Perth Modern School calling themselves ‘Constellations’ 
triumphed as the overall champions. They secured First Place in the Champion’s 
Award and Second Place in Robot Performance, achieving a remarkable score of 360. 

This international event annually showcases young talents in STEM fields, where 
participants design, build, and code robots to tackle simulated real-world challenges. 
They also engage in an innovation project, conducting research and collaborating 
with industry experts to devise creative solutions, which they present using models 
and technology.

With more than 48 teams from all over Western Australia competing, it was an event 
showcasing remarkable talent and skill. Their stellar performance has not only earned 
them a place in the national tournament to represent Western Australia, but also an 
invitation to the Asia Pacific Ocean Championship. 

Furthermore, the team ‘Mod Squad’ reached a notable achievement by securing 
Second Place in the Innovation Project Award, and they too have been invited to the 
Asia Pacific Ocean Championship. 

Judges’ comments about ‘Constellations’:

‘This team reached for the stars and touched 
them! They had detailed designs and 
planning for an innovation project that 
scored goals. Their robot was like the Earth, 
with how they “Planet” (planned it). They 
had a cosmic amount of documentation and 
records, truly stellar. It was an open and shut 
case that this space team would ace the race. 
Shoot for the stars!’

Judges’ comments about ‘Mod Squad’:

‘This team’s vision was 2020. They made 
words jump from the page. They’re dynamic, 
they’re modular, they’re the mod squad!’

Well done to all!

Perth Mod participants in the fun FIRST® LEG® League competition.

ABOVE FROM LEFT:  
The champion ‘Constellations’ 
team—Alice Tanner, Oceana 
Oakley, Paul Hodges, Parmis 
Delavarpour and Danny 
Edwards.

Team Mod Squad—Madison 
Thiel, Rhea Kewalram, Sadhika 
Santhosh, Emily Chen, Kieran 
Ho and Phelan Sabel.

LEFT: Celebrating the win with 
Modernian mentor  
Anna Pederson (on right).
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Students enriched by extra-curricular activities

Helping women Dress for Success
EKATERINA KHAKIMULLINA, YEAR 9 

Helping women in need Dress for Success was the chosen initiative 
for Rotary Interact Club of Subiaco students in Semester 2. Dress for 
Success is a charity that focuses on supplying women and gender 
diverse people from various socio-economic backgrounds with 
professional clothing, make-up, styling, and training services to assist 
them in getting a job and reaching financial stability. 

We visited the Dress for Success office in Subiaco and to see the 
behind-the-scenes process that goes into supporting individuals and the work 
that the Dress for Success staff and volunteers do, as well as discuss plans and 
initiatives the club could implement. We heard stories of how big of a difference 
a small donation can make, and how the charity operates to do its vital work. 

The Interact Club organised a donation drive at Perth Modern School for Dress 
for Success, making it a House competition to make it a fun and impactful initiative. 
We had more than 40 families donate over 150 items, a shining success that provided 
the charity with lots of resources for their mission. 

We would like to thank the Perth Modern community for their generosity and 
support of our initiative. 

Year 10 students  
have a P.A.R.T.Y.
SHERMAINE CHAN, YEAR 10

The P.A.R.T.Y. excursion was an  
eye-opening experience for students. 

At the end of Term 4, a small group of Year 10 students 
visited the Royal Perth Hospital as part of the P.A.R.T.Y. 
(Prevent Alcohol and Risk-related Trauma in Youth 
program) excursion. Through a series of guest speakers, 
presentations, Q&A panels, and interactive experiences, 
this excursion opened our eyes to the reality of 
traumatic injuries on the brain and spinal cord.

We were met by individuals who had gone through 
traumatic brain injuries, including a paraplegic from 
the Paraplegic Benefit Fund. In sharing their stories, we 
were able to better understand the ways in which we 
can protect ourselves, friends, and family in the future. 
Hearing how they injured themselves and their tough 
recovery processes really left a lasting impact on our 
mindsets. 

We also toured the Emergency Department and 
Intensive Care Unit, where professionals spoke to us on 
how they deal with and help patients after their injury. 
In fact, we spoke to a young patient who had suffered 
a car accident just a few days ago. It was a confronting 
yet eye-opening conversation. 

This excursion, in both an educational and fun manner, 
provided us with a lot of insight and equipped us 
with valuable knowledge. We will continue to use this 
knowledge to protect ourselves and those around us, 
so we can all stay safe together. 

FROM TOP: Hard at work for the Dress for Success program; 
and Perth Modern students with Rotary Interact members and 
members of the Dress for Success team.
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Fun and awe on the Canberra–Sydney Tour
OCEANA OAKLEY, YEAR 9

The Canberra–Sydney Tour was an incredible 
experience for all 40 of us. From visiting Parliament 
House to our late-night walks in Sydney, it was a 
camp we will never forget.

We visited many iconic places, such as the War 
Memorial, the Sydney Jewish Museum, the High 
Court and the Maccas halfway between Sydney and 
Canberra. Despite the Prime Minister, Mr Albanese, 
fleeing to America when he heard we were coming, 
hearing from people who have made and experienced 
history in such ways was impactful.

It was also filled with many fun moments, such 
as testing our courage on the six-metre drop at 
Questacon, to passing bills that definitely wouldn’t have 
been proposed in Parliament (hear, hear!), to walking 
around the amazing Taronga Zoo.

Too soon it was ending, but we couldn’t leave before 
crossing the Sydney Harbour Bridge… and getting 
absolutely drenched! Having found more than enough 
gift shops, we soon boarded our plane back to Perth, 
much to our disappointment and the teachers’ relief.

We would like to thank our amazing teachers, Ms Lhota, 
Mr Chisholm, Ms Im, Miss Wordsworth and Mr Staffe, 
for this incredible opportunity, as well as our bus driver 
Jack for always reminding us to wear our seatbelts!

ABOVE RIGHT: Thanos 
Limnios in awe at the 
Australian War Museum.

LEFT: Victoria Cai in 
contemplation to honour 
the war dead.

RIGHT: Seat of power—
outside Parliament House in 
Canberra.

INSET: Learning about 
Australian war history.

BELOW: Order! Students at 
Parliament House.
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Sampson wins 2023 House Trophy

The last day of Term 4 for students in Years 7–10 
was one of fun and relaxation but also competition 
as students battled it out in House competitions 
for House trophy points.

Students participated in a range of fun activities, 
including newspaper fashion, film bits trivia, Mod’s got 
talent, soccer, Christmas card making, Mahjong, chess, 
bridge building, board games, origami, photography, 
dodgeball, drawing, plus many more!

At the final assembly, it was Sampson House  
that took out the 2023 House Trophy— 
congratulations to all Sampson House students  
for their great work throughout the year.

