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SAVOIR C'EST POUVOIR (KNOWLEDGE IS POWER)

The school motto, Savoir C'est Pouvoir, acknowledges the value of
knowledge within our society. Perth Modern School continues to value
its traditions whilst preparing students to meet the challenges of the future.

Perth Modern School honours the past, empowers those present and shapes the future. We are the learners and
leaders in gifted and talented education. As a proud public co-educational secondary school for academically select
students, we educate young people from across Western Australia through challenging and inclusive experiences,
enabling them to learn, lead and change the world.

Our vision aims to be a community where everyone belongs. We provide exceptional education for gifted and talented
learners. In the middle years we nurture each student’s unique potential. These self-motivated learners are supported
in the senior years, to achieve academic excellence, positive wellbeing and a commitment to community service.

TRANSITION

Starting secondary school is an exciting milestone
filled with new opportunities. Our Transition Program
is designed to support students and foster a strong
sense of belonging.

At Perth Modern School there is an extensive system of support
to enable students to achieve their personal best. The Student
Services team work together to ensure that student pastoral and

learning needs are met. Students are treated as individuals with You can find detailed information
their own individual learning, social and emotional needs. @ on our website under Transition to

The Associate Principal is responsible for coordinating the Mod - Support for Your Child (£,
Student Services team, working on the vision and strategies to including what to expect in the
ensure systems and processes are in place to enable success for first year at Perth Modern School.
each students to achieve their future pathway. Helpful links include:

The Program Coordinator - Student Services Middle - Upcoming events for 2026
Years ensures that there is effective liaison between staff, families

students and parents, with a main focus on students in the - Instrumental Music Program
Middle Years (Years 7-9) and the love of learning. Each cohort has - Uniform guidelines

a Year Coordinator with a specific Year Theme as their focus. - Choosing Your Device (BYOD)
The Year 7 Coordinator embeds the Sense of Belonging. o o e e e
For one period per week, there is an Advocacy (Advo) class. The . Resource list

Advocacy teacher supports the program which includes guest . Smartrider information

speakers, House activities and Thriving Minds lessons to embed
the whole school wellbeing initiative.

Where possible, the Advocacy teacher will remain with the
students for their time at Perth Modern School.

- Locker allocation
- Travelling to Mod.

During the transition program you will meet members of the
Student Services Team (Z'. The Program Coordinator for Middle
Years and the Year Coordinator will be introduced. Year 9 Peer
Mentors will assist you with the activities and follow the year
group until the end of Term 1 of Year 7.

If you have specific questions,
please contact the school and ask
for our Enrolment Officer.
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TRANSITION ACTIVITIES FOR TERM 3 AND 4, 2025

Parking and Student Drop-off Pickup Area: Basketball courts, entrance off
Subiaco Road and surrounding streets.

Travelling to Mod: The Transperth Leederville and West Leederville train stations are
nearby and are within walking distance of the school. Students who travel into Perth
CBD via alternative train lines can travel on the free Yellow CAT bus route to the school.

YEAR 6 TRANSITION ACTIVITIES

Term 3 2025

Tuesday, 29 July
2:30 to 4:00pm

Friday, 15 August
8:45am to 3:15pm

Transition Event 1 for students and parents/family carers
Venue: Perth Modern School - Cyril Tyler Auditorium
Program:

Welcome to Perth Modern School

Music concert and showcase

Language selection information session

Transition Event 2 for students

Venue: Perth Modern School - Tyler McCusker Sports Centre

Food: Students are to provide their own lunch.

A morning break snack will be provided by the school.

School Uniform Purchases:

- Lowes onsite will be open from 8:00am to 3:30pm, located outside the Andrews
Building, adjacent to Roberts Road.

- The Second Hand Uniform Shop will be open from 1:30pm to 4:00pm, located inside
the Andrews Building, lower level.

Program:

Get to know you and develop a sense of belonging with games and peer mentors.

School Tour

Music pre-testing

Transition Activities
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YEAR 6 TRANSITION ACTIVITIES

Term 4 2025

Monday, 177 November  Transition Event 3 Pin Ceremony for students and parents/family carers
4:00 to 5:30pm Official Welcome to Perth Modern School
Venue: Perth Modern School - Cyril Tyler Auditorium

Dress: Students to wear their current Year 6 school uniform.

Food: Light refreshments are provided at the conclusion.