Final House points tally:
First: Sampson with 6975 points

Second: Brown with 6850 points

Third: Parsons with 6450 points

Fourth: Downing with 6300 points

Sampson was awarded the 2023 House Trophy.
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2023 Modernian Oration: Eric McCrum OAM

The special guest presenter for the 2023 Modern 
Oration was Eric McCrum OAM, who attended Perth 
Modern School in 1950–1951, and was a School Prefect 
in 1951. Eric delivered an interesting and engaging 
speech titled ‘My fortunate life as a naturalist and 
teacher in Western Australia’.

Thank you to Modernian Peter Farr for his work organising the 
Modernian Oration, which he does every year.

About Eric McCrum…
Distinguished Modernian Eric McCrum grew up in 
Bassendean, where he spent much of his childhood 
exploring the wildlife around the Swan River. Eric was 
educated at Bassendean Primary School, Midland High 
School, Perth Modern School, and Claremont Teachers 
College.

Eric McCrum’s passion for nature has led him to work as 
a teacher, headmaster, and nature educator, passing on 
his knowledge of nature to many students over the years. 
Indeed, for over seventy years, Eric has devoted himself 
to understanding the natural world, and spreading his 
enthusiasm and knowledge to children and adults alike. For 
ten years Eric taught at the Perth Zoo Education Centre, and 
then for fourteen years at the Gould League Wildlife Centre 
at Herdsman Lake, inspiring over seven thousand visiting 
children a year.

Eric McCrum, naturalist, teacher and keen photographer, is 
known to many as `The Birdman’ on ABC radio and is capable 
of imitating the call of almost any bird found in the Australian 
bush. He is also knowledgeable about the Noongar history of 
West Australian land, as well as Aboriginal language, such as 
relating to the place names of WA towns.

Eric received the Order of Australia Medal OAM and also 
the Michael Chin Humanitarian Award for his services in 
environmental education, conservation, and natural history.

Since retirement, Eric continues to give talks and works 
to foster the care for, and protection of, the natural world 
through education. He does numerous talks to a variety of 
groups and presents regularly on radio. He has an incredible 
memory and knowledge of all things nature. He has also 
authored a book called The Nature of the Jarrah Forest with his 
daughter, Janine McCrum, launched in August 2023.

ABOVE FROM LEFT: Robert 
Johnson, Deb Leske and 
Ross Ledger; 
 and Peter Farr introducing 
the Modernian Oration. 

FROM FAR LEFT:  
Eric McCrum OAM 
speaking; Janine McCrum 
and Modernian Ruth 
Barrett; and Kate Lewis 
with Dr Robyn White.

 Peter Farr, Eric McCrum and Mitchell Mackay.
 Head Prefect Chudy Isidienu speaking with Eric McCrum.
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Bob’s 11 celebrates Hawke House handover
HENRY BIRD, YEAR 11

ABOVE: Henry Bird playing 
cricket in Bob Hawke’s 
backyard.

LEFT: Kele Readhead 
having a bat as part of 
Bob’s 11.

The National Trust of Western Australia recently obtained the 
family home that former Prime Minister Bob Hawke grew up in, 
which is in West Leederville. The Trust manages many historical 
buildings including John Curtin House in Cottesloe.

Four prefects, Swara Mali, Kele Readhead, Chudy Isidienu and myself, 
along with Associate Principal Fiona Tholet had the opportunity 
to visit the home for its handover. Bob Hawke was Australia’s third 
longest serving Prime Minister, a Rhodes Scholar and an alumnus of 
Perth Modern School. He is quoted as saying about Perth Modern 
School, ‘I just knew it was the best secondary school and I felt 
therefore I wanted to go’, and was known to hold great enthusiasm 
towards the school, and visited several times, including for the 
school’s centenary in 2011 and also again in 2013.

The group toured his 1920s residence, a symbol of his modest 
beginnings that led to him wanting to lead an egalitarian government 
that was noted, for example, for the introduction of Medicare. The 
Prefects also spoke with assembled dignitaries including Premier 
Roger Cook, Bob Kucera, Chair of the National Trust of WA and David 
Templeman, Minister for Culture and the Arts; Sports and Recreation; 
International Education; and Heritage.

Following their tour, the students formed ‘Bob’s 11’, an honorary 
backyard team to celebrate Hawke’s cricketing talent which helped 
him obtain a Rhodes Scholarship.

 Students from Perth Modern School and Bob Hawke College pose 
for the camera shoot.
 Swara Mali, Kele Readhead, Premier Roger Cook, Henry Bird and 
Chudy Isidienu outside Bob Hawke’s house. 
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Students contemplate future career paths  
at Curtin and UWA

Students in Year 10 had the exciting opportunity 
to attend both Curtin University and UWA on 
two separate days in Term 4. They were invited 
to engage with the activities provided at the 
universities and explore potential pathways for 
their future higher education journey. 

Students were exposed to a variety of courses and 
faculties within the university environment to broaden 
their awareness of courses on offer. Students were 
encouraged to adopt a flexible and open mindset to 
explore a multitude of courses at both universities 
beyond those they had already considered.

ABOVE: Getting a general overview of university life.

FROM FAR LEFT: Learning about English and Creative Writing;  
and students engaging in STEM activities at Curtin University.

BELOW FROM LEFT: Catching up with Modernians who were presenting 
on the STEM area; and learning about the work of a Geologist.

Year 10 students enjoyed visiting 
local universities in Term 4.
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Year 8 Camp. Perhaps the highlight of the year. We stood on the 
basketball courts, suitcases in hand. The heat made it hard to be excited, 
but we found a way. We wandered aimlessly, trying to find our bus, 
then a struggle to be next to our friends. We crammed into the seats, 
eventually found the seatbelts, and we were off. Off to a camp of fun, 
excitement, high temperatures, flies, and decent food.

The activities included canoeing, rafting (we won), crate stack, dorms (Myrtle 
was the best), catapults (we won), bush forts (we won), conversation circle, and 
team building.

Quiz night. The day we figured out that Ketchup is not Italian, and later 
googled it to reveal the truth, it was Chinese. The day that we all just wanted 
to fall asleep or were hyper but had to sit through round after round. The day 
people returned to their dorms, overloaded on mentos. The results that were 
promised for next lunchtime shall ever remain unknown.

Movie night, a night to remember. Surrounded by our whole grade, out in the 
open, out in pitch blackness. Our one lolly bag limit well used. We watched 
Spider-Man and his alternate spider-people crawl across the Spider-Verse. Or 
we ran about teacherless in the dark. Or craned our necks to see the screen, 
which was positioned at the top of an uphill slope…

And then, there were the eggs. In the team building activity, each group got 
a new friend—an egg. Ours was called Gilbert. We loved him with all our 
heart and kept him in the pocket of some overalls for most of the day. He was 
protected through thick and thin, through team building and afternoon tea. 
Then—the catapult build. You can probably guess how this will go. Six groups, 
six eggs, all with a special connection. We built our weapons, and it was time 
to say goodbye. Gilbert flew, landing on the grass with a soft thud. He didn’t 
break. We ran up to see him, but he was taken away. We never even got to see 
if he had cooked or not. Gilbert, if you’re out there: we miss you.

After a day of packing and cleaning at five in the morning, partaking in the last 
few activities and pre-made sandwiches, we’d reached the end. We were tired, 
hot, sweaty, and caked in dirt and bugs, but we were happy. We once again 
crammed into the bus, said our goodbyes to the camp, and left. We arrived 
back at school, a mess of pillows and suitcases, before finding our parents and 
heading home for a much needed 30-minute shower. Camp was an engaging 
and fun experience, one which I’m sure we all remember for years to come.

An experience to remember: Year 8 Camp
BHUVIKA GARG AND SASKIA KENNEA, YEAR 8



A Celebration of Contribution
EXTRACTS TAKEN FROM THE 'CELEBRATION OF CONTRIBUTION' BOOK (AVAILABLE AS A MEMORABILIA ITEM)

Perth Modern School | NEWS January 202434

Student Council Camp to Woodman Point
DANA ANMAR, YEAR 7

Where bonds were formed, heartwarming words shared and ‘former’ crab shells were 
buried: what a rollercoaster Student Council camp was. Over the Term 3 holidays, the 
Student Council was lucky enough to attend our very own camp at Woodman Point. 
For some of us it was our first Student Council camp, and our first major bonding 
opportunity within the Student Council. For the Year 7 Councillors, it was a new 
experience, but one we immediately held close to our hearts.

through our leadership positions to shine 
through. Warm fuzzies is seemingly just an 
exchange of compliments, but to many, it 
was an outlet for all the appreciation we 
had for our peers and friends, and by the 
end of the night, an outlet for our tears. 
We bid farewell to the Year 12 Prefects and 
acknowledged the stronger friendships we 
had created while on camp.

The camp was a cherished and exciting 
time of the year. Since being elected, I had 
not really talked to the other councillors in 
different years, but after the camp, that all 
changed. I found myself greeting my fellow 
Student Councillors in the hallways and 
contributing to discussions as much as I can. 
While I was initially anxious at the start of the 
camp, I left conjuring excited thoughts of 
things to come. It was one of the highlights 
of my first year at Perth Mod.

While some work indeed had to be 
done during our extremely productive 
mega-meetings, more than an hour of 
musical chairs surely balanced it out. Across 
our three days, we had a relaxed itinerary 
with opportunities for free time and heaps of 
group activities.

We began with an introduction, or ice breaker. 
Our seaside location allowed for this to take 
place during a scenic walk along the beach. 
Various questions were asked and answered 
by us and our partners, allowing an easy way 
to start and maintain conversation with those 
we might not have known too well. 

We filled a lot of our time up playing games 
such as Mafia and The Eagle has Landed.

Other activities we participated in included 
our annual Year 12 Student Council quiz, 
where some dared to create their very own 
buttered popcorn concoctions, snacking the 
night away while coming to conclusions as a 
team (these conclusions included whether it 
was Emanuel who appreciated the infamous, 
“I’m Just Ken” the most; spoiler alert: he was).

However, as a consensus, we found a clear 
favourite activity; warm fuzzies. This was, 
perhaps, the time that really allowed the 
bonds and connections we had formed 

TOP: The 2023 Student Council Camp was held at 
Woodman Point with the ocean playing a key role.
BELOW: Saying farewell to some of the Year 12 Prefects.
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Australian Volleyball Schools Cup
JAN SONDER-SORENSEN, VOLLEYBALL TOUR LEADER

If you’re the reigning WA Volleyball Schools Cup champions and you have little need 
for sleep then the Australian Volleyball Schools Cup is the event for you. 

Competing on the Gold Coast, in the 
largest school tournament in the Southern 
Hemisphere, provided all our teams with 
great challenges. The standard of play, as 
you would expect, was elite. The heat and 
humidity made every game a physiological 
challenge. Finishing games past midnight 
with a 7:00 am start the next morning, 
resulted in some questionable dietary 
choices and slow starts to games.

All our teams competed strongly, with many 
of our games going to five sets and lasting 
three hours. I was approached by several 
coaches and officials to ask about how the 
Perth Mod Volleyball Program produced such 
good players and high-quality referees. 

In the end our teams finished mid-table 
against some elite volleyball specialist 
schools—I couldn’t be prouder. A huge 
thanks to all the boys who toured for the way 
they conducted themselves and the way 
they played—a real pleasure to have been 
there.

Thanks to the four coaches that came away 
with the teams, Dylan Wood, Alex Majri, 
Ben Caddy and Ryan Slater. It’s wonderful 
to get such experienced coaches to guide 
the teams. Thanks also to Mark Temov who 
toured with us. I can’t thank you enough for 
giving up your time, your commitment to 
helping the teams and the support provided.

ABOVE FROM TOP: All the players en route 
to the tournament; trying out water 
volleyball; and one of the teams in a 
training warm-up.

LEFT: The volleyballers managed to find 
some spare time for a trip to the beach.

BELOW FROM LEFT: The teams had the 
help of four experienced coaches; a real 
sense of team comraderie developed;  
and many of the games went to five sets.
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2023 House Drama
SALLY FLOYD, HEAD OF ARTS AND TECHNOLOGIES

House Drama has solidified its status as 
a highly anticipated event on the school 
calendar, providing students with an 
opportunity to refine their craft, engage 
their passion, earn house points, and have 
their House name on the coveted Drama Cup.

Year 11 students select and cast a 15-minute play 
with students from Years 7–10 in their respective 
Houses. They also establish a creative team to 
support their directorial vision of the production. 
Rehearsals take place during Term 4, with 
students scheduled into various rehearsal spaces 
around the school. 

To enhance students’ skills in preparing and 
presenting a production in the Tyler Auditorium, 
Theatre Designer Ben Fry was brought in. He 
worked with selected students from Years 9–11, 
supporting them to use the lighting and sound 
technologies to achieve the creative vision of 
each House director. Ms Fiona Tholet was our 
guest adjudicator and her comments reflect the 
students’ performance abilities, as well as the 
functional and creative application of theatre 
technologies.

Brown House defied theatre suspicions and 
performed an abridged 15-minute version 
of Macbeth, revealing a well-rehearsed, 
entertaining interpretation of a complex script. 
The use of technology was impactful, especially 
the witches’ apparitions. Overall, it was a strong, 
well-executed performance.

Parsons performed an abridged version 
of Romeo and Juliet and received commendation 
for a well-rehearsed performance with sincere 
characterisation, clever and considered use of 
lighting, sound, and costume design choices, 
along with creative blocking choices.

Sampson’s script was a contemporary comic 
piece titled The Breakup Chronicles. This was 
a well-rehearsed production with intricate 
characterisation and understanding of the 
text. There was clever use of sound design and 
lighting design that effectively communicated 
place and space.

Downing presented the contemporary script The 
People. An impactful opening scene was 
supported by the cast’s strong commitment 
to character, along with an enhancing and 
thoughtful use of sound design and clever stage 
design. 

Points were awarded for criteria encompassing 
characterisation, performance qualities, stage 
craft, design, and group dynamics.