Tuesday, 9 December Transition Event 4 for students
8:50am to 3:30pm Venue: Perth Modern School - Tyler McCusker Sports Centre
Food: Students provide their own lunch food or money to purchase from the
school canteen.
A morning break snack will be provided by the school.
Dress: Perth Modern School Sports Uniform with House colour polo shirt.
School Uniform Purchases:
- Lowes onsite will be open from 8:00am to 3:30pm, located outside the Andrews
Building, adjacent to Roberts Road.
- The Second Hand Uniform Shop will be open from 2:00pm to 4:00pm, located inside
the Andrews Building, lower level.
Program:
Student photos
Meet your Advocacy Teacher and group.
Introduction to subjects — Maths, English, HASS and Science
House activities and games.
Transition Activities

2026 Students commence Monday 3 February 8:45am
Program dates Venue: Perth Modern School - Tyler McCusker Sports Centre
to be confirmed Program:

Term 1

Week 1 - Sense of Belonging Activities in Advo Groups. Diaries, lockers,
Smartrider Cards, ICT preparation for BYOD

Week 2 - ICT induction with BYOD

Week 3 — Movie and Pizza night

Term 2

Week 5 — Year 7 Camp Ern Halliday Recreation Centre.
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SUBJECT SELECTION

From the Western Australian Curriculum,

Perth Modern School offers a modified and
accelerated curriculum program designed to
nurture the academic potential of academically
gifted students.

The broader Middle Years program provides a diverse range
of opportunities to foster intellectual growth, ensuring

that students thrive in a challenging and stimulating
environment. With a unique and supportive learning
atmosphere, the school enables students to engage with
like-minded peers, fostering collaboration and intellectual
curiosity. Teachers customise the curriculum to meet the
unique needs of gifted learners, enriching their educational
experience and fostering academic excellence. They focus
on designing instructional activities that promote the
development of advanced thinking skills, encouraging
students to engage with complex and abstract concepts at
a high level.

The Western Australian Curriculum has been designed to
meet the needs of students in Western Australia. There is
one curriculum for Pre-primary to Year 10 and another for
Years 11 and 12. Both curricula have been adopted and
adapted from the Australian Curriculum. The curriculum is
organised into eight learning areas.

Each learning area contains a year-level syllabus. This syllabus
includes a year-level description, specific curriculum content

and the Achievement Standard for each year of schooling,
from Pre-primary to Year 10.

For parents, ‘What will my child learn’ (2"
is available on the School Curriculum and
Standards Authority website.

The Perth Modern School ‘Middle Years
Curriculum Handbook’ ' is available
from the PMS website.

There are eight learning areas:

- English

- Mathematics

- Science

- Humanities and Social Sciences (including History,
Geography, Civics and Citizenship, Economics and
Business)

« The Arts (including music)

- Languages

- Health and Physical Education

- Technologies.

At Perth Modern School each Curriculum Learning Area
provides students with the opportunity to develop the skills,
knowledge and ethos necessary for academic success. The
content of each subject is designed so that students may
achieve outcomes consistent with their ability and effort.

The subject duration times vary. Some subjects are for a
term, others a semester and some will be year-long. English,
Mathematics, Science, Humanities and Social Sciences,
Health and Physical Education, and Music are all studied
year-long.

Students entering Year 7 in 2026 will have subjects from
each learning area from the Western Australian curriculum
allocated by the school, with a choice for their language
subject context.
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REQUIRED SUBJECTS

A student’s timetable consists of 28 periods per week (ppw). The school allocates
pre-selected required subjects from the WA Curriculum for Semesters 1 and 2,
while students choose their language subject. There is no requirement to select
Arts or Technologies subjects, as the school will provide and rotate these subjects
by term and semester.

PRE-SELECTED

- Advo year-long = 1 ppw

- Arts - Drama, Dance, Photography-Design and Visual Arts term-long = 2 ppw
- Arts — Music Class year-long = 2 ppw

- English year-long = 4 ppw

- Humanities and Social Sciences year-long = 4 ppw

- Health & Physical Education year-long = 3 ppw

- Mathematics year-long = 4 ppw

- Science year-long =4 ppw

- Technologies - Food, Materials Design Metal/Wood term-long = 2 ppw
- Technologies - Digital semester-long = 2 ppw.

STUDENT-SELECTED

- Languages year-long = 2 ppw.

Arts

From the Arts Curriculum the Year 7 students are allocated Drama, Dance,
Photography and Visual Arts. Classes and subjects are rotated each term, and then
in Year 8 and 9 students may choose to study them for a semester or the full year.

Music
In Music students develop fundamental skills and an understanding of the elements
of music such as pitch, rhythm, structure, harmony and expressive elements.

Students selected for Music Extension can advance more quickly through the
set curriculum. They apply learned skills and concepts in more advanced ways
through practical composition and performance opportunities.

The Instrumental Music School Services (IMSS) students will receive a separate
information package upon enrolment at Perth Modern School, outlining the
process for learning an eligible instrument through the school and selection for
Music Extension.