In a very tight field, Brown House was 
awarded the 2023 House Drama Cup.

Brown won the 2023 House Drama Trophy.
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Mod students shine on stage

Dance 
Choreographic 
Night
SOPHIE NHAM, YEAR 10

In Semester 2, students formed 
their own choreographic 
groups for Dance Club. Weeks 
of rehearsal culminated in our 
annual Choreographic Night, 
with every style from Ballet to 
Bollywood featured. 

This performance opportunity 
was amazing, both for improving 
and expanding our skills in dance, 
and creating memories and 
friends that will last a lifetime. 

Platform Drama Festival 
SALLY FLOYD, HEAD OF ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY

Perth Modern School students performed  
at the Platform Drama Festival. 

Year 10 Drama students recently participated in a new 
initiative with fellow Drama students from Bob Hawke 
and Shenton Colleges. The brief was to devise and 
perform a 20-minute piece of theatre responding to 
the prompt: ‘Today’s Youth are Tomorrow Leaders’, 
exploring a current issue or theme they feel strongly 
about, with the aim of creating a change or having 
impact. Students performed on Saturday, 4 November 
at Shenton College’s Hub Theatre to an audience of 
family and friends. 

I was immensely proud of the collaborative creative 
process students engaged in as they devised and 
rehearsed their performance titled: Dream (Today, 
Tomorrow & Forever). 

The play starts with students celebrating Year 12 
Graduation and sharing their prospective dreams 
with each other. The characters are representative of 
a range of career and lifestyle aspirations including 
Traveller, Lawyer, Astronaut, Actor, Pro-Athlete, Prime 
Minister, Artist, having a family, being an Influencer, 
and having a stable job. The protagonist is The Agent, 
a representative of Capitalism. The dramatic action 
was mapped against the stages of grief. As the play 
unfolds the set, props and actors are removed from the 

Cast:
Sienna Bowden
James Carroll
Chloe Christiansen

stage by The Agent as the ‘cost’ of achieving dreams becomes insurmountable. 
The message to the audience is what can we do collectively to ensure we don’t 
continue to be victims of capitalism. “Why can’t we just do what we want to do? 
Be who we want to be? Is anything worth more than its price tag? Why does what 
we can afford have to control who we become?” 

Millie Cullender
Amelie Dalla-Costa
Quifei Li

Max Murray
Miranda Salt
Euan Strachan

Kat Wilson
Sonia Yeo



Perth Modern School | NEWS January 202438

GT Online thriving at Mod

Gifted and Talented Online Camp  
a resounding success
MALI WAKAMATSU, GT ONLINE TEACHER

In Term 4, 70 Gifted and Talented Online students from across  
Western Australia gathered in Perth for their second camp of the year,  
hosted at Swan Valley Adventure Camp. The week held diverse  
activities, marking the end of a four-year journey for some Year 10s,  
and providing a chance for a handful of students to meet classmates  
in person for the first time.

Tuesday featured engaging workshops, including a Flash Fiction session  
and a meeting with author A J Betts. Wednesday brought students to the  
Telethon Kids Institute, fostering interest in real-world science applications, and a city scavenger 
hunt giving students the opportunity to explore some of Perth’s historic and tourist locations.

On Thursday, we headed to Perth Modern for a range of fun activities and a graduation 
ceremony for the Year 10 students, concluding with a magical picnic dinner in Kings Park. 
Smiles were all around as a captivating magician entertained both the students and teachers. 
To capture the joyous moments, a professional photographer was on hand, ensuring 
memories were preserved in vibrant snapshots. The week ended, with families and students 
departing back to their various destinations, with some facing flights of up to four hours.

Camp November 2023 was a resounding success, thanks to the skilful organisation of 
GT Online Program Coordinator Sarah Mirco and the dedication of current and future GT 
Online staff, with special appreciation for volunteers Helen Lydon and David Webster.

GT Online student wins place  
on Premier’s Anzac Student Tour 2024
SUE THOMSON, HASS COORDINATOR GT ONLINE

GT Online students have a very long history of success in the Premier’s Anzac Student 
Tour with as many at 25 students having won a place on the tour since 2009. This year is 
no exception with three students initially chosen as finalists after submitting essays for 
the preliminary round of judging. 

The three students, Imogen Froby from 
Katanning Senior High School, Ngaire 
Simmons from East Kimberley College and 
Mazlyn Membry from Manjimup Senior High 
School, then attended an interview with the 
judging panel during the October School 
holidays.

When the successful students were 
announced on Remembrance Day, Mazlyn 

was excited to find that she will be a member 
of the 10-student tour group visiting 
Singapore in April 2024 to commemorate 
the actions of Australian forces in the region. 
Mazlyn’s entry for the competition focussed 
on the Anzac spirit of Richard Rooney, her 
grandfather who served in Vietnam.

Congratulations Mazlyn.

ABOVE FROM TOP: Taiko drumming;  
and the graduating class at Kings Park.
BELOW: GT Online cupcakes.
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Dancing it up at the Year 10 Dinner Dance
AIDAN JIANG, YEAR 10

As a great way to round off our Semester 2 exams, the Year 10 students had 
our very first Dinner Dance at the East Fremantle Yacht Club, a social that 
many of us were looking forward to.

We welcomed back Boris Nastov as DJ Nas (a special thank you to Ms Wilcock for 
arranging this) and we were served a large variety of delicacies including kebabs, 
sliders, fish and chips, sushi, arancini balls, and of course, pizza and donuts. It was 
a wonderful time for us to mingle together with friends, use the photo booth, and 
party it out hard!

Every minute was full to the brim with fun. It was amazing to see everyone dressed 
up beautifully and having a blast. The evening will undoubtedly become a key 
memory of our school years and an event we will remember and cherish forever.
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Treasured memories made at the Year 9 Dwellingup Camp 
VERNICE SOON, YEAR 9

The Year 9 cohort had a blast at their camp in 
Dwellingup, a beautiful location located an hour 
away from the city. At the camp, students engaged in 
various fun activities and made countless treasured 
memories. 

Some activities were exhilarating and challenging, such 
as Treetop Adventures, which was a network of difficult 
and intricate obstacle courses suspended from the top of 
the highest trees. In this activity, students were inspired to 
step outside of their comfort zones and to face their fears. 

Not all activities were adventurous however, other 
activities were more calming and relaxing, such as the 
night walk, where students learned how to see in the dark 
and how to navigate their way through the forest, and 
Yoga, where students learned more about how to care 
for their bodies and wellbeing through the medium of 
meditation. Students not only learned how to take care of 
their physical wellbeing, but also their mental wellbeing, 
skills that will help the cohort develop positive habits and 
good overall health for the many years to come. 

Whether it was kayaking, the commando course, the 
Orienteering, or the Archery Tag, all the activities and 
the time spent together on camp helped bring students 
closer and helped us form and strengthen the friendships 
that will last throughout our time at school and beyond. 
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Engaging with the Coral Bay landscape on Ningaloo Camp
SARAH RAMSON, TOUR LEADER

The bus left for the Year 9 Ningaloo Camp with 50 excited Year 9 
students and five teachers. After some delays and a change of 
bus we arrived in Coral Bay. The first day was an introduction to 
snorkelling on the Ningaloo Reef and learning to scuba dive.  
At night there was a talk by Frazer McGregor to learn about the 
coral ecosystem and the recent coral bleaching events.

The second day was more snorkelling including use of the sea scooters. 
The next few days included the tour on the manta ray boat, to see both 
manta rays and the reef shark cleaning station. There was also the glass 
bottom boat tour to see even more beautiful parts of the reef. The 
scuba divers took to the ocean and completed their PADI course.

A special thanks to Ms Sarah Eve for running yoga in the morning and 
an art activity on one of the afternoons. The art activity was a great way 
for students to engage with the landscape of Coral Bay. Nights included 
a movie night, quiz night and an evening of spotlight. Thanks to all the 
teachers who made this camp possible.

Celebrating Coral Bay’s beauty  
through student art
A visual acknowledgement of country under the skilful guidance of Ms Eve.

Students enthusiastically picked up their watercolour paints to bring their 
experiences and deep appreciation of Coral Bay to life on canvas. Several 
individual student artworks were seamlessly merged into a larger canvas.

What makes this artwork even more special is the overlay of First Nations names, 
seamlessly weaving together the cultural threads that connect Perth Whadjuk to Coral 
Bay Bayungu. This symbolic gesture adds an extra layer of significance, emphasising the 
importance of acknowledging the traditional custodians of the land we call home.

This collaborative masterpiece will hold a permanent place in our school’s art collection, 
and we extend our heartfelt thanks to all the students who poured their creativity and 
enthusiasm into this project.

A special appreciation goes out to Ms Eve for her dedication in organising and bringing 
this wonderful activity to fruition. Her commitment to fostering creativity and cultural 
awareness has undoubtedly left a lasting impression on our school community.

 Rutvi Khale, Sherry Chen, Antonina Levichkina, Paula Gruber-Loo, 
Paxton Bennison, Elaine Chen and Shan-Mei Wei.
 Camp volleyball.

Beach art activity.
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Nature and history the stars of South West Design Camp
TONY NGUYEN, YEAR 11

From 8–11 November, the Year 11 Design Class experienced the 2023 Design Camp 
in the beautiful South West. Not only was it a fantastic opportunity for us to enhance 
our photography skills, but also provided a nice respite after the flurry of Year 11 
exams and a chance to hang out with friends. After a three-hour drive, 12 students and 
three teachers arrived at Dunsborough, a picturesque town nestled on the shores of 
Geographe Bay, 254km from Perth. Our accommodation was similarly charming, which 
helped to add to our excitement for the days to come.

FROM FAR LEFT: At Meelup Farmhouse; 
and Calypso Bond (at bottom) and Ren Ho.
BELOW LEFT: Learning about the science 
of grape growing.

ABOVE: At Cape Naturalist Lighthouse; 
and Mr Mark Temov imparting some of his 
photography knowledge.

Photography work began in earnest. The 
South West was a photographic treasure 
trove; scenic spots such as Sugarloaf Rock, 
Cape Naturaliste and the Canal Rocks gave us 
plentiful opportunities to take high-quality 
photos, while our three drones were high 
in the sky taking spectacular shots of long, 
white beaches or huge, towering rocks 
jutting above the roaring waves. Our session 
at the iconic Sugarloaf Rock required a 
wake-up call at 3.30 am, but despite some of 
us still being drowsy, it was all worthwhile 
when we were greeted with the chilly sea 
breeze and the rock glistened as the sun 
rose in the early morning. We traversed all 
over the South West, from as far north as 
Cape Naturaliste to down south to Redgate 
Beach, not only taking photos of the main 
attractions, but also paying attention to 
small features such as a flower, or some 
strange-looking rocks or the water’s edge. 
Photoshoots were always followed by a fitful 
rest on the bus and witty banter—Mr Temov 
almost always being the butt of the jokes.

The Design Camp was more than just 
photography, we also visited places of 
historical significance and learnt about 
the area. We visited the gallery of Christian 
Fletcher, a renowned photographer hailing 
from Dunsborough. Our tour of the Cape 
Mentelle Winery provided a great insight into 

the wine-making process, from the use of 
drones to map soil profiles to how changes in 
weather affect the sugar levels in a grape and 
the flavour profile of a wine. Cape Naturaliste 
Lighthouse was another place we visited, 
where our tour guide gave us a deeper 
understanding about the history of the 
lighthouse, from its indigenous history to the 
role it still plays in maritime safety, despite 
GPS technology.

Delicious gourmet meals in local restaurants 
or cafes ensured that we always had full 
bellies and a rejuvenated self, ready for the 
next activity. A highlight of the camp was 
our very own Masterchef competition, with 
the teachers acting as judges on 
whatever dish we could scrounge 
up. From marinated steak to 
microwaved pasta, we gave it our 
best shot, despite the kitchen 
looking like a mess afterwards!

A big thank you to Mr Temov, 
Mr Stimson and Mrs Wilcock for 
organising, sacrificing time and 
accompanying us on Camp. 
Apart from being a chance to 
develop our skills, the camp was 
a relaxing and wonderful trip that 
strengthened friendships that 
will last ages to come.
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Year 10 Design Excursion to Rottnest Island
GLORIA LIMAS, YEAR 10

The Year 10 Photography students enjoyed a  
fun-filled excursion to Rottnest to practice their skills.

The Year 10 Photography classes embarked on an enjoyable day trip 
to Rottnest Island to capture the best that the top tourist spot has to 
offer. Our assignment was to create a print or social media campaign 
to attract tourists to visit the iconic island.

We set off from Fremantle on a ferry and before we knew it, we had 
arrived. It was the perfect day to photograph the island with clear 
sunny skies and the sea breeze to cool us down. Our first mission was 
to get to Bathurst Point on time, soaking in the relaxed atmosphere 
and getting in lots of steps during the walk there. We got shots of the 
glistening ocean, holiday homes and, most importantly, the Bathurst 
Lighthouse. The iconic lighthouse has been a guiding light for 
seafarers for over 120 years, overlooking the beautiful Pinky Beach.

From there we travelled back to the main settlement, getting baked 
goods and ice cream to fuel us for the next leg of our trip. We took 
the bus up to Geordie Bay where we set off on another trek down the 
coast, passing beach after beach after beach. From Longreach to The 
Basin, every location had something unique to offer visually but also 
for our island experience.

We ended the day a lot more tired, with a lot more photos and with 
so many more fun memories. It was such an exciting project and 
bonding experience for everyone.

Designs by Sofea 
Anistino (left) and 
Gloria Limas (below).
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Immersive Visual Arts

FROM LEFT: Sculptures 
by Annie Qiao, Oliver 
Browne, Simran Singh 
and Yasmeen Labib.