Technologies

From the Technologies Curriculum Year 7 students are allocated Design and
Digital Technologies. Subjects include Food Science and Materials (Wood and
Metal), with classes rotated each term.

Digital Technologies is studied for one semester.
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Languages

Languages is a vital part of the curriculum. It not only gives

students the tools to communicate with people around the
world, but it also offers them the chance to think about the
world in new and unusual ways.

Year 7 students will use Subject Selection Online (SSO)

to select one preferred language subject. Applications

for two language subjects will be considered by the school
and the Head of Languages. You may be waitlisted until a
place becomes available for a second language subject. If

a second language subject is approved, students will be
removed from an Arts or Technologies subject. Choosing
two language subjects limits access to subjects such as
Dance, Drama, Photography, Visual Arts, Food, and Materials
Design Technologies (Wood & Metal).

Language subjects available for selection include:
- Chinese Background

- Chinese Second

- French Second

- Italian Second

- Japanese Second.

Most Languages subjects at Perth Modern School are
designed for students who do not have a background in
the language—that is, students who do not have cultural or
familial ties to the target language. The exception is Chinese:
Background Language, which is offered to students with a
cultural or familial background in Chinese languages.

There are stringent requirements to determine if a student is
eligible for a Second or Background Language course.

To satisfy SCSA curriculum requirements, we ask all students
and parents to indicate linguistic background of their child
when selecting their language preference either in SSO for
Year 7 or on enrolment for other year levels.

Chinese: Background Language

For students who have ties to Chinese languages, studying
Chinese is an important way to access their cultural and
family history. Students in the Background stream may speak
or listen to some Chinese at home but may not be able to
read or write script.

Note that students with links to all Chinese languages—
including Cantonese, Hokkien and Hakka—are considered
Background students.

Chinese: Second Language
Learning Chinese as an additional language gives students

the chance to engage with one of the world’s oldest
cultures. From food to writing, China has had a significant

impact on the way we live today. And as Australia’s largest
trading partner, understanding Chinese opens a range of
career opportunities for students.

French: Second Language

Spoken by more than 320 million people in more than

25 countries, French is one of the most important
international languages used today. From the rich cultural
and culinary delights of France to countries like Belgium,
Canada and Switzerland, studying French can open an
infinite number of doors.

Italian: Second Language

A language with a long, fascinating history, Italian remains
one of the most commonly spoken languages in Australia.
Learning Italian gives students access to some of the most
cultural institutions in the modern world—from music to
food, design to art.

Japanese: Second Language

From traditional samurai and castles to modern computer
games and anime, studying Japan and its language gives
students access to a culture unlike any other in the world.
Furthermore, Japan remains one of Australia’s largest trading
partners, giving students a useful tool in their future career.

Linguistic Background

These questions help prepare students for future senior
years WACE ATAR courses. By answering the preliminary
questions in SSO you will know if you are likely to meet SCSA
requirements by studying the correct language subject from
Year 7.

For assistance with Language subject
assistance, email Matthew Todd,
Head of Languages
matthew.todd@education.wa.edu.au
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SUBJECT SELECTION ONLINE (SSO)

- PERTH MODERN SCHOOL

SSO allows students to select subjects from any
device with internet access, whether desktop or
mobile. The site is only accessible during subject
selection periods—Perth Modern School will
notify you of the timeframe.

Year 7 SSO Login

Login instructions and passwords are emailed
to the Parent Contact 1 address provided during
enrolment, after Transition Event 1.

Accessing SSO

SSO can be accessed via the school website after
Transition Event 1.

Subject Selection Online (SSO)

| Perth Modern School (£

If you experience technical difficulties
with SSO, you can email:

perthmodern.courseselectionenquiries
@education.wa.edu.au

Selecting a language subject

- Careful planning before final submission is

essential. SCSA requires you to study the same language
until the end of Year 8.

- The language you select does not need to be one you
studied at primary school.

Home language rule: Students cannot choose French,
[talian, or Japanese if spoken at home or by a parent.
For Chinese language selection check the SCSA
Eligibility Criteria to ensure the correct course,
Background or Second, is chosen.

Complete background questions: Answer all questions
under Parent and Student Linguistic Background.

SSO Parent Support
- Information entered into SSO is saved and can be

modified at any time until SSO closes.

- After SSO closes subject selections cannot be changed,

and any requests for a language change will be limited to
available options at the start of the following year.
Subject change requests will be considered by the Head
of Languages during Term 1, up to Week 6. To change
subjects your child may need to be waitlisted for
placement.

- Encourage your child to show curiosity, commitment

and courage with their chosen language.
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