Creative journey embarked upon in Art Club
MEISHA RAYNES, ART CLUB TEACHER

LEFT FROM TOP:  
Artist Jacinda Bayne led 
a hands-on workshop; 
Hayley Mills at Gallery 360; 
and Lexi Kent enjoying the 
workshop.
RIGHT: Tony Nguyen (front) 
and Hannah Symonds.

Year 11 delve into creativity
SARAH EVE, VISUAL ART TEACHER

In a memorable and enriching experience, Year 11 ATAR Visual Arts students immersed 
themselves in a full day dedicated to the world of art and creativity at a workshop with 
renowned artist Jacinda Bayne.

In Art Club in Term 4, our 
young artists embarked on 
a creative journey, sculpting 
layered nature masterpieces 
with clay and glazes.

From layering delicate flower petals to majestic tree forms, each sculpture 
radiates their deep appreciation for the beauty of the outdoors. The tactile joy of 
clay manipulation and the vibrant hues of glazes brought their creations to life.

We are immensely delighted with their creative achievements this term.  
There will be more Art Club adventures in 2024!

The workshop, aimed at igniting and 
fortifying their Year 12 ATAR projects, took 
place at Gallery 360, offering students the 
opportunity to explore a diverse array of 
contemporary artworks.

The highlight of the day was a hands-on 
workshop led by the accomplished local 
artist Jacinda Bayne. With over two decades 
of artistic practice, Bayne works from her 
studio in Fremantle, and is renowned for her 
captivating exploration of landscapes using 
oil paint as her preferred medium. 

Her current artistic practice is deeply 
connected to her quest for the ultimate 
utopia and an emphasis on recognising the 
beauty and balance within nature.

The workshop allowed students to not only 
witness Bayne’s creative process first-hand 
but also to engage in their own artistic 
endeavours under her guidance.  
The experience left an indelible mark on the 
aspiring artists, inspiring them to carry the 
new-found enthusiasm into their Year 12 
Visual Arts projects.
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Bille Bob rendition.
Sculptures by Avani Bathanth 
(above right), Liliana Baldwin 
(above) and Pippi Fang (right).

Year 8 Art project: Giant Nymphs
SARAH EVE, VISUAL ART TEACHER

We are thrilled to share the remarkable success of our Year 8 
students in their recent art project, drawing inspiration from 
the ‘Giants of Mandurah’ community initiative. The Giants 
of Mandurah is a captivating outdoor exhibition created by 
artist Thomas Dambo. This exhibition celebrates the incredible 
beauty of our natural world, emphasising the importance of 
preserving Mandurah’s globally significant Ramsar-listed 
wetlands, unique waterways, bushland and wildlife.

The Giants reflect the water cycle and First Nations stories, 
serving as a testament to the interconnectedness of nature and 
human existence. Our Year 8 students embarked on a creative 
journey inspired by one of the six Noongar seasons, further 
enhancing their understanding of the local environment.

As part of the project, our students had the opportunity 
to visit the Subiaco Giant, Bille Bob. Drawing inspiration from 
this experience, they skilfully completed watercolour paintings 
showcasing the intricate details of Bille Bob.

Additionally, our talented students created their own ‘Giant 
Nymph’ sculptures, incorporating natural materials for clothing and 
adornments. The dedication and creativity displayed by our students 
throughout this project are truly commendable.

Workshop  
with Abdul Abdullah
SARAH EVE, VISUAL ART TEACHER

In a remarkable and unforgettable experience, 
selected Year 10 Visual Arts students delved into 
the world of contemporary art during an exclusive 
workshop with the esteemed multi-disciplinary 
artist Abdul Abdullah. The full-day workshop 
provided a rare opportunity for students to gain 
insights into Abdullah’s unique painting style, 
methods, and the profound impact of modern 
political art on our world.

In the workshop, the Perth-born artist immersed 
students in the world of visual storytelling through 
drawing and painting. Abdullah, recognised as a five-time 
Archibald Prize finalist and five-time Sulman Prize finalist, 
shared his expertise and passion for art with the budding 
young talents.

Abdul Abdullah’s work often explores his experience as a 
seventh-generation Muslim Australian, offering students 
a perspective on identity, culture, and the power of 
artistic expression. The workshop provided a hands-on 
experience for students to absorb the nuances of his craft 
and gain practical skills in the realm of contemporary art.

This unique opportunity was made possible through 
community outreach programs, particularly the ‘Subi 
Stack’ Artwork project, which aims to engage and inspire 
through art. The initiative, spearheaded by Abdullah, 
seeks to foster creativity and artistic exploration within 
the community.

 The workshop with Abdul Abdullah immersed  
students in the world of visual storytelling. 

> Amelie Qiao in the workshop.
 Year 10 students with artist Abdul Abdullah.
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Amelie selected for the  
2024 National Summer Art 
Scholarship
SARAH EVE, VISUAL ART TEACHER

The National Gallery has 
selected Amelie Qiao in 
Year 10 for a spot in their 
prestigious 2024 National 
Summer Art Scholarship. 
The program, a beacon 
for aspiring young artists 
for more than 25 years, 
offers a comprehensive and 
unparalleled opportunity to 
kickstart a career in the arts.

Amelie, a talented Visual Arts student, has had an impressive 
artistic journey. From the age of three, Amelie surprised 
her mother by choosing colouring-in over watching TV, 
displaying early signs of her innate talent.

In 2023, Amelie’s artistic prowess was recognised when 
she received the Best in Show at the Atwell Youth Awards 
for a striking portrait of her magnificent Grandpa. She was 
selected for the Young Originals student exhibition and has 
previously been a finalist for the Lester Youth Prize.

Amelie, among 16 students chosen nationwide for the 
scholarship, will benefit from an immersive experience where 
she will gain insights into various career pathways in the arts 
and creative industries. The year-long scholarship program 
includes a week-long residency at the National Gallery of 
Australia in Canberra, home to an impressive collection of 
155,000 works of art, offering a unique environment to meet 
and learn from arts professionals managing this significant 
collection.

Congratulations to Amelie for securing this highly 
competitive scholarship, and we eagerly anticipate the 
continued blossoming of her artistic journey as she takes full 
advantage of this exceptional opportunity.

Visual Arts Exhibition  
a resounding success
KATIE CHIN AND SARAH EVE, VISUAL ART TEACHERS

The Visual Arts Exhibition at the Mills Gallery had a diverse 
range of artworks from Years 7 to 12 students, creating a 
visually stunning and dynamic display. The presence of 
representatives from Form Gallery, including special guest 
artists Rachelle Dusting and Miranda Brown, Manager from 
Linton & Kay Galleries, added a touch of prestige to the event.

The ambiance set by Year 11 Joshua Woon’s cello solo added a 
beautiful layer to the evening, creating a sensory experience for 
the many attendees.

Miranda Brown’s perspective as a guest judge, praising the senior 
students for the sophistication and emotional depth in their 
artwork execution, is a testament to the talent and dedication of 
the young artists. She said: 

This year was tough to choose! So many of you have set high 
standards for yourselves this year. Through your artworks I 
acknowledge your struggles with identity, with living on the 
fringes of society, what it can feel like to be homeless, to be 
feminine, to not know where you should fit in as you grow, develop 
and discover. I also feel the importance of your cultural identity 
and that is something we should all embrace and own.

Events like these not only showcase the creativity within the 
school community but also provide a platform for students to 
receive valuable feedback and encouragement from experts in the 
field. It’s a celebration of artistic expression and a testament to the 
importance of fostering creativity in education.

< Amelie’s artwork featuring 
her grandfather.
 Amelie’s self-portrait.

 Caitlin Ding in Year 7 won the Visual Poetry Award.
 Year 12 Portrait Prize winner Jennifer Mullan and artist Rachelle Dusting.
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 Lehansa Attapaththu Arachchige won the Dynamic Award.
 Loic Dutry receives his award from Principal Mitchell Mackay.

< Dressed to impress: fashion artwork on display at the exhibition.
 Shanata Cheong in Year 7 won the Storyteller Award;  
and the walls in the Mills Building were covered with amazing student artworks.

Award winners:
Year Award Awarded by Winner
Year 7 Visual Poetry Award English Caitlin Ding
Year 7 Storyteller Award Arts and Technologies Shanata Cheong
Year 8 Globetrotter Award Languages Charlie Yooh
Year 8 Dynamic Award Music Dharani (Lehansa) 

Attapaththu Arachchige
Year 9 Fibonacci Award Maths Elysees Ng
Year 9 da Vinci Convinci Award Science Grace Dowley
Year 10 Nature. Be In It Award Physical Education Shalu Singaram
Year 10 One World Award HASS Bess McWaters Smith
Year 11 Highly Commended  Linton & Kay Galleries Lucas Briggs
Year 11 Outstanding Linton & Kay Galleries Ray Liu
Year 12 Highly Commended  Linton & Kay Galleries Loic Dutry
Year 12 Outstanding Linton & Kay Galleries Sachi Elliott
Year 12 School Acquisition Principal Aaron Yong
Year 12 Packers Prize Arts Technician  Rachel Tan
Year 12 Portrait Prize Artist Rachelle Dusting Jennifer Mullan
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Year 9 Outdoor Education Camp
SCARLETT FORD AND BETHAN LOCKWOOD-JONES, YEAR 9

On the first Thursday in November, a busload of excited 
teenagers headed towards a small Sea Scouts centre on the 
edge of the Swan River. We weren’t quite sure what we were 
headed into—but we knew it would be a night of fishing, nature, 
and fun with our mates. 

Setting up tents was a challenge for many, but as soon as they were 
up, we all raced to get our rods set up. Fishing was eventful for many 
and filled them with joy. As we put the rods away, and as some of us 
dried off, we knew we were in for a night of fun.

Not long after, we were squatting around blazing Trangias, cooking 
our dinner. There were many different meals made, some people 
making dumplings and others fried rice or tacos, yet everyone 

succeeded in their endeavour of making a delicious hot meal. Once 
the food was devoured and the Trangias were scrubbed, we had a 
few hours to ourselves—some playing basketball, others just hanging 
out. We then tucked ourselves in and said goodnight.

On the second day, we cooked ourselves breakfast, and lunch, and 
then split into two groups to go to Kings Park. Once arrived, we 
walked around the Botanical Gardens and were educated upon many 
different species of plants, and their significance to the Aboriginal 
people. 

Although exhausted from the heat, we all got back on the bus 
buzzing from having such a good time on such an amazing camp.
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Health and Physical Education update

SSWA Track and Field
MARK MUIR, HEAD OF HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Well done to our squad who competed in the SSWA Track and Field Division B 
Carnival in October with many squad members competing up a level from 
their age group.

A special congratulations to Kirsty Petterson who was the Year 11 Girl Champion and 
to Chelsea Harris who was the Year 8 Girl Champion.

The SSWA Track and Field competition provided opportunity for students to display 
their track and field talents against other schools while having fun.

Friday Night Basketball
MARK MUIR AND JAN SONDER-SORENSON, HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Perth Modern has a long tradition of teams playing in this competition 
organised by the Hawks Basketball Club at the Bendat Basketball Centre with 
many students playing every year during Term 4. The competition is for Years 
7–9 teams every Friday after school and in 2023 we had several teams playing 
with the support of parent coaches and managers.

A Year 7 Girls team, a Year 7 Boys team and two Year 8 Boys teams acquitted 
themselves well in this tightly fought five-week competition. The Year 7 Girls team 
were undefeated!

Results:
The Year 7 Girls team won all five of their games. Well done to Yemi Akinyemi, 
Meredith Goh, Yellini Kumarage, Olivia Lim, Hannah Nguyen, Clarissa 
Tampubolon and Vanille Zhang.
The Year 7 Boys won three games and lost two.
Year 8 Boys Team 1 won three, had one bye, and one loss.
Year 8 boys Team 2 had one win, one bye, and three losses.

Well done to all teams and their respective parent support teams and we look 
forward to having teams competing again in this competition.

Friday Night Basketball at the Bendat Basketball Centre  
was a popular activity for students in Term 4.

Kirsty Petterson 
Chelsea Harris 
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Basketball Club Camp
ADIN MORTADZA, BASKETBALL CLUB LEADER

The Perth Modern Basketball Club had the fantastic 
opportunity of participating in a basketball camp hosted 
by UWA. The students got the opportunity to develop 
their skills and be mentored by Allstate Basketball 
Academy and Redhage Basketball.

We ran games, had a movie night, and were very well fed by 
the buffet and ice cream bar of Trinity Residential College. 
Everybody had a thumping good time!

The camp would not have been possible if it weren’t for the 
help of Mr Muir, Mrs Mackenzie, Mr Young, and our parent 
volunteer Mr Prosser.

The basketball camp was an intensive way to improve basketball skills.

SSWA State Junior Interschool Futsal Competition
AARON BELL, HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Seb Thomas wins ‘Most Inspiring 
Junior Player’ for rugby
Well done to Seb Thomas in Year 10 who was recently awarded ‘Most 
Inspiring Junior Player’ by his rugby club, Wests Scarborough Rugby 
Union Club, where he captains the U15 team.

Seb was also chosen to represent the central region in the U15s regional 
competition.

Seb Thomas

The Kingsway Sporting Centre played host to the highly anticipated 
SSWA State Junior Interschool Futsal Competition, showcasing the 
exceptional talent and sportsmanship of students from more than 
20 schools. The competition unfolded on October 27 for boys in 
Years 7 and 8, and October 30 for girls in Years 7, 8 and 9, with a strong 
display of skill, teamwork, and determination.

In the Junior Boys’ category, the Year 8 team emerged as standouts, 
navigating the group stage undefeated. The team’s remarkable journey 
led them to a well-fought grand final where they narrowly lost 1-0 to Lake 
Joondalup Baptist College’s Perth Glory Academy Squad, securing the silver 
medals.

Amidst the intense competition, Milos Golub, a rising star in Year 8, was 
celebrated as the tournament’s Most Valuable Player (MVP). Golub’s 
outstanding contributions on the futsal court earned him this well-deserved 
recognition amongst a strong field of players across all schools involved.

A special thank you goes to David Nguyen in Year 10, who coached the 
Year 8 boys’ team to the final. Many students, involved in the Futsal Club, 
dedicated their Friday mornings to rigorous training sessions, a testament to 
their commitment and passion for the sport.

A big thank you to all the parents who came down to watch and 
Mr Marshall for his assistance on the day. Congratulations to all participants, 
and we eagerly anticipate the continued success of our Perth Modern futsal 
teams in the years to come.
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Specialist Netball Coaches visit Mod
Students in the Perth Modern School Netball Club received some 
specialist netball coaching during Term 4. 

Students thoroughly enjoyed learning from these highly skilled coaches, 
who passed on some great tips for the court. The sessions were also lots 
of fun!

Netballers enjoyed some specialised netball skills training.

Kiran wins State Hockey Gold

Kiran with the Under 13 Boys National 
Championship trophy; and Kiran Finn in action 
at the U13 National Hockey Tournament.

Harrison Sartori is Year 10  
Sportsperson of the Year for 2023
MARK MUIR HEAD OF HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Every year a Year 10 student is chosen as the Hugh Francis Year 10  
Sportsperson of the Year. In 2023, the recipient was Harrison Sartori.

The award recognises a student who has 
excelled in Physical Education and sport. 
The student must not only have achieved 
at a very high level but must also be an 
outstanding role model for other students 
in Physical Education. The 2023 Year 10 
cohort has a multitude of talented Physical 
Education leaders and the selection of the 
award in 2023 was very competitive.

Harrison is a very worthy recipient and is 
to be commended for his achievements in 
volleyball, beach volleyball and swimming 
during his years at Perth Modern. Harrison 
has also shown himself to be a highly skilled 
coach and mentor for younger students. 
Congratulations Harrison!

Harrison Sartori

Congratulations to Kiran Finn in 
Year 7 who won a Gold medal for 
WA for Under 13 Boys at the Hockey 
Australia U13 National Hockey 
Tournament. 

WA has a wonderful history of 
excellence in hockey at the national level 
and it is wonderful to see Kiran continue 
with that tradition, alongside his fellow 
WA team members. Well done Kiran!
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Year 10 
Ruhansi Abeywickrama
Adeoluwa Adebayo
William An
Sofea Anistino
Riddhi Bajaj
Ishika Balram
Svara Bhat
Ralph Gabriel Calupig
Amber Chai
Shermaine Chan
Kshithij Chandrashekar
Jaylene Chang
Jacky Che
Alexia Chen
Hannah Chen

Rijuta Das
Charlotte Dell
Sofia Dolfi
Arya Ganapathy
Sumedha Ghosh
Anoushka Gupta
Jasmine Hambleton
Charlotte Hoy
Maya Hubbard
Aidan Jang
Ran Ji
Jingnan Jiang
Aakash Jois
Lodinu Kalugalage
Saiakhil Kambala

Loku Yaddehige Karunarathne
Suhi Kaur
Ethan Kelly
Hayden Kelly
Yul Kim
Kaylen Koh
Chanithma Kudabalage Dona
Qiufei Li
Ruofan Lin
Enrico Gabriel Luces
Dylan MacDonald
Helen McCaul
Bess McWaters-Smith
Rachel Michael
Claire Nguyen

Sophie Nham 
Bailey Paton
Ngoc Nhi Justina Pham
Avishi Prasad
Onelee Ranasinghe
Ranjeev Ratheesh Nambiar
Samah Reyas
Sophia Sadekova
Asha Scaddan
Samantha See
Zoe Selsmark
Soroush Seraj
Rhea Sharma
Skyla Susanto
Audrey Tan

Charisse Tan
Evan Tan
Ava van Dommelen
Monroe Wang
Tianyu Wang
Naomi Wibowo
Jasmine Wu
Wember Xu
Olivia Yong
Timothy Zhang
Thu Thu Zin

Year 11
Jiayi Jia
Kai Jun Kan
Spandan Kankumbkar
Gnanadeep Kaza
Nibesh Khatri
Aurora Kristianto
Ryan Ngee Foong Leong
Zhimin Liu
Benjamin Lochore
Olivia Ly 
Leo Maher
Swara Mali
Hector Mangharam

Madison Naylor
John Peiris
Kirsten Petterson
Kele Readhead
Phoebe Salim
Ann Eunice Sam
Atharva Sathe
Lauren Schneider
Timur Seyyar
Soham Shah
Annabelle Sharma
Venuja Silva
Jed Stanley

Joshua Whale
Ethan Widjaja
Jessica Wilson
Gary Wu
Yu-Cheng Wu
William Xu
Ethan Yap
Muhammad Zaidi
Jerry Zhang
Yanyu Zhao

Year 12
Shifan Ahmed
Fiona Antony
Mila Arthur
Aanchal Asundi
Samanmalee Azam
Jose Angelo Barcena
Sonja Braunl
Aden Chia
Eamon Cooper
Avicknash Dayanandan
Russell Dufty

Sidney Eric
Emanuel Foundas
Jayden Goh
Raphael Ho
Robert Ho
Faith Hoe
Masaharu Hongo
Ethan Irawan
Max Judd
Chern Yue Khor
Daniel Kong

Matilda Kosok
Hamdan Mahmood
Kenichi Makita
Anastasiia Maksymova
Matthew Maliszewski
Nirmanee Mallawa Thanthrige
Nayan Mehta
Mitchell Morris
Saad Ozair
Oliver Porter
Anais Richard

Sophie Royle
Esther Santoso
Archana Saravanaperumal
Rishita Sarkar
Lillie Sartori
Hanlin Shao
Grace Sinclair
Timothy Tan
Rachel Tan
Sashank Thapa
Chau Tran

Rudra Trivedi
Isabeau van der Kooy
Bryan Wee
Shehan Weeraratna
Benedict Widjaja
Sithika Wijesiri
Wenqian Xu
Aaron Yong
Alex Zheng
Chengyi Zhang

Congratulations to the following students who obtained Sphinx Society membership in Semester 2, 2023.

Matthew Arnold
Jerryl Benny
Henry Bird
Xavier Bolland
Pranav Borude
Hoang Bui
Mace Chettiyadan
Kah Whye Chong
Hong Liang Chua
Ezekiel Chuka
Henry Coates
Omal Deeyagaha Waduge
Dinath Dias Abeysinghe

Jiaxuan Du
Mihindukulasooriya Fernando
Jaslyn Fong
Divyansh Gaur
Max Germano
Tanay Ghia
Charlton Hadlow
Sarah Harris
Sophie Harris
Chloe Ho
Edward Huynh
Chudy Isidienu
Yiqing Ji


